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POXAECTBEHCKAA MECHb B IMNMPO3E

CBATOUHbIA pacckas ¢ NMPUBUAEHUAMMU

CTPO®A MNEPBAA

Havatb ¢ TOro, 4to Mapnm 6bin mMepTB. COMHeBaThbCA B 3TOM He
npuxoamnocb. CBUAETENbCTBO O €ro norpebeHUn ObINO MNOAMUCAHO
CBALLEHHUKOM, MPUYETHNKOM, XO3MHOM MOXOPOHHOIO 6HOpPO M CTapWnm
mMorunbwmkom. OHO 6bII0 noagnucaHo CKpyaxem. A yx ecnm CKpyax
npuknagbiBan K KakoMy-nnmbo [JOKYMEHTY PpyKy, 3Ta 6ymara umena
Ha Gupxe Bec.

MTak, cTapuk Mapau 6bin MepTB, KakK rBO34b B MPUTO/OKE.

YyTuTe: s BOBCe He yTBepXxpjaw, 6yaTo Ha COOGCTBEHHOM OMbITe
ybeamnncsa, 4YTo reosfb, BOUTLIA B NMPUTONOKY, Kak-TO OCOGEHHO MepTB,
6onee mMepTB, YeM BCe Apyrue reosgu. HeTt, s AMYHO ckopee oTAan Obl
npeanoyvTeHne reo3glo, BOUTOMY B KpbiWKy rpoba, Kak Hambonee
MepTBOMY MpeaMeTy K30 BCeX CKOGAHbIX u3genuit. Ho B 31Ol noro-
BOpPKe CKasanacb MyApOCTb HalMX NPeAKOB, U eCNn 6bl MO HeYeCcTUBbII
A3blK MOCMEN MepemHayunTb ee, Bbl ObiAM 6bl BNpaBe ckaszaTb, YTO CTpa-
Ha Hawa KaTuTca B nponacTtb. A MocemMy fAa MO3BOJIEHO MHe 6yaeT
NOBTOPUTbL elle U ewe pa3: Mapnu 6bln MepTB, Kak rBo3fdb B MpUTO-
NnoKe.

3Han nnm 06 atom Ckpyax? Pasymeercda. Kak Morno 6biTb MHa-
ye? CKpyoX v Mapan 6binM KOMMaHbOHaMW C He3anaMATHbIX BPEMEH.
CKpyaX 6bll e4UHCTBEHHbIM AOBEPEHHbIM MLOM Mapnau, ero efuHCT-
BEHHbIM YMOMNHOMOYEHHbIM BO BCeX fenax, ero eAUWHCTBEHHbIM fylle-
NPUKa34YMKOM, €ro e4NHCTBEHHbIM 3aKOHHbIM HacMefHUKOM, ero euHCT-
BEHHbIM [APYrOM W efWHCTBEHHbIM Ye/I0BEKOM, KOTOPbIA NPOBOAW/ €ro
Ha Knagb6buwe. U Bce e CKpyaX 6bln He HAacTONbKO MOAaBNeH 3TUM
nevyanbHbIM COObITUEM, UTOOLI €F0 Aen0oBasf XBaTKa MOrfa eMy U3MeHUTb,
W [eHb MOXOPOH CBOero fApyra OH OTMeTU/A 3aK/Jl4YeHWem BecbMa
BbIFOAHOW CAENKU.

BoT A ynoMmMsaHyn 0 nNoxopoHax Mapnu, u 370 BO3BpaliaeT MeHS
K TOMY, C 4ero 8 Hayan. He MoOrno ObiTb HM Maneiwero COMHeHuUs
B TOM, 4TO Mapnu mepTB. 3TO HYXXHO OTYETIMBO YSACHUTL cebe, MHaye
He OyAeT HW4Yero HeobblYaiHOro B TOW WCTOPUM, KOTOPYH Sl HaMepeH
BaM paccka3aTb. Begb ecnum 6bl HaM He 6bIN0 AONOANMHHO M3BECTHO,
4yTo OTey [amneTa CKOHYancs ele 3af0Nro A0 Hayana npefcTaBNeHUS,
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ia MO NPOry/JKNW BETPEHON HOYbID MO KPEMOCTHOMY Bany BOKPYr CBOEro
ihmkii egBa nM nokas3anacb 6bl Ham 4YeM-TO CBEPXbecTeCTBEHHbIM. Bo
BEHKOM Cny4ae, He 60/see CBEpPXbeCTeCTBEHHbIM, YeM MOBefeHUe f60ro
NOXWAOT0 [KEHTNbMeHa, KOTOPOMY npuwna 6naxs MNpPOrynaTbca B
MONHOYL B KaKOM-M60 He 3aliMLieHHOM OT BeTpa MeCTe, Hy, CKaXeM,
HO Knafgbuuwy ce. aBna, npecnegys Npu 3TOM €AWHCTBEHHYHO Uelb —
nopasutb M 6e3 TOro paccTpoeHHOe BOOGpaKeHue CbiHa.

CKpyoX He BbiMapan umeHu Mapnu Ha BbiBecke. OHO KpacoBa-
NIoCb TaM, Haj ABepbi KOHTOpPLI, ewwe rogbl cnycta: CKPY XX n MAP-
N, ®upma 6blna XOPOWO M3BECTHA NOA 3TUM HasBaHuMeMm. W Kakoii-
HMOYAb HOBMYOK B fenax, obpawascb K CKpyaXy, WHOrga HasbiBan
ero Ckpypxkem, a wuHorga — Mapnu. CKpyLK OT3blBancs, Kak O6bl
€ro HW OKAMKHYAW. Emy 6bln0 6e3pasnnyHo.

Hy u ckBanbira e OH 6bln, aToT CkKpymk! BOT yX KTO ymen
BbDKMMaTb COKW, BbITATMBATb XW/bl, BKONaynMBaTb B rpob, 3arpebatsb,
3axBaTblBaTh, 3arpabacTbiBaTb, BbIMOratb... YMeN, yMen cTapbllii rpexo-
BOAHUK! ITO 6blN HE YenoBeK, a KpeMeHb. [la, OH Obl XONO4EH W TBEpA,
KakK KpeMeHb, U elle HUKOMY HW pasy B XWU3HW He y[anoCb BbiCEYb U3
ero KaMeHHOro cepfua XoTb UCKPY cocTpafaHnsa. CKpbITHbIA, 3aMKHY-
TbliA, OQUHOKWMIA — OH MpATaNcs Kak ycTpuua B CBOK pakoBMHY. [y-
LeBHbIA XO0M04 3aMOPO3UN WM3HYTPM CTapyeckuMe 4epTbl ero auua, 3a-
OCTPUN KPHOYKOBATLIA HOC, CMOPLLMA KOXY Ha LieKaxX, CKOBan NOXOAKY,
3aCTaBW/ NOCWMHETb rybbl M MOKpacHeTb rnasa, cpenan nefsHblM ero
ckpunyumuii ronoc. W pgaxe ero WeTUHUCTLIA nNoA6OPOAOK, pefKue
BO/MOCHI U OpPOBM, Kasanocb, 3aMHAeBenn OT Mopo3a. OH BCHOAY BHOCW
c cob60ii aTy nefeHsawyto atmoctepy. lMpucyTtcTBue Ckpypaxa 3amopa-
XXMBaNo ero KOHTOPY B /IeTHWI 3HOW, U OH He MO3BONSAN el 0TTasdATb
HW Ha nonrpagyca fJaxe Ha BeCe/blX CBATKaX.

Xapa unm cTyxa Ha gBope — CKpygxa 370 6ecrnokouno marno.
Hukakoe Tenjo He MOrfio ero 060rpeTb, ¥ HUKaKOW MOPO3 ero He Npo-
6upan. Camblii ApOCTHbLIA BeTep He MOr 6biTb 371ee CKpyphxa, camas
NnTas MeTenb He Morfia 6biTb CTOMb XXECTOKA, KakK OH, CaMblii MPOAnB-
HOWM JoX[Ab He Obln Tak OecnowageH. Henoroga Huyem He Morna
ero MnpoHATb. JIMBEHb, rpaf, CHer MOrAM MNOXBAalUTbCA TOJNIbKO Of-

HUM npeumyulecTBoM neped CKPyAXeM — OHU HepefKo CXOoAu-
M Ha 3eMI0 B WeApom u3o6unmm, a CKpygXy LWeapocTb 6blia He-
BeZoMa.

HWKTO HMKOrfa He OCTaHaB/IMBAN ero Ha ynuue pagoCTHbIM BO3rfa-
com: «Muneinwunii Ckpygx! Kak noxunsaete? Korpga 3alijete MeHa npo-
BeAaTb?» HW Of4WH HWLWWIA He OCMenuBancsA MPOTAHYTb K HEMY pPyKy 3a
nojasHUeM, HM Of4MH pebeHOK He peLlancs CMpoCUTb Y HEro, KOTopblii
yac, U HW pasy B >XXU3HM HW efuHasd Aylla He Monpocusia ero ykasatb
popory. Kasanocb, faxe cobaku, MOBOAbIpU CAenuoB, NOHUMaNW, 4To
OH 3a YefnoBeK, W, 3aBUAEB €ro, CNeWwmnnn yTalunuTb X035MHA B MepBbIi
nonaBwuiics nogve3g WAM B MOABOPOTHIO, a MOTOM JAONAr0 BUASAAM
XBOCTOM, KakK 6bl roBopsi: «[la no MHe, 4enoBek 6e3 rnas, Kak Tbl, X0351H,
KyZa nyyiie, Yem C LYPHbIM r1a3om».

A Bbl fymaeTe, 3T0 oropyano Ckpygaxa? [da HuUckonbko. OH coBep-
lan CBOW >XWM3HEHHbI MyTb, CTOPOHACHL BCEX, U Te, KTO €ro Xopowo



3Han, cuuTanu, 4YTo OTNYruBaTb Manelillee MNPOsABAeHWE CUMNATUKU eMY
flaxe Kak-To Cnagko.

N BOT ofHaXAbl — W MNPUTOM He KOrja-Hubyab, a B caMblii CO-
YeNbHUK — cTapuK CKpyaX Kopnen y cebsa B KOHTOPe Haf CYETHbIMM
KHUramu. Bbina xonofgHas, yHblnas noroga, Aa K TOMY Xe ele TymaH,
n CKpyAX chblllan, Kak 3a OKHOM MPOXOXWe CHOBanu B3aj W Bnepes,
rPOMKO TOMas Mo TPoTyapy, OTAYBasACb U KONoTA ce6s no 60kam, 4ToO6bI
corpeTbca. [OpoAcCKMe 4yacbl Ha KOMOKO/bHE TOMbLKO 4TO MNpobunn Tpwu
yaca, HO CTaHOBM/OCb y)XXe TeMHO, fa B TOT feHb W C yTpa BCe XMypu-
N0Cb, U OFOHbKM CBeYel, 3aTen/MBLINXCA B OKHaX COCEAHUX KOHTOP,
NOXUnuchb 6arpoBbIMM Ma3KaMu Ha TEMHYIO 3aBecy TymMaHa — Takyio
MNOTHYI, YTO Ka3anoCb, €e MOXHO Nolynatb pykoil. TymaH 3anonsan
B KaXAYH LWeNb, NpocaymBancs B KaXAYl 3aMOUYHYH CKBaXWHY, K
Jaxe B 3TOM TeCHOM [BOpe JOMa HanpoTuB, efBa pa3MyMMble 3a ryc-
TON rpsA3HO-CefOi neneHol, 6bIIM NOXO0XWM Ha npu3paku. naga Ha
KNy6bl TymMaHa, CnyCcKaBLIMECS BCE HUXE U HUXe, CKpbiBas OT rna3 Bce
npeameTbl, MOXHO 6bl10 NogymaTb, YTO cama lpupoga OTKpbifia rae-To
Mo COCeACTBY MUBOBapHKO W BapuT cebe NUBO K MpasgHUKY.

CKpyZX pepXan f[Bepb KOHTOPbl MPUOTBOPEHHOW, fabbl uUMeTb
BO3MOXHOCTb MPUrAAaAbiBaTb 32 CBOMM K/IEPKOM, KOTOPbI B TEMHOWA
ManeHbKOW KamOpKe, BepHee CKas3aTb YynaH4yMKe, nepenucbiBan bymaru.
Ecnn y Ckpyf)Xa B KamMuHe yrns 6bi10 ManoBato, TO Y Knepka W Toro
MeHblle, — Ka3anocb, TaM TNeeT OAUH-eAMHCTBEHHbIV Yyronek. Ho
KNepK He Mor nofbpocutb yrns, Tak Kak CKpY[X fepXan AWK ¢ yrinem
y cebs B KOMHaTe, U CTOMNO KMEePKY NOABUTLCA TaM C KaMWUHHbIM COB-
KOM, KaK XO03fIMH HauyuHan BblpaXaTb ONaceHue, 4To NpPUAETCA emy
pacctaTtbCs CO CBOWM MOMOLLHUKOM. [M03TOMY Kiepk o6moTan ek no-
TyXe 6efbIM LWEePCTAHbIM Wap(oM M NonbiTanca 060rpeTbC y CBEUKMU,
OflHaKo, He 06nagas 0CO6EHHO MbIIKUM BOOOpPaXeHWeM, U TyT noTep-
nen Heygauy.

— C HacTynawlwum npasgHukom, gagwowka! >enawo BaM Xopo-
lWeHbKO MOBecenuTbCcs Ha cBATKax! — pasfanca >XW3HepagoCTHbIN
Bo3rnac. 3To Obln ronoc nneMsHHuka Ckpyaxa. Monogoil uvenosek
CTO/Ib  CTPEMUTENLHO BOPBanNCA B KOHTOPY, 4TO CKpyAX He ycnen
NOAHATL FONOBY OT 6ymar, Kak MNAeMSHHUK YyXe CTOoAn BO3Me ero
cTona.

— B3gop! — nposopyan Ckpymx. — Yenyxa!l

MnemaHHMK CKpyfgKa Tak pasorpencs, 604po waras no Moposyy,
4YTO KasanocCb, OT Hero nMbllWeT XapoMm, Kak OT neyku. Llekn y Hero

paenn — npsmo n60-40poro CMOTpeThb, rfnasa CBepkanu, a M30 pTa
Banun nap.

— OTO0 CBATKM — Yenyxa, AA4KOWKA? — Mepecrnpocuni NieMsH-
HUK. — BepHo, 9 Bac He noHan!

— Cnbixann! — ckasan Ckpyax — [loBecenutbcqd Ha cBATKax!

A Tbl-TO N0 Kakomy npaBy Xouewsb BecenntbcA? Kakue y Teb6a OCHO-
BaHUA Ansa Becenba? Wnu Tebe KaxeTcs, 4yTO Tbl ewe HeLOCTATOYHO
6eneH?

— B Takom cnyyae, — Becesio 0T03BaNCA NNEMAHHUK, — MO Ka-
KOMY MNpaBy Bbl TaK MPayHO HacTpoeHbl, Aaaowka? Kakue y Bac OCHO-
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KUNu3 6bITb YrplOMbIM? MM BaM KaXKeTCs, YTO Bbl €LLe HeAoCTaTOYHO
6oratbl?
Ha 3To CKpyZAXX, He yCneB NpUroToBUTb 60/Mee BPa3yMUTENLHOTO

0TBeTa, MOBTOPUN CBOe «B370P» U MPUCOBOKYMNUA elle «yemyxal».

He BopuuTe, AgflOWIKa, — cKa3an NAeMSHHUK.

A U4TO MHe NpuKaxelb Aenatb, — BO3pas3ui CKpymXK, — exe-
NN A XWBY Cpean TakMX OCTOMONOB, Kak Thl? Becenble cBaTku! Bece-
nble cBATkM! [la npoBasuchb Thl CO CBOMMM cBsiTKaMu! UTO Takoe CBATKU
0N TaKMX, KakK Tbl? JTO 3HAYMT, YTO Mopa MAaTuTb NO CYeTaM, a [eHer
XO0Tb Wapom nokaTu. lMopa noaBOAUTbL rofoBoi 6GanaHc, a Yy Teb64
U3 Mecsiua B Mecfi, HMKAKUX MpuObIIeid, 0gHN YObITKU, U XOTA K
TBOEMY BO3pacTy npubaBunach efuMHuLa, K KanuTtany He npubaBUIOChH

HU eAuHOro neHHW. [a 6yfAb MOSi BOMsS, — Herogywolle npoaomKan
CKpyAX, — s 6bl TaKOro o/yxa, KOTOpbIA GeraeT M Kpuuut: «Becenble
cBATKN! Becenble CBATKU!» — CcBapuWi 6bl XXWBLEM BMECTe C HauWH-

KO Ans CBATOYHOrO NyAWHra, a B MOTWIY €My BOrHan KoM U3 0OCT-
ponucTa.

— [Aapowka! — B3MonuncA nNAeMAHHUK.

— TMnemaHHMK! — oTpesan gagwwka. — Cnpasnsii cBOU CBATKU
KaK 3HaelWwb, a MHe MpejocTaBb CNPas/fiATb UX MO-CBOEMY.

— CnpaBnate! — BOCKAWKHYN MNEMAHHUK. — Tak Bbl XX€ UX HU-

Kak He cnpaBnsete!

— Torpga He Mewalh MHe 0 HUX 3a6blITb. MHOro Npoky Tebe 6b110
0T 3Tux cBATOK! MHOro npoky Te6e OT Hux 6ygert!

— Mano 1 ecTb Ha CBeTe XOPOLIWX BELLeil, OT KOTOPbIX MHe He
6bI10 NpPoKy, — OTBeYan MAeMSHHUK. — BOT Xx0Ta 6bl M poxAaecT-
BEHCKMe npasgHuku. Ho Bce paBHO, MOMUMO 61aroroBeHus, KOTOpoe
MCNbITbiBaeWb nepej 3TUM CBSAWEHHbIM C/MIOBOM, M 61aro4yecTuBbIX
BOCMOMWHAHUA, KOTOpPbIe HEOTAENMMbl OT Hero, A BCerga Xpgan 3Tux
[LHER Kak caMblX XOpOWMUX B rogy. 3T0 pafoCTHble AHW — AHW MWNO-
cepamsa, [o06pOTbl, BCEMPOULEHWUS. ITO EAMHCTBEHHbIE [HM BO BCEM
KaneHgape, Korga naun, CNOBHO NO MONYaiUMBOMY COrfiacuio, cBob6oaHo
packpblBalOT ApYr ApYyry cepfua U BUAAT B CBOUX BAMKHUX — faxe
B HEMMYLLMX UM 06e340NMEHHBIX — TaKWX Xe J/jAeil, Kak OHW camu,
6pegywnx OAHON C HMUMK [OPOroii K MOrune, a He Kakue-TO cyllecTBa
MHOI NOpoAbl, KOTOpPbIM nojobaeT uATW ApyruM nyTem. A rnocemy,
OAAOLWKA, XOTA 3TO BEPHO, YTO HAa CBATKAX Yy MEHS elle HW pasy He
npu6aBnIOCL HW OAHOM MOHETKM B KapmaHe, A Beplo, YTO POXAECTBO
NPUHOCUT MHe A06po 1 6yaeT NPUHOCUTL J06PO, U Aa 34paBCTBYET pPOX-
Jectso!

Knepk B CBOEM 3aKyTKe HeBOJ/IbHO 3ax/jonan B flafowun, HO TYT Xe,
0CO3HaB BCe HEMpuAn4YMe TakKoro noBefeHus, 6pocunca MewwaTb Ko4yep-
roi yram u noracun MOoCNegHI XYAOCOUYHYHO WCKPY...

— O, Bbl! — ckaszan Ckpyax. — Euie ofuH 3BYK, W Bbl OTMpasa-
HyeTe Balun CBATKW rAe-HMbyAb B Apyrom mecte. A Bbl, €3p, — 06pa-
TUACS OH K NNEMAHHWUKY, — Bbl, A BUWXY, KpACHOOaii. YpamBAatoCh,
noyemy Bbl He B MapfiameHTe.

— bypeT Bam ruesaTbca, gaarowkal HasepaiTecb K HaMm 3aBTpa
n otobefanTte y Hac.



CKpyp)K oTBeyasn, 4TOo CKopee OH HaBepgaeTca K. [la, Tak U cKa-
3a/, 6e3 BCAKOro CTECHEHMWA, U B 3aK/MHOYEHMNE ,U.O6aBI/I]'I euie HECKOJ/IbKO
KpenKnx CnoBEYEK.

— [la nouyemy >e? — BCKpUYan nneMsHHuUK. — [lodyemy?

— A nouemy Tbl XeHuUnca? — cnpocun CKpyax.

— Bno6unca, BoT noyemy.

— Bnw6unca! — nposopuan CKpPYAX TakKWM TOHOM, CNOBHO

yCcnbllwan ewe ofHY OTYadAHHYK HenenocTb BPOJEe «BECENblIX CBA-
TOK». — Hy, yecTb umeto!

— Ho nocnywaiTe, AA4KOLWKA, Bbl XX€ U paHbLUe He XXanoBaan Me-
Hf CBOMMM MOCELLEHMAMU, 3a4EM XXEe Tenepb CBanuMBaTb BCE Ha MOKO
XEeHNTLOY?

— UYecTb umero! — nostopun CKpyox.

— /[la 5 >Ke HW4Yero y BaC He Mpowy, MHE HW4Yero OT Bac He Hal
[O6HO. lMoyeMy HaMm He 6bITb ApY3bAMMK?

— YecTb umern! — ckasan CKpyox.

— OuyeHb Xanb, YTO Bbl TaK HEMPeKNoHHbl. A BeAb HUKOrfja He
CCOpUCA C BaMWU W HUKaK He MOWMY, 3a 4YTO Bbl Ha MeH§ CepAuTeCh.
WM Bce-Taku A cgenan 3Ty MOMbITKY K CONMXEHUIO pagu npasgHuka. Hy
YTO XX, i CBOEMY Mpas3fHNYHOMY HACTPOEHMWIO HE U3MEHI0. VTak, enarw
BaM BeCenoro poXkjecTsa, AAAMLIKA.

— YecTb umero! — ckasan Ckpyox.
— W cuactnmsoro Hosoro roga!
— YecTb umeto! — nosTopun CKpyax.

W Bce Xe NNeMAHHWK, NoKufasd KOHTOPY, HAUYEeM He Bblpas3nn cBO-
el focaabl. B ABepaxX OH 3afepikancs, 4ToObl MPUHECTU CBOM NO3Apas-
NeHns Knepky, KOTOpbI/i XOTS U OKOYeHeN OT X003, TeEM He MeHee OKa-
3anca Tensee CKpyaxa W Cepfie4HO OTBevas Ha MPUBETCTBUE.

— BOT elle oANH yManuweHHbIi! — npobopmoTan CKpyax, nog-
cnywaslwmnii oTBeT Knepka. — KakKol-TO Xankuii nucew, C XanoBaHb-
eM B NATHajLaTh LWWNNHIOB, 06PEMEHEHHbI XXeHOW 1 AeTbMu, a Tyaa
Xe — TOoNKyeT 0 Becenblx cBATKax! OT Takux Bnopy xoTb B begnam cbe-
Xatb!

A 6GefHblli YManuIeHHbI TeM BPEMEHeM, BbIMYCTUB MIEMAHHMKA
CKpygxa, BMYCTUN HOBbIX MNoceTuTenei. 3To OblIM  fBa [AOPOLHBIX
OXKEHTNbMEeHa MPUATHOW HapyXHOCTWU, B PYKax OHW [epXanun Kakue-To
nanku n 6ymarn. CHSB WANAMNbI, OHX BCTYMWAN B KOHTOPY W MOKAOHW-
nnce CKpyaxy.

— CKpyax n Mapnu, ecnu He ownbawcb? — CNPOCUN OfUH U3
HUX, CBEPUBLUNCL C KAKUM-TO CMUCKOM.— VIMelo A y0BONbLCTBUE pas3-
roeapusaTb ¢ Muctepom CKpyaxem uau muctepom Mapnu?

— MucTtep Mapnn yxXe ceMb NeT Kak NOKOUTCA Ha Knagbwuie, —
otBeyan CKkpymKk. — OH ymep B COYe/lbHWUK, POBHO CeMb NeT Hasaj.

— B Takom cnyvyae Mbl He COMHeBaeMcs, YTO WeApoCTb U LWIMPOTa
HaTypbl MOKOWHOrO0 B PaBHON Mepe CBONCTBEHHa W MEpPeXMBLUEMY ero
KOMMaHbOHY, — MPOW3HEC OAWH W3 [XXEHT/IbMEeHOB, NPeAbABAAA CBOU
LOKYMEHTHI.

W oH He owwunbecqa, 6o OHWM cTOMAM ApPYyr Apyra, 3TU [JOCTOMHbIe
KOMMaHbOHbI, 3TV POACTBEHHbIE AYLIW. Y C/biXaB 3/10BELee CNOBO «llef-
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pocTb», CKpyLK Haxmypuics, nokadyan rojoBoii M BO3BpaTUA NoCeTU-
Teno ero bymaru.

B 3TM npasgHuuHble AHU, MucTep CKpyAaX, — NpoOAoAXan
nocetutenb, 6eps C KOHTOPKU nepo, — 6onee yYem Korga-nnéo nopo-
6aeT HaMm MO Mepe cul NpoOsBAATL 3a60Ty O CUPbIX U 06E3[0NEHHbIX,
KOM 0COBEHHO CTpaXAyT B TaKyl CypoBYyl Mnopy roga. TeicAum 6ef-
HSKOB TepnaT HYXAy B camMOM Heo6X0AUMOM. COTHM TbICAY He UMeKT
KpbILIW Haj FO/0BOWA.

— Pa3Be y Hac HeT ocTporos? — cnpocun CKpyax.

— OcTporos? CKOMbKO YrofHoO, — OTBeYas MOCeTUTeNb, Knagd
06paTHO Mnepo.

— A paboTHble goma? — npogomkan Ckpyax. — OHU f[eicT-
BYIOT MO-NpPexHemy?

— K coxaneHuio, no-npexHemy. XoTsa, — 3ameTW/] MNOCETU-
Tenb, — A 6bl1 Obl paf coo6WMNTb, YTO UX NPUKPBIIN.

— 3HauuUT, N NPUHYANTENbHbIe pab0Thbl CYLLECTBYHOT 1 3aKOH 0 6ea-
HbIX OCTaeTca B cune?

— Hu TO HM [pyroe He OTMEHEHO.

— A Bbl 6bl0 Hanyraaum MeHs, rocnoga. M3 Bawux CnNoBs
A roTOB OblN 3aKNO4YUTb, YTO BCA 3Ta 6naras A4esTeNbHOCTb NO KakuUM-
TO MpUYMHAM CBenacb Ha HeT. Paj ciblwaTtb, YTO S owwnbes.

— byayumn y6exgeH B TOM, 4YTO BCE 3TU 3aKOHbl U yUpexAeHus
HWYero He [alwT HW Aylle, HU Teny, — BO3pa3ua MOCETUTENb, — Mbl
pewmnnm npoBecT cBOp MOXepTBOBaHWA B NONb3y 6eAHAKOB, 4TOGbLI
KYNUTb UM HEKYK TOMWKY efibl, MUTbS U Tennoin ogexpabl. Mbl n3bpanu
AN 3TOM UeNn Cco4velbHUK MMEHHO MOTOMY, 4YTO B 3TW AHW HYXAa
owyuiaerca ocobeHHO ocTpo, a n3obunve gaetT 0CO6EHHO MHOro pajo-
cTu. Kakyl cymMMy MO03BO/MTE 3anucaTb OT BalIero MMeHu?

— Hukakoli.

— Bbl X0TUTe XXepTBOBaTb, He OTKPbIBasA CBOEro MMeHu?

— ¢ xo4y, 4TO6bLI MEHS OCTaBWIW B NOKoe, — oTpe3an CKpygxK. —
IMOCKONbKY Bbl, MXEHTAbMEHbI, MOXenaau Yy3HaTb, 4Yero f Xxo4vy, —
BOT Bam Mol OTBeT. A He 6anyw cebs- Ha npasfgHMKax U He UMEK
cpeAcTB 6anoBaTbh 6e34eNbHUKOB. 1 NOAAEPXKMBAKD YNOMAHYThIE YUpeX-
LeHUusA, N 3To 06XoAMTCA MHe HegeweBo. Hyxpawouwumecs MoryT 06-
pawaTtbca Tyga.

— He Bce 3TO MOryT, a MHble U He XOTAT — CKOpee YMpyT.

— Ecnu oHM npegnounTaldT ymupaTb, TeMm fydlle, — CKasan
CKpymX. — OTO COKpaTUT U3NMLWEK HacefeHUsi. A Kpome TOro, M3BU-
HUTE, MEHA 3TO He MHTepecyeT.

— OT0 AO/MKHO 6bl Bac MHTEpecoBaTb.

— MeHA BCe 3TO COBEPLUEHHO He KacaeTcs, — ckasan CKpyax. —
MycTb KaXAblil 3aHUMaeTCsA CBOUMM [AefloOM. Y MeHs, BO BCSKOM C/yuae,
CBOMX fen no ropno. o cBuAaHus, LKEHTAbMEHbI!

Bugs, uto HacTauBaTb 6ecnofie3sHO, AKEHT/bMEHbl yAanuauch, a
CKpYAX, OYeHb [A0BO/IbHbIA C060M, BepHy/nCs K CBOWM MNpPEpPBaHHbIM
3aHATUAM B He0ObIYHO BECE/IOM [/ HEro HacTpOeHUMu.

Mex TeM 3a OKHOM TyMaH U MpaK HacTO/bKO CryCTU/NCh, YTO Ha
ynuuax nosBuanch (akenblLUKU, NpefnaraBline cBOM ycnyrm — 6e-
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XaTb Brepefn akunaxei u ocBewaTb fopory. CTapuHHas LepKOBHas
KO/TOKO/IbHS, Yeli APeBHUIA OCUMLWUIA KONOKON LenbiMn AHAMU UPOHMYe-
CKM Kocuncs Ha CKpyaXa M3 CTpenbyaToro OKOHLLA, COBCEM CKpbliach
U3 rnas, u KOJOKO/M OT3BaHMBaN 4acbl M 4eTBepTW rpae-to B obnakax,
CONpoBOXAas KaXAbli yaap TakuM XanobHbiM gpebesxalium Tpemono,
C/TIOBHO Yy Hero 3y6 Ha 3y6 He nomagan oT xonoga. A Mopo3 Bce Kpen-
yan. B yrny Asopa, NpUMbIKaBLUEM K FN1aBHOW ynuue, paboume YMHUAM
rasoBble Tpy6bl W pa3Benn GONMbLWOW OrOHb B )XApOBHE, BOKPYr KOTOPOii
cobpanacb TONnMa o6bopBaHuUeB M Manbuuwek. OHM Tpenn pykKu Hag
)KQpOBHEW W He CBOAMAM C MblNAOWMKX Yraei 3a4apoBaHHOTo B3opa.
3 BOAONPOBOAHOIO KpaHa Ha yaule couunach Boja, U OH, M03abbiThll
BCEMM, MOHEMHOry o6pacTan Ab4OM B TOCK/IMBOM OJMHOYECTBE, MOKa
He MPEeBPATUNCH B YHbIIYK CKONMb3KYH TNblGy. [a30Bble famnbl SPKO
ropenm B BUTPMHAX MarasumHoB, 6Gpocas KpacHOBaTblii 0TGNMeCcK Ha
6nefHble NMLa NPOXOXWUX, a BEeTOYKM W AroAbl OCTPOAMCTA, YKpallaB-
Wne BUTPUHbLI, MOTPECKUBANM OT >apbl. 3efIeHHble U KYPATHbIE NaBKM
6bIN yKpaweHbl Tak HapsfHO M MbIWHO, YTO NPeBpPaTUINCL B HEYTO
OVWKOBMHHOE, CKa304YHOE, M HEBO3MOXHO GblI0 MOBEPUTb, BGYATO OHWU
UMEKT KaKoe-TO KacaTeNlbCTBO K TaKUM O6bIfEeHHbIM BellaM, KakK Kynns-
npogaxa. J/lopf-map B CBOEil BeNMYECTBEHHON pe3nfeHLMMN yXXe Haka-
3blBa/l NATU [ecATKaMm MOBAapoOB U ABOPELKWUX He yaapuTb B rpsdb Nn-
oM, fabbl OH MOr BCTPETUTb MPa3fHUK Kak MNofobaeT, U faxe ManeHb-
KU MOPTHSXKa, KOTOPOro OH 06M0XWA HaKaHyHe WTpagom 3a Mnoss-
NeHVe Ha YyNuue B HETPE3BOM BUAE U KPOBOXafHble HaMepeHUs, yxe
pasmewnBan y cebs Ha Yepjake CBOW NpasfHWYHbLIA NyAWHT, B TO Bpe-
M5 KaK ero Touias >XeHa C TOLWUM CbIHWLWIKOA nobexana MokynaTb ro-
BAAUHY.

Bce ryuwe TymaH, Bce Kpenuye Mopo3! JIOTbIA, MPOHU3bIBAKLLWIA
xonop! Ecnu 6bl cBATOW [yHCTaH BMECTO packaneHHbIX WMWMLOB XBa-
TUA caTaHy 3a HOC 3TakKMM MOPO3LeM, BOT 6Gbl TOT B3BblA OT CTO/b
OCHOBATE/IbHOro wWinnKa!

Hekuii tOHbIA 06nagatenb AOBOMBHO HUYTOXHOTO HOCa, K TOMY
e MOpPSiAKOM Y>Xe MWCKYCaHHOro MPOXOP/JMBbBIM MOPO30M, KOTOpPbIiA
BLEMWUICA B Hero, Kak ronogHas co6aka B KOCTb, MPU/bHYN K 3amou-
HOM CKBaKMHe KOHTOpbl CKpypAxa, >enas NOCNaBUTb POXAECTBO, HO
Mpu NepBbIX e 3BYKax CBATOYHOIO FMMHa:

[a nownetr BaM pagocTb 6or.
|_|yCTb HWYTO BaC He nevyaauT.. —

CKpYyAX TaK pelnTeNbHO CXBaTUN fIMHeKy, 4To-neBeL, B cTpaxe 6exan,
OCTaBMB 3aMOYHYI CKBaXWHY BO BNacTu ntob6e3Horo CKpygxy TymaHa
n euie 6onee 6AM3KOr0 emy no Ayxy MOpO3a.

HakoHel, npuwno Bpems 3akpbliBaTb KOHTOPY. CKpYyAX C HeoXo-
TON cne3 cO CBOEro BbICOKOro TabypeTa, nogaBasi 3TUM 6e3MOJBHbIN
3HAK M3HbIBABLUEMY B YynaHe K/epKy, U TOT MIFHOBEHHO 3ajyn CBeuy
N Hajen wnasny.

— Bbl Hebocb 3aBTpa BOBCE He HaMepeHbl ABNATbLCHA Ha pabo-
Ty? — cnpocun CKpyax.



Ecnu TONbKO 3TO BNOAHe yfo6HO, c3p.

370 coBceM Heyfob6HO, — ckasan CKpynX, — U Hegobpoco-
BECTHO. Ho ecnu a4 yfepXy c Bac 3a 3TO MONKPOHbI, Bbl Bedb byfeTe
cumTa Tb Ce651 OBVKEHHbIM, He TakK u?

Knepk BblfaBUn HeKOTOpPOe MOA0GUe YNbIGKN.

OpgHako, — npogomkan CKpyaX, — BaM He NPUXOAWUT B ro-
NOBY, YTO A MOFy cuYMTaTb Ce6s 0BVMKEHHbIM, KOrfa mnaavy BaM Xao-
BaHbe [apoM.

Knepk 3ameTun, 4yto 3TO ObiBaeT OfWH pa3 B rogy.

[oBonbHO cnaboe onpaBfaHWe ANS TOro, YTo6Gbl KaXAblli rof,
fBajuaTb MATOro Aekabps, 3anyckaTb PyKy B MOW KapmaH, — Mpo-
n3Hec CKpypmX, 3acTerusas naabTo Ha BCe Myrosuubl. — Ho, Kak BUAHO,
Bbl BO 4YTO Obl TO HM CTaN0 XOTWTe MPOTynaTb 3aBTpa Uenblli AeHb.
Tak M3BONIbTE NOCNE3aBTPa SBUTbCA KaK MOXHO paHblUe.

Knepk noobelwan SIBUTbCA Kak MOXHO paHblie, U CKpymxX, npo-
[onas BopuyaTb, WAarHyn 3a nopor. Bo MrHoBeHue oka KOHTopa 6biia
3anepTa, a Knepk, cKaTMBlIMCbL pa3 fABafuaTb — fAabbl BO3AaTb fAaHb
COYeNbHUKY — NO NefdaHoOMYy cKnoHy KopHxunna BMecTe C 0OpaBol
Manbumwek (KOHLbl ero 6enoro wapdga Tak M pa3BeBajUCb Y HEro 3a
CNUHOI, Beflb OH He MOT MO3BO/IMTbL cebe POCKOWb MMeTb NanbTo), Npu-
NycTUACS CO BCeEX HOr AomMoil B KempeH-TayH — wurpatb CO CBOMMMU
pebATULIKAMMN B XMYPKMU.

CKpyAX Cben CBOM YHbINbIA 06ef B YHbIIOM TpakTuWpe, FAe OH
MMen 06bIKHOBEHUWE 06eAaTh, MPOCMOTPE BCE UMEBLUMECS TaM raseThl W,
CKOpOTaB OCTATOK Beuyepa Haf MPUXOA0-PAaCXOAHON KHWUIOW, oTnpa-
BUNCA [oMoi cnatb. OH MpoXuBan B KBapTuMpe, NpuUHagNexaBLUei
KOrja-to ero nNokoWHOMY KOMMaHbOHYy. JTO 6blfa MpauyHas aHunaga
KOMHaT, 3aHMMaBLUasi 4yacTb HEBbICOKOr0 YrprOMOro 3faHus B rybuHe
4Bopa. [lom 3TOT Obl1 MOCTPOEH SBHO HE Ha MeCTe, W HEBO/MbHO Mpu-
XOAMN0 Ha YM, 4TO KOr[a-TO Ha 3ape CBOel HOHOCTW OH cnyuyaliHo 3abe-
Xan ciofa, urpas ¢ Apyrumu AoMamu B NPSATKU, Aa TaK U 3acTpsn, He
Haigs nyTn o6paTHO. Tenepb YX 3TO Obla BecbMa cTapblli 4OM U BeCb-
Ma MpauHblil, U, Kpome CKpyfXKa, B HEM HUKTO He XMW/, a BCe O0CTaNbHble
MOMeLLeHNa chaBaiuCb BHAaeM Moj KOHTopbl. Bo gBope 6bina Takas Te-
MeHb, UTO aaxke CKpymX, 3HaBLWMWIA TaM KaXAblli 6YNbDKHUK, MPUHYX-
[ieH 6bln NpobupaTbCs OLWYNbiO, a B YEPHOW MOABOPOTHE AoMa Knybuncs
TaKOW rycToii TymaH W nexan Takol TONCTbIA CNOl UHes, CMOBHO cam
310 AyX HemnorofAbl CUAEN TaM, MOTPYXeHHbl B TsHKenoe pasgyMbe.

W BoT. [1OCTOBEPHO W3BECTHO, YTO B [BEPHOM MOJ/IOTKE, BUCEBLUEM
Yy BXOAHbIX [Bepeli, He ObINO0 HWYEro MPUMeYaTesbHOro, ec/in He Cuu-
TaTb €ro HeMOMepHO 60/1bLWKX pa3MepoB. HeocnoprvMbIM OCTaeTca U TOT
thakT, uto CKpymK BuAen 3TOT MONOTOK E€XEYyTpeHHe U exeBeyepHe
C TOro Camoro fAHf, Kak Nocenuncs B 3ToM fome. He nNoAnexuT comHe-
HUIO 1 TO, 4TO CKPYAX OTHIOAb HE MOT MOXBaAUTbCA OCOBEHHO XXWUBOW
thaHTasmnein. OHa y Hero paboTana He fiydlle, a, NOXanyi, Aaxe N Xyxe,
4yem y no60ro NOHAOHLA, HEe UCKNOYaa faxe (& 3TO CUAbHO CKasaHo!)
rOpOACKNX COBETHWKOB, ONAEPMEHOB M YNEHOB ruabaun. Heobxogmmo
3amMeTuTh ele, 4To CKpPyAX, YNOMSIHYB [HEM O CBOEM KOMMaHbOHE,
CKOHYaBLIeMCS CeMb JfieT Has3afj, 0onblle HU pasy He BCNOMHUA
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0 MNOKOWHOM. A Tenepb NyCTb MHE KTO-HUGYAb OOBACHWUT, Kak MOFN0
CnyunTbecs, 4To CKPYAX, BCTABMB K/OY B 3aMOYHYH CKBaXWHY, BHe-
3anHo yBugen nepej co6oii He KOMOTYLWKY, KOTopas, KCTaTh CKa3aTb, He
nofiBepriacb 3a 370 BPeMA PelinTeNbHO HUKAKUM W3MEHEHMSM, a nuuo

Mapnu.
Nnyo Mapnu. OHO He yTonano B HEMPOHWLAEMOM Mpake, Kak BCe
ocTa/lbHble MpegMeTbl BO ABOPe, a HanpoTMB TOr0 — W3Nyyano npwu-

3payHblii CBeT, COBCEM KaK FHWNON omap B TeMHOM norpe6e. OHO He
BbIpaXKasio HM APOCTMW, HU THeBa, a B3Mpano Ha CKpyaxa COBepLUEeHHO
TakK Xe, KaK CMOTpen Ha Hero NOKOWHbIA Mapnu npu XXW3HW, CABUHYB
cBOM 6GecLBeTHble 04YKM Ha 6nefdHbli, Kak y MepTBeua, 106. ToNbKO BO-
NoCbl KaK-TO CTPAHHO LUEBENNINCL, CIOBHO Ha HUX BEANO XapoMm W3 ro-
psuyeil meum, a WMPOKO packpbiTble rnasa CMOTPeNN COBEPLUEHHO He-
MOABUXHO, M 3TO B COYETaHWU C TPYMHbIM LBETOM /MLA BHYLIANO YyXac.
M BCe Xe He CTONbKO CaMblli BUA WMAW BblpaXKeHuWe 3TOro nuua 66110
YXaCHO, CKOMbKO 4YTO-TO APYroe, 4Yto ObINO Kak 6bl BHE ero.

CKpyZX BO BCe rnasa YCTaBW/CA Ha 3TO AMBO, U Nuuo Mapnu TyT
)K€ MpeBpaTunoCh B [BEPHO MOMOTOK.

Mbl 661 NOKPUBUAM AYLIONA, cKasaB, 4TO CKpyAX He 6bin NopaxeH
M NO Xunam y Hero He npobexkan TOT XONOAOK, KOTOPOro OH He OLly-
Wwan ¢ manonetrcrsa. Ho nocne MUHYTHOro KofebaHus OH CHOBa peLuu-
TeNbHO B3A/1CA 3a K/OY, NMOBEPHY/N €ro B 3aMKe, BOWEN B JOM M 3a-
Xer caeuy.

MpaBga, OH NOMEANWA HEMHOrO, Npexae 4eM 3axa0MHYTb 3a CO-
60li ABepb, M faXe C ONACKOW 3arffsiHyn 3a Hee, CIOBHO 60fCb YBUAETH
Kocuuy Mapnu, Topyallyl CKBO3b [Bepb Ha fecTHuuy. Ho Ha asepwu
He OblI0 HUYEero, KpOMe BMHTOB W raek, Ha KOTOpbIX AEpXascs MOJSo-
TOK, W, npobopmoTaB: «Tbdy Tbl, nponactb!», CKpymAX C TPeckom
3ax/10MHYN [Bepsb.

CTyK fBepn NpoKaTW/ACcs No JOMY, NOLOOGHO packaTy rpoma, u Kax-
fias KOMHaTa BepXHEero sTaxa MW Kaxpgasa 604yka BHM3Yy, B norpebe
BMHOTOProBLa, 0TO3Basacb Ha HEro pasHoOrofocbiM 3axoMm. Ho Ckpyax
6bln He M3 Tex, KOro 3To MOXeT 3anyraTb. OH 3anep ABepb Ha 3ajBWX-
Ky M Hayan He cnewa nogHMmatbCA Mo NecTHULE, ONpaBass no gopore
cBeuvy.

Bam 3HakOMbl 3TV MPOCTOPHbIE CTapble NIECTHULbLI? Tak U KaxeT-
C, UYTO MO HUM MOXHO MpoexaTbCA B KapeTe LIecTepHeid M npoTa-
WNUTb YTO YrogHo. W pas3Be B 3TOM OTHOLEHWW OHM HE HaMmoOMWHaKT
Cnerka Haw HOBbIA napnameHT? Hy, a no TOW necTHMUe MOrAo Obl
nNpoiiTn uenoe norpebanbHoe WecTBME, U ecnn Obl faxe KOMY-TO Npu-
lna 0XoTa MOCTaBUTb Katadank nonepek, ornob6aamm — K CTeHe, fBep-
uaMum — K mepunam, U TOorja Ha necTHuUe ocTanocb 6bl elle fgocTa-
TOYHO CBOGOAHOrO MecTa.

He 3To AM NOCAYXWN0 NPUYMHOM TOro, 4to CKPYAXy nouvyau-
nocb, 6yATO BNepean HEro no fieCTHULe caMu CO60M ABUXKYTCS B MONy-
Mpake MOXOPOHHble Aporn? YTobbl Kak cnefyeT OCBETUTb TakKyl NecT-
HULY, He XBaTWA0 6bl U NONAOKUHBI Fa30BbiX (hOHapeli, Tak YTO BaM He-
TpygHO cebe MpeAcTaBUTh, B Kakoi Mepe ofuMHOKas cBevya CKpymaxa
Morna paccesTb Mpak.
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Ho Ckpyax Ha 3TO nneBaTb XOTen U [ABUHY/ACS fAanblie BBePX
No NecTHUuUe. 3a TEMHOTY AeHer He naaTaT, U notomy CKpyLXK Hu-
Yyero He uMen NPOTUB TEMHOTbl. Bce e, npexge 4Yem 3ax/J0MHYTb
3a cobol TAXenyw [ABepb CBOel KBapTupbl, CKpyaX npowenca no
KOMHaTaM, 4To6bl yJOCTOBEPUTbLCA, YTO BCe B nopsake. V1 He yauBu-
TeIbHO — /MU0 NOKOWHOro Mapnnm Bce eule CTOSA0 Y Hero nepeg
rnasamu.

locTuHas, cnanbHA, KnafoBas. Be3ge Bce Kak cnepyeT 6biTb. Mopa
CTO/IOM — HWKOrO, Nof AMBAHOM — HWKOFO, B KaMWHe TaeeT CKynoli
OFOHEK, MUCKa M NOXKa XAYT Ha CTO/e, KacTPH/ibKa C XUAKON OBCSAH-
Ko  (koeih CKpymxX nonb3oBan cebs Ha HOYb OT MPOCTYAbl) — Ha
nofiouke B ouvare. Ioj KpoBaTbld — HWKOrO, B WKaly — HUKOrO, B Xa-
nate, BUCEBLUEM Ha CTEHe U WMEBLIEM KaKOW-TO NOAO3PUTENbHbIN
BUA, — TOXe HUKOro. B knafoBol BCce Ha MecTe: pXaBble KaMUHHbIE
pelweTkn, Nnapa cTapbiX 6aliMakoB, ABe KOP3WHbI 415 pblObl, TPEXHOTUIA
YMbIBaIbHUK M KOuYepra.

Y 4OBNEeTBOPUBLUMCL OCMOTPOM, CKpPyAX 3anep ABepb B KBApTUpY —
3anep, 3ameTbTe, Ha ABa 060pOTa KAKYa, YTO BOBCE HE BXOAM/IO B €ro
npuBblukKn. Orpagus cebs Taknum 06pa3oM OT BCAKUX HEOXUAAHHOCTEN,
OH CHAN TrancTyk, Hafen xanaT, HOYHOW KOMMaK W AoMawHue Tygau
MW cen y KamMuHa noxnebaTb OBCAHKM.

OroHb B ouare efne Tenauaca — Mano NPoky 6bI10 OT Hero B Ta-
KYIO XOMOAHYK HOYb. CKPYAXY MPULINOCL NPUABUHYTHCA BRAOTHYH K
peleTke W HU3KO HarHyTbCA Haj OrHeMm, 4YTO6bl OWYTUTb cnaboe Abl-
XaHue Tenna OT 3TOM >XaANKOW TopcTKM yrnei. KamuH 6bln cTapblii-
npecTapblii, CMOXEHHbIA B He3anaMsfTHbIe BPEMeHa KakKUM-TO TOnMaHA-
CKUM KynuoM W 0611L0BaHHbIA AUKOBUHHLIMWU FONMAHACKUMU M3pas-
uamu, n3obpaxaBlMMKN cLeHbl M3 CBAWEHHOro nucaHus. 34ecb 6biu
KanHbl 1 Asenu, govepun dapaoHa u uapuubl Casckue, Aspaambl 1 Ban-
Tacapbl, aHresbl, CXOA4ALME HA 3eMI0 Ha 06/1aKax, MOX0XMUX Ha Mepu-
Hbl, M anocTo/bl, NyCKalLlMeca B MOPCKOe MaaBaHWe Ha MnocyfuHax,
HanOMWHAKLWMX COYCHWKU, — CIOBOM, COTHM (Uryp, KOTOpble MOrAK
6bl 3aHATL MbicAM Ckpyaxa. OfHako HeT — auuo Mapnau, ymepLiero
CeMb NeT Hasaf, BO3HWUK/IO BAPYr nepej HUM, OXMWBLUee BHOBb, KakK He-
KOrfa >Xe3n MNpopoKa, W 3aCNOHWAO0 BCe OCTanbHOe. VM Ha Kakoi Obl
nspasey CKpyLX HU TASHYM, Ha KaX[OM TOTYac OTYEeT/IMBO BbiCTynana
ronosa Mapiym — TaK, CNOBHO Ha rnafKoi NOBEPXHOCTWM U3pasLoB
He 6bl/I0 BOBCE HMKaKMX M306pakeHunil, HO 3aTo OHa 06/1agana cnocob-
HOCTbIO BOCCO3JaBaTb 06pa3bl M3 OOPbIBKOB MbIC/eid, 6ecrnopsifoyHo
MeNbKaBLIMX B ero Mo3sry.

— UYenyxa! — npoBopyan CKpPYAX W NPUHANACA wWaraTb N0 KOM-
HaTe. Mpoigscb HECKO/IbKO pa3 M3 yrna B Yros, OH CHOBa Cen Ha CTyn
W OTKWHYN FONOBY Ha CNMWHKY. TyT B3rnsj ero ciyyaiHo ynan Ha KoJo-
KOMbYMK. DTOT cTapblii, faBHbIM-A4aBHO CTaBLWMWA HEHYXHbIM KOJIOKO/b-
UMK OblN, C KaKOW-TO HWMKOMY He BEAOMOW Lenbl, MOBELIeH Korja-
TO B KOMHaTe M COeAWHEH C OAHUM W3 MOMeLleHUn BEPXHEro ataxa.
C 6e3rpaHuM4HbIM U3YMIEHWEM U YYBCTBOM HEU3BACHUMOrO cTpaxa
CKpyaX 3aMeTUn BAPYr, 4YTO KOMOKOMbYMK HA4YMHAET packayuBaTbCs.
CHauana OH packauyuBancs ene 3aMeTHO, U 3BOHA MOYTU He ObINO C/bILL-
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HO, HO BCKOpe OH 3a3BOHW/ FPOMKO, W eMy Hayanu BTOPUTb BCe KONO-
KOMbYMKN B LOME.

3BOH [ANnMNCcA, BepoATHO, He 6onblle MUHYTbl, HO CKpyaXkKy 3Ta
MUHYyTa MNoOKa3anacb BEYHOCTbIO. [MOTOM KOMOKOMbYMKM CMOAKAM Tak
e BHe3anHo, Kak W 3a3BOHWAW, — Bce pa3oMm. WM ToTyac OTKyga-To
CHM3Yy [oHecnocb 6psauaHue xenesa — CNOBHO B Norpebe KTo-TO BO/O-
ynn no 6oykam TsXKenyk Uenb. HeBonbHO CKPyAXy NPUNOMHUANCH
pacckasbl 0 TOM, 4YTO, KOrja B AoMax MNOABAAKTCA MPUBULEHUSA, OHU
06bIYHO BfliayaT 3a co60i uenw.

TyT ABepb norpe6a pacnaxHynacb C TaKMM [pPOXOTOM, C/IOBHO
BbICTPENINAN U3 NYLIKKU, U 3BOH Lenei cTan AOHOCUTbLCA Eélie ABCTBEH-
Hee. BOT OH noOCAbIWAACA YXe Ha fieCTHULE M Havyan npubamxatbes
K KBapTupe CKpypnxa.

— Bce paBHO B3gop! — monsun CkpyaX. — He Bepto a B npu-
BUAEHUS.

OfHaKo OH M3MeHW/CH B fiMue, Korga yBuaen O4HO M3 HUX MPAMO
nepes coboin. be3 maneieli 3afepXXKu NpUBUAEHNE MPOHUKNO B KOMHa-
Ty 4yepe3 3anepTyl ABepb W ocTaHOBMNOCL nepen CKpymxem. N B Ty
e CeKyHAy nnams, coBceM 6blN0 yracliee B o4yare, BAPYr SPKO BCMbIX-
HY/0, C/IOBHO XOTENO BOCKIMKHYTb: «$ y3Hato ero! 310 — gyx Map-
nnl» — 1 CHoBa MOMEpPKI/IO.

[a, 310 66110 ero anyo. Jinyo Mapnu. Aa, 310 6611 Mapau, co cBoeit
Kocuuel, B CBOe/ HEU3MEeHHOW >XWeTKe, MaHTanoHax B OOTSHXKKY U
canorax. KMCTOYkM Ha camorax Topyanu, BOMOCbI Ha rofoBe Topyanu,
Kocuua Topyana, Nofbl CLOPTYyKa OTTONbIpUBaNuUCh. AAnHHas uenb onos-
CbilBafa €ro ¥ BOJO4YMAacb 3a HMM NO MOAY Ha MaHep XxBocTa. OHa
6bina coctaBieHa (CKpyaX OTAMYHO ee paccMOTpen) u3 Kiwue,
BUCAYUX 3aMKOB, KOMW/IOK, AOKYMEHTOB, FPOCCOYXOB M TAXENbIX KO-
LWeNbKOB C XXene3HbIMU 3acTeXxkamu. Teno npuspaka 6bi10 COBEPLUEH-
HO npos3payHo, W CKpyakK, pasrnagbiBas ero cnepeju, OTYeTNMUBO
BMAEN CKBO3b XMWNETKY [Be MyroBulbl C3afn Ha CHOPTYKe.

CKpYy£L)Xy He pa3 NnpUXo4unoch ChblWwaThk, YTOo y Mapau HeT cepaua,
HO A0 TOW .MWHYTbl OH HWKOrAa 3TOMY He Bepus.

[a oH 1 Tenepb He MOr 3TOMY NOBEPUTb, XOTA CHOBAa M CHOBA CBEp-
AWA TnasaMu Npuspak U ACHO BUAEN, YTO OH CTOUT Mepes HUM, U OT4YeT-
NWBO ouwyulan Ha cebe ero mepTBAWMIA B3rnag. OH pasrnagen gaxe,
M3 KakOW TKaHW CLUUT NNAaTOK, KOTOpbIM 6blfa OKyTaHa rojosa W Les
npuspaka, ¥ nogymasn, 4To Takoro njatka OH HWKOrga He Bugan y
nokoinHoro Mapnu. W Bce e OH He XOTen BepuTb CBOMM rfasam.

— YT0 3TO0 3HAUMT? — npousHec CKPYymAXK S3BUTENbHO U XONOf-
HO, KaK Bcerfa. — YTo BaM OT MeHs Hago6HO?
— OueHb MHOroe. — He MOrfno 6biTb HYM Maneiiwero COMHeHUs

B TOM, 4TO 3TO ronoc Mapnu.

— K70 Bbl Takon?

— Cnpocun nydwe, Kem a 6bin?

— KeMm e Bbl 6bIM B TakOM cnyyae? — cnpocun CKpyax, no-
BbICUB ronoc. — 14 NpuBUAEHUS Bbl CAULWKOM MNpuBe... pa3dbopuunsbl. —
OH XO0Ten ckasaTb MpWBepPefnMBbl, HO N060fANACH, YTO 3TO OyAeT cMa-
XMBaTb Ha Kanambyp.
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— Tpn Xn3HW 5 6bI1 TBOMM KOMMaHbOHOM, [xeiiko6om Mapnu.

— He xoTute nu Bbl... He MoXeTe M Bbl NPUCECTb? — CAPOCKN
CKpyZAX, C COMHEHUEM BrAsabiBasicb B AyXxa.

— Mory.

— Tak cagbTe.

3apaBas cBoi Bonpoc, CKpyAX He 6bln yBEpPeH B TOM, YTO TaKoe
6ecTefleCHoe CyL,ecTBO B COCTOAHWMWU 3aHMMaTb Kpecno, W onacancs,
Kak 6bl He BO3HUK/MA HEOOXOAMMOCTb B JOBONbHO LWEKOTAUBbLIX pasbsc-
HeHMAX. Ho mpu3pak Kak HWM B 4YeM He 6bIBafo ycencs B Kpecno no
OPYryl0 CTOPOHY KaMuHa. Kasanocb, 37O 6bi10 camoe NpUBbIYHOE ANS
Hero feno.

— Tbl He Bepullb B MEHA, — 3aMeTun npuspax.

— HerT, He Bepto, — ckaszan CKpyax.

— Y710 Xe, NOMUMO CBUAETENbCTBA TBOMX COOBCTBEHHbLIX YYBCTB,
mMorno 6bl y6eanTb Te6sa B TOM, UYTO S CYLLECTBYHO?

— He 3Hato.

— T[loyeMy >e Tbl He XO04Yelb BEPUTb CBOMM rnasam W ywam?

— [oTomMy 4uTo N060N NYyCcTAK BO3AENCTBYET Ha HUX, — CKasan
CKpyfXX. — UyTb uTo HenagHO C nuleBapeHuWeM, U UM YXe Hefb3
[0BepsATb. MOXeT 6biTb, Bbl BOBCE HE Bbl, & HernepeBapeHHbIA KYyCOK ro-
BALWHbBI, UAW NULWIHAA Kaniga ropynubl, WA NOMTUK Cbipa, WM Henpo-
XapeHHas kKaptodennHa. MoxeT OblTb, Bbl SBUMAUCL HE M3 LAapCTBa
LYXO0B, a U3 AYXOBKMW, MOYEM 5 3HaK!

CKpyaX Obll He 04YeHb-TO 6O/bLWIOK OCTPAK MO Npupode, a Cceil-
yac eMy ¥ NoAaBHO 6blN0 He A0 LWYTOK, OAHAKO OH MNbiTancs OCTPUTH,
4YTo6bl XOTb HEMHOro pas3BedATb CTpax M HamnpaBUTb CBOM MbICAM Ha
Apyroe, Tak Kak, cKas3aTb NO npaBje, OT rofioca npuspaka y Hero
KpPOBb CTblfla B XWnax.

CungeTb MON4Ya, YCTaBsCb B 3TWM HEMOABMXKHbIE, OCTEK/eHefble
rnasa, — Het, 4yepT nobepu, CKpyAX 4YYBCTBOBA/A, YTO OH 3TON MbITKU
He BblHeceT! W Kpome Bcero npoyero, 6bII0 UTO-TO HEBbIPA3UMO XYT-
Koe B 3arpo6HO aTmoctepe, OKpyXaBleih npu3paka. He TO uT06
CKpyAX cam ee olylwan, HO OH ACHO BUAen, 4YTO Mnpu3pak npuHec
ee ¢ coboii, n6o, x0T TOT M CUAEN COBEPLWIEHHO HEMOABMXXHO, BOJO-
Cbl, MOMblI ero CHpPTyKa M KUCTOUYKM Ha canorax BCe Bpems LUeBeu-
NUCb, CMIOBHO Ha HWUX [AblWano >Xapom W3 KakoW-TO afCKOW OrHeHHOW
neyu.

— Bupgute Bbl 3Ty 3y60uncTKy? — cnpocun CKpymX, nepexoas
CO CTpaxy B HACTYMN/eHMe U NblTasaCb X0TA Obl HA MUT OTBPaTUTbL OT CebA
KaMeHHO-HEMOABVKHbIWA B3rnsajg npuapaka.

— BWXy, — NpOMONBUAO NPUBUAEHME.

— [a Bbl XXe& He CMOTpUTE Ha Hee, — cKa3an CKpyax.

— He cmoTpio, HO BUXY, — Obl/1 OTBET.

— Tak BoT, — Monsun CKpyaX. — [L0CTaTOYHO MHe ee Mnpo-
rNOTUTb, YTOObI A0 KOHLa LHEA MOMX MeHS mnpecnefoBann 31ble LyXW,
co3flaHHble MOWMM >Xe BoobpaxeHuem. Cnosom, Bce 3TO B3gop! Bsgop
n B3gop!

Mpun 3Tux cnoBax npu3pak WCNycTUA BAPYr TaKOW CTpallHbIN
BOMNAb W MNPUHANCA TaK HEUCTOBO U XKYTKO rpemMeTb UenaMmu, 4To
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CKpyAX BUENWUACA B CTYN, 605Cb CBaNNUTLCSA 6e3 YyBCTB. HO U 3TO 6bifoO

ele HWMYTO MO CPAaBHEHWIO C TEM YXXacoM, KOTOpblli 06bsN ero, Korga

npuspak BAPYr pasMoTas CBOW rof0BHOW NAaTok (MOXHO 6bl0 Mofy-

MaTb, YTO eMy CTafo Xapko!) M y Hero oTBanufiacb YentocTb.
3anomMuB pyku, CKpPYAX ynan Ha KONeHw.

Mowagn! — B3MONUACA OH. — Y>XacHOoe BWUAEHME, 3a4yeM Thl
Mydaelb MeHs!
— CyeTHbIli ymM! — oTBevyan npuspak. — Bepuwb Tbl Tenepb B
MeHA WAN HeT?
— Bepto, — BOCKINKHYN CKpygK. — Kak yX TyT He BepuThb!

Ho 3auem Bbl, Ayxu, 6nyxpaete no 3emne M 3a4yem Tbl SBUACH
MHe?

— [Oywa, 3akflyYeHHas B KaXAOM 4enloBeKe, — BO3pasua npu-
3paK, — [O/KHa obwaTbca C AKAbMW W, NOBCIOAY CheAys 3a HUMMU,
coy4acTBOBaTb B UX cyAbbe. A TOT, KTO He WCMOJIHWA 3TOF0 MPU XU3HU,
obpeyeH MblKaTbca nocne cmepTu. OH OCYX/AEeH KOMecUTb MO CBeTY N —

0, rope MHe! — B3upaTb Ha pafocTVW M TOpPecTu NOACKUE, PasfenuThb
KOTOPbIE OH YX€ He B/acTeH, a KOrga-To Mor 6bl — ce6e M Apyrum
Ha pagocTb.

W TyT W3 rpyan npu3paka CHOBA WCTOPrcs BOM/b, U OH OMATb 3a-
rpemen LensamMu U cTan noMaTb CBOW 6ecTenecHbie PyKM.

— Tbl B uenax? — nponenetan CKpyoXK, gpoxa. — CKaxu
MHe — noyemy?

— 9 HOwy uenb, KOTOPYH caM CKOBan cebe nNpu XU3HU, —
OoTBeyasn npuspak. — A KoBaj ee 3BEHO 33 3BEHOM U fApA 3a APAOM.

A onosicancs et no fobpoit Bone n no fobpoli Bone ee Howy. Pa3Be BUA
3TON Uenu He 3HaKoMm Tebe?

Ckpypxa Bce cufibHee npobupana Apoxb.

— bBbITb MOXeT, — npojomkan npuspak, — Tebe XxoueTcH
y3HaTb BeC M [AAUHY Lenu, KOTOpYK TackaelWsb Tbl cam? B Hekuit co-
Ye/lbHWK CeMb NIeT Has3aj OHa 6blfla HWYYTb He KOpodve 3TOW U Becuna
He MeHblle. A Tbl BeAb HEMano MOTPYAMICA Haf HEw C Toi nopbl. Te-
nepb 3TO HajeXHas, yBecucTtas Lenb!

CKpymX TNsHyn cebe Ha HOru, oxwupas yBuAeTb 06BMBABLUYH UX
XenesHy Uenb SPAOB CTa AAUMHON, HO HUYEro He yBUAEN.

— [Oxeliko6! — B3monunca oH. — [xeliko6 Mapan, cTapuHa!
lMoroBopuM 0 YeM-HMOYAb Apyrom! YTewsb, YyCnokoin MeHs, [xeli-
Ko6!

— $1 He npuHowy yTelweHnsa, S6uHuUzep Ckpymx! — oTBeyan
npuspak. — OHO MCXOAWUT M3 WHbIX cthep. [Apyrue BeCTHUKW Mpu-
HOCAT €ro — W Noaam apyroro copta. W oTKpbiTh Te6e BCe TO, YTO

MHe Obl XOTenocb, S TOXe He Mory. O4yeHb HEMHOrOe [03BONEHO MHe.
A He cMel OTAbiXaTb, HE CMeH MEANUTb, He CMeH OCTaHaBNMBaTbCA
Hurge. Mpu XW3HWM MO AyX HWKOrAa He ynetan 3a TeCHble npegensl
Halleid KOHTOpPbl, — CAbIWMWWb NN Tbl MeHA! — HWKOrga, He 6ayXxpaan
3a CTeHaMW 3TOM HOPbl — Halleil MEHSANHHOW NaBKW-,- — 3L roAbl AONATUX,
N3HYPUTENbHbIX CTPAHCTBUI XAYT MEHS Tenepsb.

CKpya)X, Korga Ha Hero Hanagano'p&3fymbe, WIArén npuBblUYKYy 3a-
COBblBaTb PYKM B KapMaHbl MaHTanoH. 4Pasmbiwngs Mag cnoBamu



npuspaka, OH W ceiiuac MallMHaNbHO CYHYN PYKW B KapMaHbl, He BCTa-
Basi C KOMEH M He MnofjbiMas rnas.

— Thbl, JONXKHO ObITb, CTPAHCTBYELW b He cnewa, Axeiiko6, — no-
YTUTENIbHO U CMUWUPEHHO, XOTH W Aen0BUTO 3aMeTun CKpypx.

— He cnewal! — MbIpKHY npuspax.

— CeMb neT Kak Tbl MepTBel, — pasmbiwnan Ckpygx. — W Bce
Bpemsa B nytu!

— Bce Bpema, — nostopun npuspak. — WM HU MUHYTbLI OTAbIXA,

HM MUHYTbI MOKOSl. HenmpecTaHHble Yrpbl3eHUS COBECTH.
— W 6bICTPO Thl MepeABUraewbcs? — nouHTepecoBancs CKpyAX.

— Ha Kpblnbax BeTpa, — O0TBeYan npuspak.
— 3a cemb n1eT Tbl AO/MKEH 6bI1 NOKPbITh NOPSAJOYHOE paccTos-
Hue, — cKasan CKpyax.

YcnblxaB 3TWU  CNoBa, Mpu3pak CHOBa MWCMNYCTUN  yXacaroLimnii
BOMMb M TaK HEUCTOBO 3arpemen Lensamu, TpeBoXa MepTBoe 6e3mMon-
BME HOYM, 4YTO MOCTOBOW MNONMMCMEH WMen O6bl MOMHOE OCHOBaHue
NpuBfeYb ero K OTBETCTBEHHOCTU 3a HapylleHne 06w eCTBEHHOW TULWNHBI
N nopsgka.

— O pab cBOMX NOPOKOB M cTpacTein! — BCKpU4ano npuBuaeHue.

He 3HaTb TOro, 4YTo CTO/NIETWUA HEYyCTaHHOro Tpyja Ayw 6eccMepTHbIX
0OMKHBI KaHYTb B BEYHOCTb, Npexje 4YeM OocCyLiecTBUTCH BCe;,A06po,
KOTOPOMY HaA/neXuT BOCTOPXecTBOBaThb Ha 3emne! He 3HaTb T6ro, 4To
Kaxjas XpuctuaHckaa gyla, Tsopa fobpo, nycTb Ha camoMm c b IHOM
nonpuile, HalAeT CBOK 3eMHYI >KU3Hb C/AUWIKOM ObICTPOTEYHON
ONnA 6e3rpaHMYHbIX BO3MOXHOCTeW pobpa! He 3HaTb TOro, HTO jaxe'
BeKaMW pacKasHUA HeNb3sa BO3MECTUTb YMYLWEHHYI0 Ha 3eM/elBo3mox-1
HOCTb COTBOPUTL f06poe geno. A s He 3Han! He 3Han!

— Ho Tbl Xe Bcerga xopowo Ben cesou gena, Lxeliko6, r-\ npo-]
6opmoTan CKpyAXK, KOTOPbIA YyXe Hayan NpPUMEHATb ero .cnosa K
cebe.

— [Jenal — BCKpu4an npuspak, CHOBa 3anamblBas pykuy —A 3a-
60Ta 0 6AMXHEM — BOT 4YTO AO/DKHO ObIO CTaTb Moum gen'em, .06-
WecTBEHHOe 6n1aro — BOT K YeMmy f AO/KEH 6bll cTpeMuTbeu.' Mii-
noceppue, coctpajaHue, WeapocTb — BOT Ha YTO LONXKEH OblN
NpaBuTb CBOIO [eATENbHOCTb. A 3aHATUA KOMMepUWeRd — 3TO fiAwd>
\canns Bofbl B 6e306peXXHOM OKeaHe npefHayYepTaHHbIX MHe fgen.

M npuspak NoTpsic Lenbk, CAOBHO B HEMN-TO W Kpbliacb MNpuUYu-
Ha BCeX ero 6ecnnofHblIX COXaneHwil, a 3aTem TFpPOXHyn ew 06 non.

-— B aTu gHu, Korga rof yxe Ha ucxofe, f cTpajal 0CO6eHHO
CUNbHO, — MNPOMOJIBUNO npuBuieHne. — O, Noyemy, NMPOXoAs B TOANMe
6MXHUX CBOMX, A OMyCKan rnasa Jony M HU pasy He MOAHAN UX K TOW
6narocnoBeHHOl 3Be3fe, KOTOpas Hanpasuna CTOMbl BONXBOB K Yy60-
romy kposy! Beab cusHue ee MOrfio 6bl yKasaTb U MHE NYTb K XVMXKXUHE
6eaHsAKa.

Y KPYNXs  yxp Ha uyELIHD, nonagan: —. oH Ghlf: 463Bbl,
yaiiHo T ‘e 6onbWwe U 6onblie MPUXOAUT B
BON&eEH

x f- Uld nnuspak. — Moe Bpemsa wucTe-
Kaei\



A BHemM, — ckasan CKpyK, — HO noxanei meHs, [xeii-
K06, He M3bACHANCS TakK BO3BbIWEHHO. MNpowy Tebs, rosopu nonpouie!
Kak cnyumnocb, 4To A npegcTtan npeg 1060l B 061MKe, fAo-
CTYMHOM TBOEMY 3peHUto, — s Tebe He OTKpok. Hespumblii, 1 cugen
BO3/e Teba AeHb 3a [HEM.
OTKpbITUE 6bIN0 He K3 NpUATHbIX. CKpyAXa ONATb 3aTpsic/io
KaKk B NMXopafike, M OH OTep BbLICTYMWUBLIWIA Ha NOY XONOAHbIA NOT.
— W noBepb MHe, 3TO Oblna He nerkas 4acTb MOEro McKyca, —
npojo/mkan npuspak. — W 4 npubbin cofa 3TON HOYbk, Aabbl BO3-
BECTUTbL Tebe, UTO ANs Tebs ele He BCe MOTEPAHO. Thbl elle MOXelb
n3bexatb Moeil yyactn, d6MHM3ep, 60 A noxnonoTtan 3a Tebs.
— Tbl Bcerga 6611 MHe gpyrom, — ckasan Ckpygx. — bnarogapto
Tebs. ”
— Tebs nocetaT, — npojo/mxKan npuspak, — ewe Tpu [yxa.
Tenepb n y CkpygXa oTBMCNA YEMHOCTb.
— YX He 06 3ToM nu Tbl noxnonoTan, [xeiko6, He B 3TOM n

MOSl Hajexpga? — Crnpocu/ OH ynaswWM [0/I0COM.

— B aTom.

— Torpa... Torga, MOXeT, fiydywe He Hago? — ckasan CKpyax.

— Ecnn 3atm Oyxu He sBATCS Tebe, Thbl nolijewb MO MOUM CTO-
nam, — ckasan npuspak. — WTak, oxupaih nepsoro [yxa 3aBTpa,
Kak TonbKO npobbeT Yac MononyHouw.

— A He MOryT M OHW NpuWATKU Bce cpasy, [xeiko6? — pobKo
cnpocmn CKpymX. — UT06bl yXe Mockopee ¢ 3TUM MOKOHUMUTL?

— OXwugan BTOpPOro Ha crefylolWyl0 HOYb B TOT Xe 4vac. OXwu-
fall TpeTbero — Ha TpeTbW CYTKW B MOJSIHOYb, C MOCAEAHUM YAapoM

yacoB. A CO MHOW Tebe yXe He CYX/AeHO 60nblie BCTpeTuTbCca. Ho cmo-
TpWU, ANS CBOero e 6nara 3anoMHW TBEpPAO BCe, YTO NPOU3OLWIO C
TO6Ol CerofHs.

MpomosBMB 370, AyX Mapnu B3s1 CO CTO/a CBOW MNaTOK WM CHOBA
o6moTan um ronosy. CKpymXx foragancs o6 3TOM, YC/bixaB, KakK nsi3-
rHynm 3y6bl npu3paka, Korga MOATSIHyTas MaTKOM YencTb cTana
Ha MecTo. TYT OH OCMEnuAcA MOAHATbL rfasa W yBWAeNn, 4YTto ero no-
TYCTOPOHHWIA npuLleney, CTOUT Nepes HUM, BbITSHYBLIUCbL BO BeCb POCT
M MepekMHYB LeNb 4Yepe3 PyKy Ha MaHep wneliha. Mpuspak Hauan
NATUTLCA K OKHY, M OAHOBPEMEHHO C 3TMM pama OKHa cTajia noTu-
XOHbKY noAbiMaTbCd. C KaXAblM €ro liarom OHa nojbiManacb BCE
BbllUE W Bblle, U KOTAa OH [OCTUT OKHa, OHO YXe 6bII0 OTKPbITO.

Mpuspak nomaHun Ckpypaxa K cebe, u ToT noBuHoBanca. Korpga
MeXJy HWMK OocTaBanocb He 6Gonee [ABYX liaros, Mpu3pak Mpegocre-
peratowe nogHan pyky. CKpymX OCTaHOBWSCS.

OH 0CTaHOBU/ICS He CTO/IbKO M3 MOKOPHOCTU, CKOJLKO OT M3ymie-
HUS n cTpaxa. M60 Kak TOMbKO pyKa npu3paka MojHsnach BBepx,
80 CKpyaXa [OHEC/NUCb KaKue-TO HesCHble 3BYKW: CMYTHble W Gec-
CBAI3HbIE, HO HEBbIPA3UMO Xanobpblie ,MPUUNTAHUS U_CTOHbI, TAXKUE
B3/I0XM packasHUS W ropbKWX coxaneHup. lMpuspak ngucnywmeancs
K HUM C MUWHYTY, a 3aTeM Mnpucpealiln cT6in*r610c*k »xano6HoMy
X0py W, BOCNapuB Haj 3emjei, '‘pactasn BO nd)ake MOPO3HOW HOUU
3a OKHOM.
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No6onbITCTBO nepecnnmno ctpax, u CKpyaX Toxe npubansmncs
K OKHY W BbIFNIAHYNT Hapyxy.

OH yBuUAen COHMblI NpuBuAeHWA. C anobHbIMKU BONAAMU U CTe-
HaHWAMW OHU 6GEeCcrMOKONHO HOCMAKWCHL MO BO34YXY Tyfa W Cloda, v BCe,
nogobHo Ayxy Mapnu, 6binn B uenax. He 6bi10 HU eAUHOrO nNpuspaka,
He OTATOLLEHHOrO LEeNbl, HO HEKOTOPbIX (KakK BUAHO, YNEHOB HEKOEero
[LYPHOTO NpaBuTeNbCTBA) CKOBblBana OfHa uenb. MHorux CKpyaX Xo-
pOWO 3Han MpW XU3HU, a C O4HUM MNOXW/bIM NpPU3pakom B 6enoi
Xunetke 6bI1 KOFfa-ToO fJaxe Ha KOPOTKOW Hore. 3TOT npu3pak,
K WWKONOTKE KOTOPOro Obll MPUKOBAH Hecropaemblii WKag 4ysoBuULLY-
HbIX pasmMepoB, XanobHO ceToBas Ha TO, YTO NULWEH BO3MOXHOCTU
nomoyb 6efHOW >KEHLWMHe, CUMAEBLIEA C MAafeHUeM Ha pykax Ha
CTyneHbKax Kpbinbua. [a u BCeM 3TUM gyXxaM SIBHO XOTen0Cb BMellaTb-
CA B Jena CMepTHbIX W MPUHECTW [0OpPO, HO OHWU YXKe yTpaTtunm 3Ty
BO3MOXHOCTb HAaBEKW, W WUMEHHO 3TO K OblO MPUYUHON WX Tep3a-
HUIA.

TymaH nu¥ MNOrNOTWA NPU3paKW, WAW OHWM CcamMu MNpeBpaTunCh
B TyMaH — CKpyZAX TakK W He MoHAN. TONbKO OHWU pacTafnu cpasy, Kak
MW UX Npu3payvyHKe ronoca, U ONATb HOYb OblNla Kak HOYb, W BCE CTano
COBCEM KaK Mpexpje, Korga OH Bo3Bpauwianca K cebe JOMOI.

CKpyZf)K 3aTBOpMI OKHO M 06cnefoBan ABepb, Yepe3 KOTOPYK Mpo-
HUK K Hemy npuspak Mapnu. OHa 6biia No-npexHemy 3anepra Ha fBa
obopoTa KMoYa, — Belb OH Cam ee 3anep, — W BCe 3acOBbl OblIN B
nopsgke. CKpyXX X0Ten 6bif0 cKa3aTb «yenyxal», HO 0CeKcs Ha Mepsom
Xe cnore. M TO A OT yCTanocTh W MNEPEeXUTbIX BOMHEHWNA, TO K
0T pasrosopa C NpWU3pakoM, KOTOPbIA HaBes/n Ha Hero TOCKy, a ObITb
MOXeT, U OT CONPUKOCHOBEHUSA C lMOTYCTOPOHHUM MuUpPOM WAKU, HaKo-
Hel, NPOCTO OTTOrO, YTO Yac 6bIN MO3L4HWIA, HO TONbKO CKPYMX BAPYr
MOYyBCTBOBA/, YTO €ro HeCTepnMMO KNOHWUT KO CHY. He pasfesasch,
OH NOBanWUACA Ha MOCTeNb W TOTYAC 3aCHYN KakK YOuUTbIA.

CTPO®PA BTOPAHA
MepBbIi M3 Tpex [yxoB

Korga CKpymX npocHyncsd, 6bl10 TaK TEMHO, 4TO, BbIF/ISHYB
n3-3a nosiora, OH efBa MOIl OT/IMYUTbL MNPO3PaYyHOE CTEK/I0 OKHa OT
HEMPOHULLAEMO YepHbIX CTeH KOMHaTbl. OH 30pKO BraffbiBancs BO
MpaK — 3peHune y Hero 6bIi0 OCTPOe, KakK Yy XOpbKa, — WM B 3TO MIHO-
BEHMWE 4Yacbl Ha COCefHEe KONOKOMbHE nNpobuanM uYeTblpe YETBEPTU.
CKpyg)X npucnywancs.

K ero u3ymieHuto 4yacbl Fynko npobwunu LwecTb yAapos, 3aTem
CeMb, BOCEMb... — W CMOJIKAM TONbKO Ha fABeHaguaTtom ypape. [Mon-
Houb! A OH fler cnaTb B TpeTbeM 4acy Houu! Yacbl 6UNM HenpasBuLHO.
BepHo, B MexaHu3M nonana cocynbka. MonHoub!

CKpYyZXX Haxan MNpY>XWHKY CBOEro XpoHomeTpa, Aabbl MCNPaBUTb
CKaHJaNbHY0 OWMN6KY LLepKOBHbIX 4acoB. XPOHOMeTP 6bICTPO W YeTKO
OT3BOHUN [BeHajuaTb pas.



Uto Ttakoe? BbiTb TOro He Moxet! — npousHec CKpyoxX. —
Bbixogut, A npocnan 4YyTb N He uenble CyTKM! A MOXEeT, 4YTO-HUOYAb
1 YYUNOCb C COMHLEM U Cceilvac He MOMHOYL, a NOMAEHb?

JTa MbICNb BCeNWMA B HEro TakKykt TPeBOry, 4YTO OH BbiNe3 U3
noctenn u owynsto pobpanca fo okHa. CTekno 3aumHAeBeno. Ytobbl
X0Tb 4TO-HMOYAb YBUAETb, MPULLIOCH MPOTEPeTb €ro pykaBOM, HO U
nocne 3Toro MOYTWM HWUYEro yBUAeTb He yfanocb. Tem He meHee CKpyAxX
YCTaHOBW/, YTO Ha [ABOPe BCe TaKOW Xe rycToi TymMaH W Takoi e fto-
Tblii MOPO3 1 OYEHb TUXO M 6E3NH0AHO — HUKAKOW CyMaTOXu, HUKAKOro
nepenosioxa, KOTOpble HEMUHYEMO AO/MKHbI OblN BO3HWKHYTb, €cu
6bl HOYb MpOrHana B HeypouyHoe BpeMsa 6enbll [JeHb W BOLapuiach
ini 3emne. 310 ObINO yXe 6GonbwMM obneryeHuem Ana CKpyaxa, Tak
KaK MHaye BCe ero BeKcens cTounu 6bl He 60MbLUE, YEM aMepuKaHCKue
LeHHble 6ymaru, n6o, ecnm 6bl Ha 3eM/ie He CyLLecTBOBano 6ofblle Ta-
KOro MOHATUSA, KaK AeHb, TO U popmMyna: «...CNycTa TPU AHS MO Mnonyde-
HUW Cero Bam HaAneXuT ynnatutb muctepy S6uHusepy CKpyLXy wau
ero npukasy..» — He uMMena 6bl POBHO HWUKAKOro CMbliCha.

CKpypX CHOBa yfierca B MOCTeNlb U cTan Aymartb, Aymartb, AYMaThb,
M HU 0O Yero fofymaTtbcs He Mor. W yem 60nblie OH gyman, Tem 60/b-
e eMy CTaHOBM/OCb He no cebe, a YyeM 6GOnblle OH cTapasnca He Ay-
MaTb, TEM HEOTBA3HEeNR gyman.

Mpu3pak Mapnu Hapywun ero nOKoih. BcAkuii pas, Kak OH,
Nno 3penoM pasMbllU/IEHUN, pellan, 4yTto BCe 3TO emy MPOCTO MNPUCHU-
NOCb, €ro MbIC/lb, CNOBHO pacTAHyTas [0 0TKasa W TyT >Xe OoTny-
LeHHaa NpyXwuHa, CHOBa BO3Bpalianacb B UCXOAHOE COCTOAHWE, W BO-
npoc: «COH 3TO MM ABb?» — CHOBa BCTaBan nepej HUM u Tpebosan
paspelieHus.

Pasmblwnaa Tak, CKpymX nponéxan B MocTennM A0 Tex nop,
MoKa LLepPKOBHbIE Yacbl He OT3BOHUW eLLe TPU YeTBepTU, U TYT BHe3anHo
eMy BCMOMHWAOCb MNpefckKasaHWe npu3paka — KOrga 4acbl Mpo6blOT
yac, K HeMy SIBUTCS ele o4WMH noceTuTens. CKpyAX pewwnn 6o0apcTBo-
BaTb, MOKa He MPOObLET YPOUHbI/i 4yac, a NpMHUMMas BO BHMUMaHue, 4YTO
3aCHYTb celivyac eMy Oblfi0 He nervye, 4Yem BO3HECTUCb XXMBbIM Ha Hebo,
3TO pelleHne MOXXHO Ha3BaTb [LOBOJ/IbHO MYAPbIM.

lMocnegHne YyeTBepTb Yaca THAHYAUCb TakK TOMWTENbBHO [AONTO,
yto CKpYAX Hayan y>e COMHeBaTbCH, He MponycTWn NN OH, 3ajpe-
MaB, 60i yacoB. HO BOT A0 ero HacCTOPOXEHHOro cnyxa foneten nep-
BbIli yaap.

— [OnHb-goH!

— UYeTBepTb NepBOro, — MPUHANCA OTCUYMTbIBATL CKpPYAX.

— [vHb-A0H!

— TonosuHa nepsoro! — ckasan CKpypx.

— [vHb-A0H!

— be3 uetBepTn yac, — ckasan CKpypx.

— [AuHb-a0H!

— Yac Houn! — BoOCKNIMKHYNn CKpymx, TopxecTeyda. — W Bcel
W Hukoro Het!

OH npounsHec 3TO Npexfje, 4em ycnblwan ygap Konokona. M Tyt xe
OH Npo3ByYan: rycToi, rynkuil, 3ayHbiBHbli 3B0H — YAC. B TO Xe
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MrHOBEHMEe BCMblIlWKa CBeTa 03apuia KOMHaTy, W 4YbA-TO HeBUAUMAS
pyka OTKMHYfna MOor KpoBaTw.

[a, noBTOpAO, UbA-TO pyKa OTKMHYNa MOMOr €ro KpoBaTu, WU Npu-
TOM He 3a CMWHOM y HEro M He B HOrax, a MPAMO Mepej ero rnasamu.
MTak, nonor kposaTu 6bin oTOpoweH, M CKpyAX, NPUBCKOYMB Ha
MocTenn, OYyTUACS AULOM K JIMLY C TaWHCTBEHHbIM MNpPULLENbLEM,
pyKa KOTOpOro oTAepHyna nonor. [la, OHM OKas3aiucCb COBCEM pPSALOM,
BOT Kak Mbl C BaMW, Befb 1 MbIC/IEHHO CTOK Y Bac 3a MNje4yoM, Mol
ynTaTensb.

CKpyaX yBugen nepej coboil o4yeHb CTpaHHOe CyLlecTBO, MOXO-
X.ee Ha pebeHka, HO euwe 6o/see Ha cTapuyka, BUAMMOro CNOBHO B
KaKyl-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHYI MOA30pHYl0 Tpyby, KOoTopas oTjansana
ero Ha Takoe pacCTOsiHMe, YTO OH YMeHbLIWACA A0 pa3mepoB pebeH-
Ka. Ero AnvHHble paccbinaBwuecs Mo nfaevyam BOAOCHI 6blnn  6Genbl,
Kak BOSIOCbl CTaplua, O4HaKO Ha Nule He BUAHO 6bII0 HU MOPLLUHKN
N Ha LleKax Mrpan HeXHbll pymsaHel. PyKW y Hero 6biin OYeHb AJINH-
Hble U MYCKYNUCTble, @ KUCTW PYyK NPOM3BOAUAN BneyaT/ieHUe Healo-
XXWHHOM cuabl. Horm — o6GHaXKeHHble TaK Xe, Kak W pyku, — nopa-
Xanu unsduectsom ¢opmbl. O6navyeHo 3TO cyu,ectBo 6bi10 B 6eno-
CHEXHYI0 TYHUKY, NOANOSACAHHYI0 AMBHO CBEPKAWLWMM KyLlakom, v gep-
Xano B pyKe 3efeHYl0 BeTKYy OCTPONUCTa, a MNOAON ero OfesHus, B
CTPaHHOM HECOOTBETCTBMW C 3TOlW CBATOYHOW 3MOBNEMON 3UMbI, 6bin
YKpaleH >XWBbIMWM LBeTaMu. HO u4TO 6bINO YyAMBUTENbHEE BCErO,
TaK 3TO ApKas CTpys CBeTa, KoTopas 6una y Hero M3 MakylKu BBepX
M ocBellana BCHO ero gurypy. 3970, AO/KHO 6blTb, U ABAANOCH NPU-
YMHOIW TOro, 4TO NOA MbIWKOW [lpu3pak pepxan racuiaky B BUge
Konnaka, CAYXWBLUYK emy, MO-BUAMMOMY, TFOfIOBHbIM Y6OpOM B Tex
cnyvasx, Korga OH He 6bln pacrnonoXeH caMoOoCBeLlaTbCs.

Bnpouem, kak 3ameTun CKpyfgX, ewe npuctanbHeil BrasgesLlunChb
B CBOEro rocTsi, He 3TO 6blI10 Hanbonee yAUBUTE/ILHOW €ro 0cobeH-
HOCTblO. M60, NOAOOHO TOMY KakK MOficC ero CBepkan W nepenunBancs
OrOHbKamu, KOTOpble BCMAbIXMBAAW W MNOTyXanu TO B OJHOM MecTe,
TO B APYrom, Tak U Bcsi ero qurypa kak 6bl mepenuBanacb, Tepsis TO
TYyT, TO TaMm OTYeT/IMBOCTb O4YepTaHwii, n [Mpu3pak CTaHOBUACA TO
OLHOPYKUM, TO OAHOHOTrMM, TO BApPyr obpacTan ABajuaTbld HOramu
3apas3, HO NMWanca rofoBbl, TO MpuobpeTan HOpManbHYH Napy Hor,
TO Tepsn BCe KOHEYHOCTW BMeCTe C TY/0BULEM M OcCTaBanacb OfHa
ronosa. pun 3TOM, KakK TO/IbKO Kakas-HMbOyAb 4acTb €ro Tena pacTeops-
nacb B HenpoHMLaemMOM Mpake, Kas3anocb, 4TO OHa nponajana cosep-
lWeHHO 6eccnefHo. WM He 4yyAo nn, 4TO B CNeAyloLly0 CeKyHAy HefocTa-
lowas yacTb Tena 6bia Ha mMecTe, U MNpuBMAEHME KaK HU B YeM He 6Obl-
Bano npuobpeTtano cBOW NpPeXHWUI BUA.

— K70 BbI, c3p? — cnpocun CKpyax. — He 10T nin Bbl AyX, no-
AB/IEHWE KOTOPOro 6bl10 MHe npejckasaHo?
— [Ja, 3To0 4.

fonoc [yxa 3By4Yan MATKO, AaXe HEeXHO W TakK TUXO, CNOBHO
fonetan oTKyfa-tTo u3ganeka, xora [Ayx cToan pagoMm.

— K70 Bbl UM 4To Bbl Takoe? — cnpocun CKpyLX.

— 9 — CeaTtouHbln Ayx MMpownbix JleT.
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Kakux npownbix? O4yeHb faBHUX? — ocsBegomMmuncad CKpypx,
NPUrNAAbIBasCb K 3TOMY Kapauky.

— HerT, Ha TBOE namaTw.

CKpyZA)Xy BAPYr HecTepnuMMo 3axoTenocb, 4To6bl [yx Hagen CBOWA
rofoBHoli y6op. lMoyemMy BO3HWKAO Yy HEro Takoe >kenaHue, CKpyAX,
BEPOATHO, U cCaM He CMOr 6bl 06BACHUTbL, ecnn 6bl 3TO NOTPe60BanoCh,
HO rak uamM mHave OH nonpocun lMpuBuAeHWe HafeTb KonAnak.

— Kak! — Bckpuyan Ayx. — Tbl Xo0Yellb CBOMMMW HEYUCTLIMU
pykamu noracuTb 6naroil cBeT, KOTOpPbIA A m3nydat? Tebe mano Toro,
4YTO Thl — OAWH M3 TeX, YbM narybHble CTpacTu co3fanu 3Ty racunky

W BbIHYAWAW MeHS roj 3a rofoM HOCUTb ee, HafBUHYB Ha camble rnasa!

CKpYAX KaK MOXHO MouTUTenbHee 3aBepun J[yxa, 4TOo OH He
MMeNn HU Maneillero HamepeHWs ero o6uAeTb W, HACKONbKO eMy W3-
BECTHO, HUKOTAA M HU MPU KaKUX 06CTOATENbCTBAX He MOT MPUHYXAaTh
ero K HOLWEHMWI0 Ko/imaka. 3aTeM OH MO3BOMWUN Ce6e OCBEAOMMUTbLCSA,
uTo NMpMBeNo fyxa K Hemy.

— 3aboTa o TBOEM 6nare, — oTBeTCTBOBaN [MyX.
CKpy&XX cKasaf, 4To O4YeHb emy 0653aH, a cam Mogymasn, 4To He
Mewann 6bl eMy Aydwe cnaTb N0 HOYaM — BOT 3TO 6bINO 6bI 6naro.

Kak BugHo, Oyx ycnbiwan ero MbiCaM, Tak Kak TOT4yac ckasan:

— O TBOEM cnaceHun, B Takom cnydae! Beperuco!

C atumu cnoBaMu OH MNPOTAHYN K CKPYyZXY CBOK CU/IbHYHO PYKY
N Nerko B3s/1 ero 3a NOKOTb.

— BcTtanb! U cnepyii 3a MHoiA!

CKpyZXX xoTen 6bIf0 cKasaTb, YTO 4Yac MO3JHWIA M Moroga He pac-
nonaraet K Mporynkam, 4Yto B MNOCTeNW Tenno, a Ha [BOpe XO0NoAu-
lle — MHOT0 HMXXe HYfNA, YTO OH OAEeT OYEeHb NIErKO — Xanarm, Konnak
N HOYHble TY(hAN, — a y Hero um 6e3 TOro yXe HacMOpPK... HO Ppyke,
KoTopas TakK HeXHO, MoYTN KaK XeHCcKas, CXMMana ero IOKoTb, HeNb3A
6bI10 npoTuBUTbCA. CKpygK BCTan c noctenn. OpfHako 3ameTus,
yto [lyx HanpaBnsfeTca K OKHY, OH B UCMyre yuenuiaca 3a ero ofes-
Hue.

— ¢ npocToii cMepTHbIA, — B3monuncs CKpygxX, — S Mory
ynacTb.

— [Jali MHe KOCHyTbCs TBOeW rpyau, — ckasan [Oyx, knags
PYKy emy Ha cepaue. — 3TO MNOAAEPXMUT Tebf, M Tbl Mpeofofeellb

W He Takue MpPenaTcTBMA.

C 3TuMKU cnosamu OH MNpoOLIen CKBO3b CTEHY, yBjekas 3a co6oii
CKpyf4xa, U OHWM OYYTUANCb HAa MYCTbIHHOW NPOCENOYHON Aopore, no
obeMm cTOpoHaMm KOTOpOl paccTunanucb nonsd. Fopod CKpbiics K3
rnas. OH mcye3 6eccneHo, a BMECTE C HUM PaccesisinCb U Mpak U TyMaH.
Bbifl XONOAHbLIA, ACHLIA 3UMHUIA fLeHb, U CHer ycTunan 3emiio.

— bBboxe munoctueblin! — BOCKAUKHYN CKpY[)X, BCNIECHYB pykKa-
MW K 03Mpaschb Mo cTopoHam. — S 34ecb poc! A 6eran 3fecb Maib-
YnLWKON!

Ayx o6patun K CKpyaXy KpoTkuit B3rnag. Ero nerkoe npwu-
KOCHOBEHWE, CKONb HW 6bISI0O OHO MWUMOMIETHO W HEBecoMo, pasbyauno
Kakume-To 4yBcTBa B rpyau ctaporo Ckpymxa. EMy uyaunocb, 4Tto
Ha Hero MoBesaso ThICAYLIO 3aMaxoB, U KaXAbli 3amax OyAun TbicAYM
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HOCMOMMWHAHWA O AaBHbLIM-[AaBHO 3a6bITbIX AYyMax, CTPeMIeHUsX, pa-
[OCTAX, Hafgexpax.

Teou rybbl gpoxaT, — ckasan Ayx. — A 4To 3TO KaTuTCH

y Te6a no uweke?
CKpyg)X cpblBalOWMMCSA ronocoM — BelWb ANA HEro COBCEM He-
06bl4Haa — npobopmoTan, 4YTO 3TO Tak, NyCcTAKM, U nonpocun Adyxa

BECTW ero Aanblue.

— Y3Haewsb AU Tbl 3Ty gopory? — cnpocun Ayx.

— Y3Hat M A4? — C Xapom BOCKAMKHYN CKpymkK. — [a a Obl
npowen No Hel C 3aKpbITbIMW rfasamu.

— He cTpaHHO K, YTO CTONLKO fieT Tbl He BCMOMMWUHaN 0 Hei! —
3ametun Ayx. — Waem panbuie.

OHu nownu no gopore, rae CKpyaxy 6bln 3HAKOM KaXXAbl npu-
LOPOXHBIWA CTONG, Kaxjoe AepeBo. HakoHel BAanu nokasancs He60nb-
WO ropofoK C LEPKOBbI, PbIHOYHOW MNaoWwaAbld M MOCTOM Haj npu-
XOTNNBO W3BMBAalOLeNca peykol. HaBcTpeuy cTanuM nonagatbCcid Manb-
YMLIKM BEPXOM Ha TPYCUBLUMX PbICLOA KOCMaTbIX fOWAafeHKax Waun
B TeneXkKax W [ABYKONKax, KOTOpbIMW npaBuau qepmepbl. Bce pebs-
TUWKN 33a40pPHO MepeKkAnKanucb Apyr ¢ Apyrom, M Hajg NpocTopom no-
neil CTOAN TakO BeCeNblil FOMOH, YTO MOPO3HbIA BO3AYyX, Kas3anochb,
ApoXan OT CMexa, pagysficb WX BECENbH.

— Bce 310 nuWb TeHW Tex, KTO XMW KoOrga-to, — cKasan
Oyx. — W oHM He Mofo3peBatdT O HalleM MNPUCYTCTBUU.

Becenble NyTHUKWM OblAN yXe cOBCEM 6/M3KO, M NO Mepe TOro
Kak OHW npubamxanucb, CKpymX Yy3HaBan WX BCEX, OLHOr0 3a ApYy-
MM, U HasbiBas Mo UMeHam. [oyeMy OH 6bl1 Tak 6€3MepHO CYacTIMB
npu Buge ux? UTto 6/71ecHY/N0 B ero XON0A4HbIX rfasax W novyemy cepj-
Lue TaK 3anpbirano y Hero B rpyau, Korga pebAaTULKM MOpPaBHANUCH C
HUM? Tloyemy fylwa ero UCMOAHWAAcCb YMWAEHUSA, KOrga OH ycablwan,
Kak, paccTaBasiCb Ha NepekpecTKax W pasbes3xascb MO JOMam, OHU
XenawT Apyr Apyry BecefblXx CBATOK? UTo CKpyLXYy OO0 BeCefbiX
CBATOK? [la nponaau oHu nponagom! Bbin i eMy OT HUX Kakoin-HW6YyAb
npok?

— A WKoNa elle He COBCeM onycTena, — ckasan Ayx. — Kakoii-to
6efHbIli Manb4uK, M03abbiTblli BCEMW, OCTancs TaM OAWH-OA4UHeLle-
HeK.

CKpyaX OTBevan, YTo OH 3TO 3HAET, WU BCXJIUMHYI.

OHU CBepHYNU C Npoe3eill JOPOrM Ha NamsATHY CKpyaxXy Tpo-
MUHKY W BCKOpPe NOAOWAM K KPaCHOMY KWPNWYHOMY 34aHUI0, C YBEH-
YaHHON (torepoM Heb6ONbLWON KPYrnoi HalleHKOR, BHYTPU KOTOPOWA BU-
cenl KONOKofN. 3AaHue 6bi10 [0BOSILHO 60/bLIOE, HO HAX04WNOCb B CO-
CTOAHWUW NOMHOrO ynajka. PacnonoXxeHHble BO ABOpPe OOLWUPHbIE CNYX-
6bl, Kazanocb, NycToBann 6e3 BCAKON NoAb3bl. Ha cTeHax MX OT CbIPOCTM
npocTynuna nneceHb, CTekNa B OKHax 6biAu BbIOUTHI, a ABEpU CrHWUN.
B KOHKOLWHAX PbIANCL U KyAaxTanu Kypbl, KapeTHblii capail M HaBechl
3apacTanu COpHOW TpaBoli. Takoe e 3anycTeHWe LApWIo 1M B JOME.

CKpyAX W ero CnyTHWK BCTYNMUAW B MpayHYl MPUXOXKYH; U,
3arnafbiBas 10 B Of4HY, TO B ApYrYH0 pPacTBOPEHHYIO [Bepb, OHW YyBuUfe-
NN OTPOMHbIE XONIOAHbIE M MOYTU NYCTble KOMHaTbl. B gome 6b1710 CbIpo,
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KIK H cknene, u nmaxno 3emnei, M 4To-TO FOBOPUNO Bam, 4YTO 34eCb
OYeHb YacTo BCTAKT MPU CBeYax W O4YeHb PEfKO efAT LOcCbiTa.

OHM HanpaBunucb K ABepu B rnybuHe npuxoxei. Lyx snepegwm,
CKpymX — 3a HuMM. OHa pacnaxHyfnacb, KakK TOMbKO OHW MPU6AN3M-
NNCb K Hell, n nx rnasam npegcrana AAVMHHAA KOMHaTa C YHbI0 FO/bIMU
* reHaMu, KasaBLuascs ewe 60n1ee yHbIA0OA OTTOr0, YTO B Hel psgamMmn cTo-
WM NPOCTble HeKpalleHble NapTbl. 3a OAHOW M3 3TUX MapT OHWU yBUAe-
/M OQUHOKYI0 (WUTYPKY ManbynKa, YNTaBLLIEero KHUry npyu cKygHOM OrOHb-
Ke KaMuHa, n CKpy[>K TOXe npucesn 3a napTty W 3annakan, y3HaB B
«TOM 6efHOM, BCeMU 3abblTOM pebeHke camoro cebs, Kakum OH 6bin
Korga-to. Bce 34ecb: NUCK M BO3HS Mbllel 3a AepeBAHHbIMU NaHeNamu,
N LOHOCUBLUEeCcs OTKyfa-TO W3 HeAp AOMa 3X0, M 3BYK Kanenu u3 oT-
WwuBLero xenoba Ha cympayHoM [BOpe, M B3LOXW BeTpa B 6e31UCTbIX
Cy4YbAX OAMHOKOro TOMOMA, W CKpUN [Bepu nycToro ambapa, packayu-
BaloLLeiica Ha pXaBbiX MeTAAX, M NOTPECKUBaHWe APOB B KAMUHE — BCe
HUXOAUNO OTKAUK B cMArymMswemcsa cepaue CKpyaxa u faBano BbIXO4
cnesam.

[yx TpoHyn ero 3a Nne4yo u ykasan Ha ero ABOMHNKA — MOTPYXeH-
HOro B UTeHue pebeHka. BHe3anHO 3a OKHOM MOSBM/ICSA YeN0BEK B UyXe-
3eMHOM OJEfiHMK, C TOMOPOM, 3aTKHYTbIM 3a nofc. OH cToAN nepeq
HAMU KaK >XWBOW, fep>Xa B MNOBOALY O0CMa, HaBblOYEHHOro [poBamu.

— [a 3to xe Ann-babal — He nomHA cebs OT BOCTOpra, BCKpU-
yan CKpyaX. — 3TO MOW f0poroit, cTapblil, YecTHbI Anun-baba! [a, ga,
M 3Hato! Kak-To pa3 Ha CBATKax, Korfga 3TOT 3ab6poLlleHHbli pebeHOoK
ocTancs 3fecb OAWH, No3abbiThili Bcemu, Anu-baba asunca emy. [a, aa,
B3anpasjy ABW/CA, BOT Kak ceiivac! Ax, 6eaHblii Manbyuk! A BOT u Ba-
NEHTWH W ero fecHoin 6pat OpcOH — BOT OHW, BOT! A 3TOT, KaK ero, Hy
TOT, KOTO MOMOXWAWU, NOKa OH chan, B UCNofHeM Yy BopoT [lamacka, —
passe Bbl He BUAWUTe ero? A BOH KOHIX CynTaHa, KOTOPOro LXXWHHbI Me-
pesepHynn BBepX Horamu! BOH OH — cTOUT Ha rosose! Mogenom emy!
A oveHb pag. Kak nocmen OH XeHMUTbCA Ha npuHuecce!

To-TO 6blAN 6bl MOPaXeHbl BCE KOMMEPCaHTbl NOHAOHCKOro Cutw,
c KoTopbiMu CKpyAX Ben fena, ecnn 6bl OHU MOFAM BUAETb €ro cHacTan-
BOe, BOCTOPXXEHHOe NINLO0 W CAblllaTb, KaK OH CO BCeil npucylieii emy
Cepbe3HOCTbIO HECeT Takol B340p, Aa elle He TO MjiayeT, He TO CMeeTcA
caMblM AWKOBWHHbIM 06pasom!

— A BOT u nonyrail!l — Bocknuuan Ckpyax. — Cam 3e/eHbli,
XBOCTUK XENTbIA, N Ha MaKyLLIKe XOXO0J/IOK, MOXO0XUIA Ha Ny4yok canarta!
BoT oH! «BbegHbI1 PO6MH30H Kpy30, — cKa3a/ OH CBOEMY X035IMHY, Korga
TOT BO3BpaTuiCA [OMON, MPOMAbIB BOKPYr ocTpoBa. — befdHblil Po-
6uH30H Kpyso! I'ge Tbl 6b11, PO6UH30H Kpy30?» PO6GWMH30H Ayman, 4To
3TO eMy NPUIpPe3nnoch, TONbKO HWYYTb He 6blBaNO0 — 3TO rOBOPWA NO-
nyrai, Bbl Xe 3HaeTe. A BOH U [MATHULA — MUYUTCA CO BCeX HOr K Byx-
Tel Hy xe! Hy! Ckopeil! — u TyT Xe, C BHe3anHOCTbO, CTONb HECBONA-
CTBEHHON ero xapakTtepy, CKpymX, rnaga Ha camoro cebs B pebsauybem
BO3pacTe, BAPYT NPEUCMNONHUIICA XanocTu 1, NoBTopas: — beaHbli, bea-
Hblil ManbyyraH! — cHoBa 3annakan. — Kak 6bl § xoTen... — npo6op-
MOTaN OH 3aTeM, yTupas rnasa pykasoM, WU CYHYN pyKy B KapmaH. 1oTom,
ornageswuncb No cTtopoHam, pobaeBun: — HeT, Tenepb YX MO34HO.
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— A dero 6bl Tbl x0Ten? — cnpocun ero Ayx.

— [a Hunyero, — otBeTun Ckpymx. — Hwudyero. Buepa Beuyepom
Kakoli-To ManbyyraH 3anefn CBATOYHYIO MeCHK Yy Moux asepeli. MHe 6bl
X0Tenocb Aatb eMy 4YTo-HMbyab, BOT M BCe.

[yx 3agymunBO ynbl6HYNACA W, B3MaxHYB PYKOi, ckaszan:

— [ornagum Ha Apyroe poxjecTso.

Mpu 3aTnx cnosax CKpynXX-pebeHOK CNOBHO 6bl MOAPOC Ha rnasax,
a KOMHaTa, B KOTOPOW OHM HAaxOoAWNWCb, CTana ele TEMHee U rpssHee.
Tenepb BUAHO ObII0, YTO MAaHEN B Hell pPacCOX/IUCb, OKOHHbIe pambl pac-
Tpeckanucb, OT MNOTONKA OTBAIUAUCL KYCKM LWITYKaTypKu, OOHaXMWB
ApaHKy. Ho korpa u kak 3To npousowno, CKpyAX 3Han He 60nblue,
Yyem Mbl ¢ BaMU. OH 3Han TOMIbKO, YTO TakK U JO/MKHO ObiTb, YTO MMEHHO
Tak BCe U 6b1N10. N CHOBAa OH HaxoAucs 3f4ecb COBCEM OAWH, B TO BPEMS
Kak BCe Apyrve ManbYuMKu OTNpaBUIUCL [JOMOW BCTpeyaTb Becesbli
npasfHuK.

Ho Temepb OH y>Xe He CMAen 3a KHWXKOW, a B YHbIHUWU Liaran u3s
yrna B yron.

TyT CKpyAxX B3rnsHyn Ha [lyxa u, rpycTHO nokayaB r0/0BOM,
YCTPEMUN B TPEBOXHOM OXWAaHUW B3rNAL Ha ABepb.

[Bepb pacnaxHynacb, U ManeHbKas AeBOYKa, HECKONbKMMM rofa-
MW MON0XEe Manbyuka, B6exana B KOMHATY. KMHYBLUUCL K MalbyuKy Ha
LIe, OHa MpUHANach LenoBaTb ero, Ha3biBas CBOMM AOPOrMM bpatuem.

— 9 npuexana 3a To6OlA, goporoii 6paTtey! — rosopuna mantoT-
Ka, BCNAECKMBAs TOHEHbKMMW PYYOHKaMW, BOCTOPXEHHO XJionas B fa-
fowun n nepernbascb YyTb He Monofiam OT PagoCTHOro cMmexa. — Tbl
noefelws €CoO MHOIM gomoi! Oomoit! [omoiA!

— [Jowmoi, mantoTka ®3H? — nepecnpocun Manabyuk.

— Hy pa! — BOCKAWKHYNO AUTHA, CUAS OT cyacTbs. — JOMOWA!
Coscem! HaBcerga! OTtel cTan Takoi A06pbIfi, COBCEM He TaKoOM, Kak
npexje, U foMa Tenepb Kak B pal. Buepa Beuepom, Korfa s fioXxunacb
cnatb, OH BAPYT 3aroBOpU/ CO MHOI Tak 1acKOBO, 4YTO A He nobosnach —
B3d/7a U NMOMNpocuna ero euie pas, 4Tobbl OH paspewmnn Tebe BepHYTbCA
LOMON. W BAPYT OH cKasan: «[la, nyckai npuegeT», — v nocnan MeHs 3a
To60i. N Tenepb Tbl 6yAewb HacTOAUMM B3POCAbIM MYXUYUHON, —
npogosxana mManioTka, raaa Ha Malb4yuka LUPOKO PacKpbITbIMU rna-

3aMun, — N HUKoOrpa 60nblle He BepHewWwbCcqa cioga. Mbl npoBefeM BMecTe
BCE CBATKWN, N KaK >X€ Mbl 6y,u,e|v| BecenuTbea!
— Thbl cTana coscem B3pOC}'IOI7I, MOSl ManeHbKasa ®3H! — BOCK/INK-

HYN Manbyuk.

[leBouyka CcHOBa 3acmesnacb, 3axsjonana B najowy u xoTena
nornagnTb ManbyuMka MO TrO0NOBe, HO He [AOTAHyNacb W, 3anuBascCh
CMexoM, BCTana Ha LbIMoYku 1 o6xBaTuna ero 3a weto. 3aTem, Mcnon-
HeHHas AeTCKOro HeTepneHUs, NOTAHYNa ero K ABepsM, U OH C OXOTOW
nmocnefosan 3a Hei.

TyT u4eli-TO Trpo3HbI FONOC 3akpuyan TYNKO Ha BCHO Mpu-
X0XYH0:

— TawunTe BHU3 CYHAYYOK yyeHuka Ckpymxka!l — W cam WKONb-
HbIA yunTenb CO6CTBEHHOM NEPCOHON NOABUACA B NPUXOXKeHA. OH OKUHYN
yyeHnka CKpygKa CBUPENO-CHUCXOLMTE/NbHbIM B3rNS40M W MOXan emy
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PYKY, YeEM MOBEPT ero B COCTOSHWE NOMHON pacTepsHHOCTH, a 3aTem Mno-
Mry obounx feTeil B napajHylo roctuHyto, 60/blie MOXOXYK Ha obnepe-
HeBLWNIA Konofel. 3g4echb, 3anybeHeB OT X0/104a, BUCE/N HA CTeHax reor-
pajuueckme KapTbl, & Ha OKHax CTOA/M 3eMHON WU HebecCHbI rno6ychl.
[JocTaB rpahH HeoObIKHOBEHHO /IEFKOT0 BMHA U KYCOK HEOObIKHOBEHHO
LW)KEeN0ro nNupora, OH NpeanoXun AeTAM MNONakoMWTbCA 3TUMW Aenunka-
Tecamu, a TOWEMY C/yre BefieNl BbIHECTW MOYTANbOHY CTakKaH4YMK «TOro
€amoro», Ha 4YTO MOYTa/bOH OTBevyan, 4YTo OH 6narofapuT XO035iMHA, HO
€C/IN 3TO «TO CaMOe», YeM €ero y>e pas noTuyeBanu, TO Nlyylle He Hafjo.
1 Tem BpemeHeM CyHAYYOK tOHOro Ckpygyka 6bl1 BOAPYXEH Ha Kpbiwy
MOYTOBOM KapeTbl, W AeTW, He MeLWKas HW CeKyHAbl, pacnpoLianucb ¢
yunTenem, ycenncb B 3KWMaX W BECENO MOKaTuAM co Asopa. bbicTpo
3amMenbKanu cnuubl Konec, céuBas CHer ¢, TEMHOW NUCTBbI BeYHO3ene-
HbIX PacTeHWA.

— Xpynkoe co3gaHune! — ckasan Ayx. — Kasanocb, camoe Jer-
Koe [yHOBeHWe BeTepka MOXeT ee norybutb. Ho y Hee 6bino 6onbluoe

cepaLe.

— O pa! — Bckpuyan Ckpyax. — Tbl npas, [yx, U He MHe 3TO
oTpuuaTs, 60xe ynacu!

— OHa ymepna yxXe 3aMyXHel XeHWMWHon, — ckasan Ayx. —
M nomMHUTCA, nocne Hee oCTanuCb [ETU.

— OanH cbiH, — nonpasun CKpyaxX.

— BepHOo, — ckazan Ayx. — TBOl NNEMSAHHUK.

CKpyp)Ky cTano Kak 6yaTo He no cebe, n OH OGYpPKHYN:

— [a.

Bcero cekyHay Hasaj OHW MOKWUHYNW WKOJMY, W BOT YXXe& CTOANN Ha
NOAHON ynuue, a MUMO HUX CHOBasN TEHU MPOXOXUX, W TEHW MOBO30K
N KapeT KaTuau MuUMO, NpokKnagbiBas cebe popory B Tonne. Cnosow,
OHW OYYTUAWUCbL B Camoil ryuie LWYMHOW rOpoACKOW Tonyewn. MpasgHuu-
HO pa3ybpaHHble BUTPWHbLI MarasvHOB He OCTaBNA/IN COMHEHWUA B TOM,
YTO CHOBA HacTynuau CBATKWU. HO Ha 3TOT pa3 Obla yXKe Bevep, U Ha ynu-
Luax ropenu oHapu.

[yx octaHoBUACA y ABepeil Kakoi-To naBku u cnpocun CKpyaxa,
y3HaeT /in OH 3TO 3AaHMue.

— Euwe 6bI! — BOCKAMKHYN CKpyaX. — Befb MeHA Korga-to otja-
nn coga B 0byyeHue!

OHu BCTYNUAWN BHYTPb. [1pn BUAe CTaporo AXeHT/ibMeHa B Napuke,
BOCCE/aBLUEero 3a TaKoi BbICOKON KOHTOPKOW, YTO, 6yAb OHa elle XO0Tb Ha
[Ba flolima Bbllle, r0f0Ba ero ynepnach 6bl B 10T0M0K, CKPYyAXX B Heonu-
CyeMOM BOJIHEHUW BOCK/IUKHYN:

— Tlocnogu, cnacu v nomunyii! [a 3To Xe cTapukaH ®dussmywr,
XNBEXOHeK!

CTapblii ®n33MyUTr OTN0XKWUA B CTOPOHY Nepo U NOFNALEN Ha 4achl,
CTPesKN KOTOPbIX MoKasbiBain ceMb nononygHu. C 4oBOSIbHbIM BUAOM OH
noTep pyku, obAepHYN XWNeTKy Ha 06beEMUCTOM 6plOLIKe, paccmesncs
Tak, YTO 3aTpsicca Becb OT canor 4o 6poBeil, — U 3aKpuyan NPUATHLIM,
rycTbiM, BECENbIM, 3blYHbIM 6acom:

— 301, Bbl! 36MHM3ep! AnK!

N nBoitHMK CKpypg)ka, CTaBWWIA yXe B3pOCAbIM MONOAbIM 4YefnoBe-
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KOM, CTPeMUTeNbHO B6eXan B KOMHaTy B COMPOBOXAEHUWU [pYyroro
YYEHUKa.

— [a Begb 310 AuK YwunkuHc! — ckaszan Ckpyax, obpawasch
K Ayxy. — llomepeTb MHe, ecnn 370 He oH! Hy, KOHeuyHO, OH! BegHbIi
[Ounk! OH 6bln TaK KO MHe MpuBA3aH.

— bpocaii pa6oty, pe6stal — ckazan ®ussmyur. — Ha cerogHs
XBaTUT. Beab HbIHYe coyenbHMK, Auk! 3aBTpa poxpecTso, 36uHusep!
Hy-ka, MUrom sanupaiTe cTaBHU! — KPUKHYN OH, XNonas B najowun. —
Xuso, xwunso! Mapuu!

Bbl 6bl BUAEAN, KaK OHW B3gauCh 3a geno! Pas, aBa, Tpu — OHU yXKe
BbICKOYM/IN Ha YNULY CO CTaBHAMMW B PYKax; YeTblpe, NATb, WeECTb — MOo-
CTaBUAN CTaBHW Ha MeCTO; CEMb, BOCEMb, AeBATb — 3aABUHYNU WU 3a-
Kpenunu 60NTbl, U Npexje Yem Bbl ycnenu 6bl cocumTaTbh A0 ABeHajua-
TW, YXXe BNneTenn 06paTHO, Abllla KakK Mpu3oBble CKaKyHbl Y (UHMLLIA.

— Oro-ro-ro-ro! — 3akpuyan cTapblii ®n33Uynur, ¢ HeBUAAHHLIM
NMPOBOPCTBOM BbICKakKMBad W3-3a KOHTOpPKUM. — Talute BCe MNpPOYb,
pebaTkn! Pacumctum-ka nobonbwe mecTta. Lesenuch, Ouk! Beceneid,
Q6uHnzep!

Tawutb Npoys! MHTEPECHO 3HaTb, Yero 6bl OHW He OTTaLUAN NPOYb,
c 6narocnoBeHus cTapuka. B ogHy MUHYTY BCe 6bIf0 3aKOHYeHO. Bce,
4yTO TONMbKO MO MPUPOAEe CBOEM MOrNo mepefBuraTbecs, Tak 6eccnegHo
CTMHYNO Kyfa-To C rna3 400, CNOBHO 6bI/10 U3BATO U3 06MX04a HABEKH.
Mon nogmenu u obpbi3ranu, namnbl ONpaBWIW, B KamMUH nog6pocunu
[POB, M MarasuMH NpeBpaTU/ICA B TaKOW XOPOLIO HATOMMEHHbIA, YIOTHbIN,
YNCTHIN, APKO OCBELLEHHbI 6anbHbI/ 3an, KAKOr0 MOXHO TONbKO MoOXe-
NnaTb ANA TaHUEB B 3UMHWIA Beuep.

Mpuwen ckpunay ¢ HOTHOW MNanNKoOW, BCTan 3a BbICOYEHHYH KOH-
TOPKY, KaK 3a AWUPWXXEPCKWIA NynbT, U MPUHANCA TaK HaspuBaTb Ha
CBOEIl CKpUMKe, YTO OHa 3aBM3Xana, Hy NPAMO KakK Lenblii OpKecTp.
Mpuwna muccnuc ®u3sMyur — cnaowHas ynbibka, camas WMpokas u
pobpoaylwHasa Ha ceeTe. lMpuwnnm Tpn mMucc ®ussmymr — usetylmne u
npenecTHble. Mpuwan cnegom 3a HAMU LWeCTb HOHbIX B3AblXaTenel ¢ pas-
6uTbiMn cepauamu. puwnmM Bce MONOAbIE MYXUYUHbI U XKEHLUHBI,
paboTatowme B marasmHe. MNpuwina cnyxaHka co CBOMM [ABOHPOLHbLIM
6paToMm — 6yfno4YHMKOM. [Mpuwna Kyxapka C 3akafgbl4HbIM LPYroMm
CBOEro pogHoro 6para — MONOYHUKOM. [lpuwen ManbyulliKa-noj-
MacTepbe U3 flaBKW HACynpoTWB, HacyeT KOTOPOro CyLiecTBOBaNO Mofjo-
3peHue, YTO XO03AMH MOPUT ero rosogom. Manbynmiika BCe BpeMa MNbl-
Tanca cnpATaTbCa 3a LEBUYOHKY — CAYXaHKy W3 cocefgHero goma, npo
KOTOPYI YXe AONOAAMHHO 6bISI0 M3BECTHO, YTO XO35liKa AepeT ee 3a
ywu. Cnosom, Npuwwnn Bce, OAWH 3a APYTMM, — KTO pobBKO, KTO CMeno,
KTO HeyK/lXKe, KTO rpaluo3Ho, KTO pacTtankusasd ApYrux, KTo Tauwa
KOro-to 3a co6oil, — Cf0BOM, TaK WM WHa4ye, TEM WAU WHbIM CMOCO-
60M, HO npuwnn Bce. N BCe NycTUAUCh B NAScC — BCe ABajLaTh nap pa-
30Mm. Mobexanu no Kpyry napa 3a napoi, cnepsa B 04HY CTOPOHY, NOTOM
B Apyryto. M napa 3a napoii — Ha cepeinHYy KOMHaTbl 1 o6paTHo. U 3a-
KPY)XXWUNCb MO BCEM HamnpaBfeHWAM, 06pasys XWBOMUCHbIE FPYMMbI.
MpexHAa rofoeBHas napa, YCTYNWB MECTO HOBOI, He ycneBana npwu-
CTPOUTLCA B XBOCTE, KakK HOBas rofioBHafd napa Yyxe BcTynana —
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N BCAKWIA pa3 paHblle, 4YeM cnefoBano, — MOKa, HaKoHel, BCe napbl
Wr cTanu ronoBHLIMM U BCe He NepenyTanocb OKOHYaTenbHo. Korga atot
«YaCTNMBbLIA pe3ynbTaT Obln AOCTUIHYT, CTapblii ®uU33Myur 3saxnaonan
M nagowu, 4tobbl NPMOCTAaHOBUTL TaHeL, M 3akpuyan:

— CnaBHo cnnscanu! — W B Ty Xe CeKyHAy cKpunay norpysun
pasropsiyeHHoe NMLO B 3apaHee NPUNACEHHYI KPYXKy € nueBoM. Ho
Oyayun pewnTenbHbIM MPOTUBHUKOM OTAblXa, OH TOTYac CHOBA BbITNfA-
HYNn M3-3a KPYXKW W, HeB3Mpas Ha OTCYTCTBMe TaHUYKOLWUX, OMATb
LWMUAMKaN, U NPUTOM C TaKOW APOCTbIO, CNOBHO 3TO ObIN YXe He OH, a
KaKoW-TO HOBbI/ cKpunay, 3afjaBliniica Lenbo NMbo 3aTMUTbL MepBOro,
KOTOPOro B NMoAYyO6MOPOYHOM COCTOSAHMM OTTalMnM [OMOW Ha CTaBHe,
3160 NOrnoBHYTH.

A 3aTeM CHOBAa ObINn TaHLbl, & 3aTeM (PaHTbl U CHOBA TaHLbl, & 3aTem
6bln cnagkuin nupor, u rAUHTBERH, U No 60/bWOMY KYCKY XO/I04HOrO
pocTtbuda, n No 60nbWOMY KYCKY XON0AHOW OTBapHOM FOBAAWMHbI, a NOA
KOHel, 6bl/IN XXapeHble MUPOXKN C M3IOMOM W KOPWULLEA ¥ BBOMKO MuBa.
Ho camoe uHTepecHoe npoun3owno nocne poctbuda n roBaguHbl, Korga
ckpunay (Jo 4ero e /IOBOK, nec ero BosbMu! [la, He Ham C Bamu ero
Yyu4uTb, 3TOT 3Han CBOe fenol!) 3amrpan CTapUHHbIA KOHTpAaHc «Cap
lT'opxep Kasepnu» u cTapblit ®u33nyur BcTan W NPefnoxXun pyky
muccuc ®u3snynr. OHM NOWAKM B NepBOi nape, pasymeeTcs, U UM Mpu-
Wwnocb NOTPYAUTLCSA Ha cnaBy. 3a HUMM WO nap fABajuatb, a TO U
6onblie, U BCe — NUXME TaHLOpPbl, BCE — TaKOW Hapof, YTO WYTUTb He
MOGAT M yX KOMW BO3bMYTCS Nnsfcath, Tak OYAyT nnacaThb, He XKales
naTok!

Ho 6yfab MX XOTb NATbAECAT, XOTb CTO NATbAECAT Nap — CTapblii
®un33nynr n TyT 6bl He cnaowan, fga u muccuc Pu33nyur Toxe. fla, oHa
HOMCTUHY 6blna noj cTaTb CBOEMY Cynpyry BO BCeX pPeLUTenbHO
CMbICNax. W ecnu 3TO He BbICWIAA MOXBana, TO CKaXuWTe MHe, Kakas
Mbille, U 4 OTBEYY — OHa A0CTOlHA W 3Toi. OT UKp Muctepa ®ussnyura
MONOXWUTENbHO UCXOANNO CUAHUE. OHW CBepKanu TO TyT, TO Tam, C/i0B-
HO ABe NYHbl. Bbl HMKOrJa He MOrnM cKasaTb C YBEPEHHOCTbIO, e OHYU
OKaXyTcsa B cregytollee MrHoBeHue. W korga ctapblii ®u33uynr n muc-
cuc Pussnyur npogenann sce MUrypbl TaHua, Kak NnosioxeHo, — u 6Ge-
rom Bnepeg, v 6erom Hasaf, W, B3fBLUWCb 3a& PYKW, rafionom, U NOKNOH,
N peBepaHC, U MOKPYXMWAUCH, W HbIPHYAW NOA PYKW, W BO3BPaTWUIUCH,

HaKoHell, Ha CBOe MeCTo, — CTapuK ®U33MYyWUT MOAMPLITHYN M NPUCTYK-
Hyn B BO3gyXe Kabnykamu — fa TakK /I0BKO, 4YTO, Ka3anoCb, HOTW €ro
MOAMUTHYNN TaHLopaM, — U TYT Xe cpasy CTa/l KakK BKOMaHHbIiA.

Korga 4acbl npobunu oAMHHaALaTb, AOMAaWIHWIA 6Gan OKOH4YW/CS.
Mwuctep n muccuc ®uU33nMymur, ctaB no o6e CTOPOHbI ABEPU, MOXMUMaNM
PYKY Ka)XAOMYy rOCTHO WAW TFOCTbe W MOXEeNanu emy WM eii BecenbiX
npas3gHMKOB. A KOrja Bce rocTW pas3oLlnCb, X035eBa TakMM Xe MaHe-
pOM pacnpolwanucb u c yueHnkamu. 1 BoT Becenible ronoca 3amepnun Baa-
nn, a ABOE MONOAbIX NtoAeil OTNpaBUAUCL K CBOMM KOWKam B ryouHe
marasuHa.

Moka anunca 6an, CKpygXX Ben cebs KakK yManuLWEHHbIA. Bcem
CBOMM CYLL,ECTBOM OH OblN1 C TEMMW, KTO TaM Nscan, ¢ TeM HOHOLWEN, B KO-
Topom y3Han cebs. OH Kak 6bl yyacTBOBa/s BO BCEM, YTO MPOUCXOAMNO,
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Hee MpuUNOMWHas, BCeMY pajoBasiCA W UCMNbITbIBAN HEU3BACHUMOE BOJI-
HeHue. N nuwb Tenepb, Korga cuawouwme GusnoHomMumn Auka v OHOWM
CKpyfXa CKpbIINCb U3 rnas, BCMNOMHWUA OH O [lyxe v 3amMeTun, 4to TOT
NpUcTaNbHO CMOTPMUT Ha HEero, a CHOM CBeTa Yy Hero Haj ronoBoi roput
Heob6blYainHO fpKO.

— Kak HEMHOro HYXHO, 4To6bl 3aCTaBUTb 3TUX MPOCTAKOB Npeuc-
NoNHUTLCA 6narofgapHocTW, — 3ameTun Ayx-

— HewmHoro? — yausunca CKpypx.

[yx cpenan emy 3HaK MpucnyllaTbC K 3afyLWIeBHOW 6eceae ABYX
YYEHWKOB, KOTOpble pacToyanu xsanbl ®un3snyury, a korga CKpymx no-
BWHOBA/CA eMy, CKasan:

— Hy ut0? Pa3Be f He npaB? Befb OH ucTpatun cywyto 6esge-
NLY — BCEro Tpu-yeTbipe yHTA TOrO, YTO Y BAC Ha 3eMJ/ie 30BYT [EHb-
ramu. 3acny>kuBaeT /iM OH TakuWX Moxsan?

— [Jla He B 3TOM CyTb, — BO3pa3un CKpyaX, 3afeTblil 3a XWUBOE
€ro c/ioBaMu U He 3aMeyast, UTO paccyXfaeT He TaK, KaK eMy CBONCTBEH-
HO, a KaK npexHuin oHowa Ckpyax. — He B aToM cyTb, [yx. Beab oT
P un33nymnra 3aBUCUT cAenaTb HAC CHACTNMBLIMU UIN HECHACTHLIMYU, a Hal
TPYL — JIerKUM WAN TATOCTHbLIM, MPEBPaTUTbL €ro B YA0BONLCTBUE WM
B MYKY. [yCcTb OH fenaeTt 3TO C MOMOLLbIO C/l0Ba WAW B3rnsaga, ¢ Nomo-
Wb Yero-To CTOJIb HE3HAYUTENbHOr0 M HEBECOMOro, 4Yero Henb3s HU

NCYUCINTb, HU U3MEPUTbL, — BCE PaBHO A006pPO, KOTOPOE OH TBOPUT, CTO-
UT uenoro coctosaHmMa. — TyT CKpyL>X No4vyBCTBOBa/s Ha cebe B3rnaj
Ayxa n 3anHyncs.

— UYto0 Xe Tbl yMONK? — cnpocun ero Ayx.

— Tak, Huyero, — otBeyan CKpyLX.

— Hy a Bce-takm? — HacTtauBan [Ayx.

— [ycTtoe, — ckasan Ckpypx, — nycrtoe. [1pocTo MHe 3axoTe-

Nnocb CKasaTb fABa-TpW CfoBa MOeMYy Kaepky. BoT u Bce.

Tem BpemMeHeMm tHowa CKpygX noracun namny. W BOT yxe
CKpyaXx BmecTe ¢ lyXoM onATb CTOSAWM MOA OTKPbITbIM HeboM.

— Moe Bpemda nctekaetr, — 3ameTun Ayx. — [locnewwn!

CnoBa 3Tn He OTHOCUAUCL K CKPYAXY, & BOKPYT He 6blI0 HU gylin,
M TEM He MeHee OHM TOoT4yac Npown3Benn cBoe AelicTeue, CKpPyAX CHO-
Ba yBMAaen camoro ce6s. Ho Tenepb OH 6bi YXXe 3HAUYNTENbHO CTaplle —
B pacuBeTe neT. YepTbl AMua ero euie He cTasun CTONb Pe3KW 1 CYpOoBbI,
KaK B mocnegHue rofbl, HO 3a60Tbl M CKONMAOMCTBO YXX€ Hal0XWUAu oT-
neyaToKk Ha ero nnuo. becnokoliHbIil, anyHblii 61eCK NoSBUACA B rnasax,
N 6bIN0 SICHO, Kakaa 60Me3HeHHas CTpacTb MycTWNa KOPHWU B €ro agyue
M 4TO CTAHEeT C HMM, KOrja OHa BblpacTeT W 4yepHas €e TeHb MOrnoTuUT
ero LennKkom.

OH 6bl1 He of4uH. Pagom ¢ HUM cufpena npenectHas monogas fje-
ByLIKa B Tpaype. Cnesbl Ha ee pecHMLaX CBEPKanuW B iydaxX UCXOAMBLLEFO
oT [yxa cuaHus.

— AX, BCe 3TO TaK Mafio 3Ha4uuT ana teb6s Tenepb, — roBopuaa oHa
TNX0. — Tbl NOKNOHSEWbCA Tenepb MHOMY 60XeCTBY, U OHO BbITECHU-
10 MeHS M3 TBOEro cepgua. Uto X, ecnm OHO CMOXEeT nojgepxaTb W
yTewunTb Te64, Kak xoTena 6bl NogAepXKaTb U YTEWUTb 5, TOrga, KOHeuY-
HO, S He JO0/HKHa NnevyanuTbCH.

30






UTto 310 3a 60XecTBO, KOTOpPO€ BbITECHUIIO Teb6a? — cnpocun

CKpyax.

— [eHbrn.

— Het cnpasegnnsocTn Ha 3emne! — monsun Ckpyax. — becno-
L ajHee BCEro KasHUT CBET 6eJHOCTb, U HE MEHEee CYpOBO — Ha CNoBax, —
BO BCAKOM cflyyae, — OCYXJAaeT MOroH 3a 60raTcTsoM.

— Tbl CNVMWKOM Tpenewiewsb nepes MHEHUWEM CBeTa, — KPOTKO
yKopuna oHa ero. — Bcem cBOMM npexHWM Hajexgam u Meytam Tbl

M3MEHWUN pajn OAHOW — CTaTb HEYA3BMMbIM AN8 ero 6ynaBOYHbIX YKO-
nos. Pa3Be He Bupgena s, Kak BCe TBOW 61aropogHble CTpeMAeHMUs rnbam
0AHO 3a APYrMM M HOBasd BcemobGexpgatowas CTpacTb, CTPACTb K HaXu-
Be, Maso-nomany 3aBnajena To60i Lenmkom!

— Hy n yT0 Xe? — BO3pa3nn OH. — YT0 Na0Xoro, gaxe ecnu 1
N NMOYMHEen HakoHeu? Moe OTHOWEHNEe K Tebe He U3MEHWOCh.

OHa nokayvana rosioBoW.

— Pa3Be He Tak?

— Hawa nomoneBka — geno npownoe. O6a Mbl 6bI1M 6eAHbI TOraa
N LOBONbCTBOBaINCb TEM, YTO MMENN, HafesaCb CO BPEMEHEM YBENNYUTH
Hal A0CTATOK TeprnenumBbiM TpyaoMm. Ho Tbl mameHuncsa c tex nop. B 1e
rogbl Tbl 6bl1 COBCEM MWHbIM.

— $ 6bI1 Manb4YnWKON, — HETEPNEeNnBO OTBeYasl OH.
— Tbl caM 3Haelb, YTO Tbl OblN HE TOT, YTO Tenepb, — BO3pasnna
OHa. — A 2 BCce Ta Xe. W TO, UTO Cy/NM/I0 HAM cYacTbe, KOrga Mol 6bIn

KaK OflHO CYLLecTBO, TeMepb, KOrAa Mbl CTann Yy>XXumu Apyr apyry, npeg-
BellaeT Ham TOJNIbKO rope. He cTaHy pacckasbiBaTb Tebe, Kak 4acTo U C
Kakoil 60/bi0 pasMbllingna s Hag aTum. [la, 1 MHOro gymana v pewuna
BEPHYTb Tebe cBoboay.

— PasBe s Korga-HuMbyab npocun 06 atom?

— Ha cnoBax — HeT. Hukorpga.

— A Kakum Xe ewe cnocobom?

— Bcem cBOMM HOBbIM, U3MEHMBLUIMMCS CYLLecTBOM. Y Tebs apy-
ras gywa, gpyroi ob6pas XusHu, gpyras uenb. W oHa gna Tebsa BaxHee
Bcero. M 3To caenano Mot N060Bb HEHYXHOW ANna TebA. OHa He MMmeeT
LUeHbl B TBOMX rnasax. lMpusHalicd, — cKasana [eByLIKa, KPOTKO, HO
BMecTe C TeM MPUCTanbHO U TBEPAO A48 eMy B rnasa, — eciaum 6bl 3Tu
y3bl He CBfA3blBa/M Hac, pa3Be cTan Obl Tbl TeMepb AOMOraTbCsi MOEl
no6BK, cTtapatbca MeHs 3aBoeBaTb? O Het!

Kasanocb, OH MOMUMO CBO€l BOM HE MOT He MPU3HaTb cNpaBejIun-
BOCTM 3TWX cnoB. Ho Bce e, cfenaB Hafg coboil ycunue, OTBETWA:

— 3T0 TOMbKO Thbl Tak fyMaellb.

— Bugnut 6or, 4 6bina 6bl paga AymaTb WHaye! — oTBevana
OHa. — YK ec/in 9 oMxHa 6blia, HaKoHeL, NPU3HaTb 3Ty FOPbKY UCTU-
HY — 3HA4YUT, KaK e 0Ha cypoBa 1 HeonpoBepXxuma! Befb He MOTY Xe §
NMoBepuTb, YTO, CTaB CBOGOAHLIM OT BCAKMX 00A3aTeNbCTB, Tbl B35 Obl
B XeHbl 6ecnpugaHHuuly! 370 Tbi-To! [la BeAb faXxe M3nMBas MHe CBOIO
oywy, Tbl HE B COCTOSHUU CKPbITb TOFO, YTO KaXKAbll/i TBOW LIar NpojuK-
ToBaH KopbicTbto! [a ecnu Obl gaxe Tbl HA MUT U3MeHUN cebe u ocTa-
HOBUN CBOW BbLIOOP Ha TakKON AeBYyLIKe, KaK f, pa3Be § He MOHMMalo,
Kak 6bICTpO nNpuwan 6bl BCned 3a 3TUM packasHue U coxaneHue! Hert,
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n noHumar Bce. N s ocBoboxpgaw Tebs oT TBOero cnosa. OCBO6GOX-
fjal no pob6bpoli Bone — BO MMSA MOei No6BM K TOMY, KEM Tbl 6bin
Korpga-To.

OH xO0Ten 4TO-TO CKasaTb, HO OHa MNpoJoJiKana, OTBOPOTACL OT
Hero:

— bbb mMoxeT... Korga s BCNOMWHAaK MNpowioe, A Bepw B
>ro... bbITb MOXeT, Tebe ByaeT 601bHO pa3NyymTbCcs €O MHOI. Ho cko-
po, OYeHb CKOPO 3TO MNPOWAET, M Tbl C PajocTbio Mo3abygellb MeHS,
Kak nycTyl, 6ecniofHyl MeuTy, OT KOTOPOW Tbl BOBPEMS OYHYNCH.
A 4 MOry TONIbKO NoXenaTb Te6e cHaCTbs B TOM XU3HU, KOTOPYIO Thbl cebe
nsbpan! — C 3TUMM cnoBaMu OHa MOKMHYNa ero, U OHW paccTanuch
Hascerga.

— JAyx! — Bckpuyan CKpymX. — S He xo4vy 60/blUe HUYEro BU-
petb. OTBeAn MeHa pgomoli. Heyxenu Tebe pgocTaBnsieT YAOBONbCTBUE
Tep3aTb MeHs!

— Tbl yBMAMWbL euwe ofHy TeHb [lpownoro, — ckasan Ayx.

— Hwu egnHoi, — KpukHyn CKpyax. — Hu eguHoil. A He xenato
ee Buaetb! He nokasbiBail MHe 60/blue HUYero!

Ho Heymonumblii [yX, BO3/IOXXWB Ha Hero o06e pyku, 3acTaBun
B3MpaTb Ha TO, YTO MPOM3OLLJIO Jalblue.

OHU nepeHecnnUchb B MHYIO 0BCTAaHOBKY, U MHAaA KapTuHa OTKpbinach
nx B3opy. CKpymX yBWAEN KOMHaTy, He OYeHb 60MbLUYHD W Heboratyto,
HO BMOSHE YAOOGHYK M YIOTHYHO. Y KaMWHa, B KOTOPOM >apko, no-
3UMHeMY, Nbllann 4poBa, cuiena monogas Kpacumsas gesywka. CKpymx
NPUHAN 6bIN0 ee 3a CBOK TOMbKO UYTO CKPbIBLIYIOCA MOAPYXKY —
TakK OHM ObIIM MOXO0XW, — HO TOTYac Xe yBufan u 1y. Tenepb 370 6biNa
XEHLWMHA CpefHUX NeT, BCe ele npuaTHas coboil. OHa ToXe cufjena
Yy KaMWHa HanpoTuMB Ao4yepu. B KOMHaTe CTOAN HEBOOGpasUMbIi LUYM,
n6o Tam 6bIN0 CTONLKO pebaTuwek, 4To CKPYAX B CBOEM B3BO/HOBAH-
HOM COCTOSIHUM He CMOr 6bl WX Aaxe nepecunTatb. N B oTAMyuMe OT
cTajia B M3BECTHOM CTUXOTBOPEHWU, F4e COPOK KOPOBOK Benn ceba Kak
0fHa, 34eCb KaXAblil pebeHOK LIYMen Kak Ao6pbiX COpPOK, M pe3yfbTa-
Tbl 6bIV CTONMb OFNYLWMWTENIbHLI, YTO MPEBOCXOAMIN BCAKOE BEPOATME.
Bnpouyem, 3TO HWMKOro, No-euAMMOMy, He 6ecnokouno. Hanpotus, MaTb
M A0oYKa OT AyLIM pafoBanucb U CMeANuchb, rNagsa Ha pebaTuwek, a no-
CNeflHAA BCKOpPe W caMa NpuHfaaa yyacTue B UX WaNoCTAX, U ManeHbKune
pasboiHUKN CTanu HemMUNoCepaHO TOPMOLWIUTL ee.

AX, Kak 6bl MHe X0Tenocb 6bITb OAHUM U3 HUX! Ho 8 6bl HUKOrAa
He 6bln Tak rpy6, o HeT, HeT! HW 3a Kakume COKpoOBMLLA He NOCMen Obl
A 0EPHYTb 3a 3TW KOCbl UK pacTpenatb UX. [axe pagu cnaceHus Xus-
HW He Aep3HyN Obl A cTaWwWuTb C ee HOXKU — roCcnogmn, cnacu Hac u no-
mMunyii! — 6GecueHHbI KpoweyHblli 6alimadvyok. M pasBe oTBaXuacs Obl
A, KaK 3TU OTYasHHble ManeHbKMe Harneubl, 06xBaTuTb ee 3a Tanuio!
[a ecnn 6 moa pyka puckHyna TO/NbKO 00BUTbCA BOKPYr €e CTaHa, OHa
Tak 6bl M NpMpocCaa K HeEMY U HUKOrAa 6bl yXX He BbiINpAMMAach B Hakasa-
HV/e 3a Takyl [ep30CTb.

Bnpoyem, npusHatocb, A 6bl 6e3MEPHO Xenan KOCHYTbCA ee ryo6,
06paTnTbCA K Heil ¢ BOMNPOCOM, BMAETb, KaK OHa MPUOTKPOET YycTa,
oTBeyas MHe! J1i060BaTbCA €€ OMYyLLEHHbIMW PeCHULAMW, He Bbl3blBas
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Kpacku Ha ee uiekax! PacnycTuTb ee LWeNKOBUCTbIE BOMOCHI, Kaxpas
npagka KoTopblix — 6ecueHHoe cokpoBuwe! CnoBOM, He CKpOK, 4TO
M Xenan 6bl N0Ob30BaTbCA BCEMU MpaBamMu LWaNoBANBOro pebeHka, HO
ObITb BMECTE C TeM AOCTAaTOYHO B3POC/AbIM MYXUUHOW, 4YTO6bI 3HATH
UM LIEHY.

Ho BOT pa3gancs CTyK B ABepb, U BCe, KTO 6blN1 B KOMHaTe, C TaKoW
CTPEMUTENLHOCTBIO BpOCUNINCL K ABEpPAM, 4YTO MO0Aas feByllKa —
C CMeloLMMCs NMLOM U B U3PSAAHO MOMSATOM MjaTbe — OKasanacb B ca-
MOM UeHTpe OyliHO BaTarm WM npuBeTCTBOBana 0Tua, eABa TOT ycnen
CTYNUTb 3a MNOPOr B COMPOBOXAEHWUW PACCbINLHOIO, Harpy>XeHHOro
UrpywkamMum u Apyrumy poXAeCTBEHCKUMW nogapkamu. ToTyac nog
OrNyLWunTenbHble KPUKWU 6€33alUTHBbIA pacCbiibHblA 6bln B3AT NPUCTY-
nom. Ha Hero kapabkanucb, NMpUCTaBUB K HEMY BMECTO /IECTHULbI CTY/NbA,
YTOOblI OMYCTOWMNTL €ro KapMaHbl M 0TO6paTh Y HEro nakeTbl B 06epTOY-
Hoil Gymare; ero Aywunu, o6xBaTvB 3a LUelD; Ha HeEM NoBucanu, yue-
MUBLIMCL 3a FancTyk; ero fy6acunvM no CnuMHe Kynakamu W NMUHaNM Ho-
ramMu, U3bABNAS 3TUM CamMylo HEXHYIO K HeMY 060Bb! A KPUKK U3YM-
NeHnsa 1 BocTopra, KOTOPbIMU COMPOBOXAan0oCh BCKPbITUE KaXA0ro na-
KeTal A HeonmucyeMblil yXxac, OBlajeBLUNA BCEMU, KOT4a caMOro MasneHb-
KOro 3aCTUIAN Ha MecTe NPecTynjaeHns —s C UrpyLIeyHo CKOBOPOLKOIA,
3aCYHYTON B pOT, — W MOMNYTHO BO3HWK/AO MOAO3PEHME, YTO OH YXe
ycnen NpornoTuTb 4epeBAHHON0 MHAKOKA, KOTOPbIA 6blN NPUKeeH K fepe-
BAHHOI Tapenke! A BceoOuiee NMKOBaHWe, Korfga TpeBOora okKasanachb
NnoXKHoi! Bce 3TO NpoOCTO He nofaaeTca onucaHuio! CKaxem TOnbKo,
4YTO OAWH 3a APYruM BCe PebATULLIKM — a BMeCTe C HUMW U LYMHble
U3bSBNEHUA UX YYBCTB — ObIAN yAaneHbl U3 FOCTUHOM HaBepX M BO-
[LBOpEeHbl B MocTenun, rae Mano-nomany U yroMOHWAWCH.

Tenepb CKpyAX YCTpeMWn BCe CBOE BHUMaHWe Ha OCTaBLUMXCH,
M cnesa 3aTyMaHWfia ero B30p, KOrja X03fiH [OMa BMECTe C >KeHOW
N HEXHO MPUNbHYBLUEW K ero naevy LoYepbl 3aHAN CBOE MECTO Y KaMu-
Ha. CKpyZ)X HEeBONbHO nofyMan O TOM, 4YTO TakOe >XXe rpauuo3Hoe,
MOSIHOE XXWU3HU CO34aHune MOrfo Obl M ero HasblBaTh OTLOM M 0borpeBaTth
LblXaHWeM CBOeli BeCHbl CYpOBYI 3MMY ero MpeknoHHbIX feT!

— bann, — ckKasan MyX c ynblbKoi, obopaunBascb K XXeHe, — a
A BWAEN CEerofHs TBOEro CTapMHHOro npuaTens.

— Koro xe 3T0?

— Yrapaii!

— Kak mory s yragatb? A BNpo4YeM, KaxeTcs, foragbiBalocb! —
BOCK/NMKHYNa OHa W pacxoxoTanacb Bchef 3a Myxem. — Muctepa
Ckpypnxa?

— BOT UMeHHo. S NpoXoAna MUMO €ro KOHTOpPbI, a OH pa6oTan Tam
npy cBeye, He 3aKPbIB CTAaBEH, TakK YTO § NPW BCEM XXeNaHWW He MOT He
yBUaeTb. Ero KomnaHbOH, FoBOPST, MPU CMePTW, UM OH, MOHMMAaEeLlb,
CUAUT TaM y cebs ofuH-ofMHeweHek. OAWH KaK MepcT Ha BCEM 6efoM
cBeTe.

— [Ayx! — npounsHec CKpyaX HagNOM/IEHHbIM F0/I0COM. — YBeau
MeHA oTcloja.

— 4 Befb rosopun Tebe, 4TO BCe 3TO — TEHW MWHYBLLErO,
oTBeyan yx. — Tak OHO 6bl10, U He MO B TOM BMWHa.
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— YBean MeHA! — B3monunca CKpymx. — A He MOry BbIHECTW.

OH nosepHynca K [yxy v yBufen, 4to B NNLE €ro Kakum-TO Heno-
CTUXXMMbIM 06pa3om COeAWHWAUCHL OTAEfNbHble YepTbl BCEX NOAeN, Ko-
TOpbIX TOT eMy nokasbiBan. BHe cebs, CKpyfX cpenan OTYasHHYH
MonbITKY 0CBO6GOAUNTBLCA.

— TMyctn meHsa! OTeeau Aomoi! 3a 4TO Thl mpecnegyewb MeHs!

bopsicb ¢ Jlyxom — ecnm 3TO MOXHO Ha3BaTb 60pb6oi, n6o Ayx
He OKasblBa/l HWKAKOro COMPOTWMBEHUS U fJaXe C/MOBHO Obl He 3aMe-
Yyan ycuMnuii CBOEro npoTMBHMKA, — CKPyLK YBMAeN, YTO CHOM CBeTa

y Ayxa Haj ronosoii pasropaeTcs Bce sipue U sipye. 5e30TYETHO uys-,
CTBYSl, YTO MMEHHO 3[eCb CKpbiTa Ta TaWHCTBEHHass BNacTb, KO-
TOpPYH0 MMeeT Haf HUM 3To cyuecTtBo, CKPYAX CXBaTUM Ko/mnak-ra-
CUNKY U PellnTeNbHbIM ABUXEHWEM Haxnobyuun [yxy Ha ronosy.

AyX Kak-To cpasy oce/l Nnoj KoAMnakom, U OH MOKPbIN ero A0 camblX
nAT. Ho Kak 6bl KPenko HuU npxuman CKpYAX racunky kK ronose Ayxa,
eMy He ypaanocb NOTYWMTb CBeTa, CTPYMBLIErocs W3-nof Konnaka
Ha 3emto.

CTpallHas ycTanocTb BHe3anHo oBnagena Ckpygxem. Ero ctano
HEeNpeoJoNMMO KMOHUTb KO CHY, W B Ty Xe CeKYHAy OH yBWUAen, 4To
CHOBa HaxoAuTca y cebs B cnanbHe. B mocneAHwit pas HafaBWa OH YTO
6bI10 MOYM Ha KONMMaK-racusky, 3aTeM pyka ero ocna6na, u, noBanue-
WNUCb Ha NOCTeNb, OH YCHY/J MEpTBbIM CHOM.

CTPO®A TPETbA

BTopoit 13 Tpex [yxos

FpoMKo BCxpamnHyB, CKpyAX MPOCHY/NCS U Cen Ha KpoBaTu, cTa-
pasicb co6paTtbCs C MbicnsAaMU. Ha 3TOT pa3 emy He Hajgo 6bino Hamno-
MWHaTb O TOM, YTO Yacbl Ha KONOKO/bHE CKOpo npo6bioT Yac lMono-
NyHouu. OH YyBCTBOBA/, YTO MPOCHY/CA KakK pa3 BOBPeMs, TaK Kak emy
npeacTosna Gecea co BTOPbIM [yXOM, KOTOPbIA AOMKeH OblN SBUTHCA
K Hemy 6narogaps BMewaTensCTBY B ero fena [xxeiko6a Mapnu. Of-
HaKo, pasAyMblBasi Haf TeM, C Kakoii CTOPOHbl KpPOBaTWM OTAEpPHETCH Ha
3TOT pas nonor, CKpyAX OWYyTUN BAPYT BecbMa HENpUSATHbLIA X0N0A0K
M Mocrewmnn caMm, CBOMMU PyKaMu, 0T6pOCUTbL 06e MONOBUHKM MOora,
nocne 4ero ynercs o6paTHO Ha NOAYWKW U OKWUHYN 30PKWM B3TNSAOM
KoMHaTy. OH TBepfO pewwun, 4YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 He fJacT 3acTaTb cebs
Bpacniox ¥ HanyraTb W MepBblii OKNMKHET [yxa.

Nllogn HepobKoro AecsATka, KOWM KW4yaTCs Tem, 4TO UM cam uepT
He 6paT U OHWM BUAANW BUAbI, TOBOPAT 06bIYHO, KOFAa XOTAT [A0KasaTb
CBOIO yfAanb M 6eclabaliHOCTb, YTO CNOCOGHbLI Ha BCE — OT Urpbl B Op-
NAHKY [0 4eNnoBeKoybuiicTBa, a Mexgy 3TUMU [BYMS KpaikHOCTAMM
NEeXWUT, KaK W3BECTHO, AOBONMbLHO O6LIMPHOE None AesTenbHoOCTU. He
oxugas oT CKpymxa CTONMb BbICOKOW OTBaru, s AO/DKEH BCE Xe 3aBe-
pWTb Bac, 4YTO OH rOTOB Obl/l BCTPETUTLCA NMLOM K NIMLY C CaMbl-

MW CTpalWHbLIMWU (eHOMEHaMM UM MNosBfeHue No6biX MPU3pakoB — OT
rPYyAHbIX MAafeHLeB [0 HOCOPOrOB — He MOrfo Obl €ero Tenepb
YOMBUTb.
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OpHako 6yayyn roToB MOYTU KO BCEMY, OH MeHee BCero 6bif1 roToB
K NOMIHOMY OTCYTCTBMIO 4Yero 6bl TO HU 6bIIO, U MOTOMY, KOFAa 4vacbl Ha
KOMIOKO/IbHE MPO6MAM Yac M HUKAKOFO NPUBUAEHWS He MNOSBUIOCH,
CKpyAxa 3aTpsAcno Kak B niuxopagke. MNpowo eue naTb MUHYT, AeCATb,
naTHaguaTb — Hu4yero. OA4HaKo Bce 370 Bpemsa CKpymX, nexa Ha KpoBa-
TW, HAX0AMU/CS Kak OGbl B CAMOM LeHTpe 6arpoBO-KpacHOro CUAHUA, KOTO-
poe, MNWb TONBKO Yackl NPO6GUNN OfWH pa3, Hayano CTPYUTbCA HEMOHAT-
HO OTKyfa, W WMEHHO MOTOMY, 4TO 3TO ObII0 BCEro-HaBCEro CUAHME
n CKpYaXX He MOT yCTaHOBMUTb, OTKYJa OHO B3A/10Cb M YTO 03HA4yaeT, OHO
Kasanocb €My CTpallHee LeNoi [AHOKWHbI MPUBUAEHUIA. Y Hero faxe
MeflbKHYNa yXacHasi MbiC/lb, YTO OH ABNASieT C060i pepvariwnin npumep
HENpPOM3BO/ILHOrO CamMOBO3rOpPaHWs, HO /NWLWIEH MpuU 3TOM YyTelleHUs
3HaTb 3TO HaBepHAKa. HakoHeL OH Nogyman BCe e — KaK Bbl MW A MO-
gymanu 6bl, 663 COMHEHMS, C CaMOro Hauyana, 6o M3BECTHO, YTO TO/bKO
TOT, KTO He nonagan B 3aTpyAHWUTENbHOe MOMOXeHWe, 3HaeT COBep-
LUEHHO TOYHO, KaK MpW 3TOM HYXXHO MOCTynaTb, U AOBEAUCb MY, UMEH-
HO TakK 6bl, pasymeeTcs, U NOCTynua, — uUTaK, NoBTopato, CKpyaX no-
LyMan BCe Xe, HaKOHel, YTO MCTOYHWK MPU3PavyHOro cBeta MOXeT Ha-
XOAWTLCS B COCEfHE/ KOMHaTe, OTKYAa, eClu NPUrNAfeTbCs BHUMATE b-
Hee, 3TOT cBeT U cTpywunca. Korfa aTta MbiC/b MOMHOCTbIO NPOHUKNA B
ero CO3HaHWe, OH TUXOHbKO CMOA3 C KpPOBAaTU U, Wapkas Tyhasamu,
HanpaBmnca K fBepu. JIUlb TOMbKO pyKa ero KOCHyfnacb ABepHOW Lie-
KONAbl, KaKOW-TO HE3HaKOMbli rosoc, Ha3BaB €ro fno MMeHW, MoBefen
eMy BONTU. CKpyAX MNOBUHOBanCA. 4

370 6blna ero co6cTBeHHass KomHaTta. COMHEHWMIA OblTb He MOr/O.
Ho oHa cTpaHHO u3MeHWNnacb. Bce cTeHbl M NOTONMOK 6biM y6paHsbl
XMWBbIMU pacTeHMAMU, U KOMHAaTa CKOpee Noxoauna Ha powy. fApkue
6necTsiuiMe AroAbl Beceno MpPOrnsabiBanyM B 3eneHON nuctee. Ceexue
TBepAble NMCTbA OCTPONINCTA, OMeNbl U NAOWa Tak U CBepkanu, CNOBHO
ManeHbKMe 3epKanbla, pasBellaHHble Ha BETBAX, a B KaMWHe ryneno
Takoe >Kapkoe naams, Kakoro M He CHWAOCb 3TOl [peBHeil OKameHe-
nocTu, MOKa OHa Haxofgwunachb Bo BnageHun Ckpypaxa u Mapnu u ogHy
JONTY0 3MMy 3a Apyroi xonopana 6e3 orHa. Ha nony orpomHoii rpy-
[LOW, HanoMWHalLWen TPOH, ObIAN CNOXEHbI XapeHble WHAEWKMW, rycu,
Kypbl, AW4Yb, CBMHble OKOPOKa, 6OMblIME KYCKU TOBSIAUHbI, MOMOYHbIE
nopocsTa, FMpPAAHAbI COCUCOK, XXapeHble MUPOXKWU, NAYMAYAWMHIK, 60-
YOHKM C yCTpuuamu, ropsumMe KallTaHbl, PYMfAHble $S6/0KW, COUHbIe
anenbCUHbI, apoMaTHble rpyln, rpoMagHble NUPOrM C IMBEPOM WU Abl-
MALWMECS Yawy C NYHWeM, AYLWINCTbIe Napbl KOTOPOro cTnanuch B BO3-
Lyxe, CNOBHO TyMaH. W Ha 3TOM BO3BbIWEHUN HENPUHYXAEHHO U
BE/IMYaBO BOCCEeJan TaKOW Becenblii u cuawWmnii BenukaH, 4To cepaue
pagoBanocb Npu O4HOM Ha Hero B3rnsge. B pyke y Hero 6bin aken,
HECKO/IbKO MOXOXWI No popme Ha por M306MAMA, U OH NOAHAN ero Bbl-
COKO Haj rofnoBoi, 4Tob6bl XOpPOLWeHbKO 0CBeTUTb CKpypa)ka, Korga ToT
MPOCYHY/N rOM0BY B ABEpPb.

— Boign! — kpukHyn Ckpyaxy [MMpuspak. — Bolign, n 6yaem
3HaKOMbI, cTapuHa!

CKpyaX pob6KO LWarHyn B KOMHaTy W CTan, MOHYpWB rofoBy, ne-
pen MpuspakoMm. CKpyZX Obla yXe He MPEeXHWid, YrproMblil, CypoBblIii
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CTapuK, W He pellancs NOAHATbL rfas3a v BCTPETUTb ACHbIA 1 J06pbIA B30p
Mpunspaka.

— A Ayx HblHewHnx CBATOK, — ckKasan lMpuspak. — B3rngHu
Ha MeHs!

CKpyZ)X noyTUTeNbHO noBMHOBancsa. [Ayx 6bin ofgeT B NpoCTON
TeMHO-3e/leHbll 6anaxoH WAM MaHTUIO, OTOPOYEHHYH 6e/biM MEXOM.
OpesHne 310 cBOGOAHO M HE6PEXHO cnajano Cc ero njey, n WKUPOKas
rpyAb BenukaHa 6bina o6Ha)KeHa, CMIOBHO OH XOTeN MokKasaTb, 4TO He
HYX[AeTCqd HM B KaKMX WMCKYCCTBEHHbIX MOKpoBax u 3awute. CTynHu,
BUAHEBLUMECA U3-MOA MblWHbLIX CKNaA0K MaHTuUK, 6blan 60Chl, U Ha ro-
nose y lNpuspaka Toxe He 6bI0 HUMKAKOro ybopa, KpoMe BEHYMKa W3
OCTPO/INCTA, HA KOTOPOM CBepKanu Koe-rgae NbAWHKW. ONWHHbIE TEMHO-
KallTaHOBble Kyapu paccbinanucb Mo naevyam, fobpoe OTKPbITOE NUL0
ynbibanoch, rnasa CUANM, rofioc 3ByYan Becesno, U BCe — U XXNU3HepagocT-
Hblli BMA, M CBO6OAHOE 06XOXAeHWe, N NPUBETAMBO MPOTAHYTas py-
Ka, — BCE B HeM ObI/I0O NPUATHO U HeNpuHYXAeHHO. Ha nosice y [yxa
BMCENN CTapUHHbIE HOXHbI, HO — NycTble, 6€3 Meya, fa U caMy HOXHbI
OblM NOPALKOM U3beLeHbl PXABUYMHOWA.

— Tbl Befib HUKOTJa elle He BUAAN TakKuUX, KakK Al — BOCKIUKHYN
Ayx.

— Hukorga, — otBeyan CKpyax.

— Hwukorga He obwanca ¢ MOMOAbIMK YfleHAMU Hallero cemeincT-
Ba, M3 KOTOPbLIX f§ — caMblii Mnagwmnii? {9 xody ckazaTb — C Temu u3
MOMX CTapwmnx 6paTbeB, KOTOPble poXAanucb B nocnegHue rofbl? —
npofoskan ponpawuneatb lMpuspak.

— Kak 6yaTo HeT, — ckasan CKpyaK. — Bbotocb, UTo HeT. Ay Teb4
MHOro 6paTtbeB, [Ayx?

— CsBbllWe TbICAYM BOCbMMUCOT, — OTBeyan Ayx.

— BoT Tak cemeiika! M3Bonb-ka ee npokopmMuTb! — npo6opmoTan
CKpyox.

CBaTOuHbIli [yx BcTan.

— [Ayx, — ckasan CKpyjX cMupeHHo. — Begum meHs Kypa Xo-

yewsb. MpoWNy0 HOYb A LW MO MPUHYXKAEHUIO W MONYUYUN YPOK, KO-
TOpbI/A He nponan AapoM. ECnn 3TOW HOUYbIO Thl TOXE [O/KEH Yemy-
HWOY[b HAayuyWTb MEHS, NYCTb UM 3TO MOCAYXWUT MHE Ha MNonb3y.

— KocHuch Moei MaHTWK.

CKpyAX chenan, Kak eMy 6blf0 NpuKasaHo, fla YUenunacs 3a MaH-
TUIO MoKpenye.

OCTpoNuUCT, OMena, KpacHble Arodbl, N, WUHAEWKW, TYCUu, Kypsbl,
6uTas NTULA, CBUHbIE OKOPOKa, FOBSXbW TYLIM, MOPOCATa, COCUCKH,
YCTPULUbI, MUPOTU, NYAUHTU, QPYKTbI U Yaliy C NYLWIHEM — BCE KCYe3no
B MFHOBEHMWe OKa. A C HUMW MCYe3na U KOMHaTa, U MblNalowuii KamuH,
1 6arpoBo-KpacHoe cusHue dakena, M HOYHON MpakK, M BOT yxe Ayx u
CKpYAX CTOSNU Ha TFOpOACKOW ynuue. BbiNo yTpo, POXAeCTBEHCKOe
yTPO M XOpolWii KPenkKuii Mopos, W Ha ynuue 3Bydyana CBoeoGpasHas
My3blKa, HEMHOFO pes3Kas, HO NMpUsSTHas, — cuullaNn CHer ¢ TpoTya-
pOB W crpe6ann ero C Kpblll, K 6e34yMHOMY BOCTOPry MasbuulleK,
CMOTPEBLWMNX, KaK, paccbinascb Menbyaillei nbifblo, pywarcs Ha 3eMio
CHEXHbIe NaBUHbI.
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Ha ¢oHe ocnennTtenbHoO 6e10ro MOKPOBa, NeXaBLEro Ha KPoBnsXx,
N faxe He CTO/b OEMIOCHEXHOrN0 — J/IeXaBWero Ha 3emne, CTeHbl [O-
MOB Ka3a/MCb CyMpayHbIMW, a OKHa — W TOTO elle CympayHee U TeM-
Hee. Ts)Kenble Koneca akunaxeh n GyproHoB OCTaBNSAAM B CHery rny-
60KMe Konew, a Ha nNepekpecTKax 60/MbLIUX YUl 3TU KONeW, CKpelimBa-
fCb COTHW pa3, 06pa3oBanyM B FyCTOM XXe/TOM KpOLIeBe Tanoro CHera
CNOXHYI0 CeTb KaHanoB, HaMmoO/IHEHHbIX NeAfAHON BoAol. He6o 6bI10 XMY-
po, ¥ yNuubl TOHYNW B MEeNeNbHO-TPA3HON MIe, MOXOXeW He TO Ha W3-
MOpPO3b, HEe TO Ha Map W ocefaBLieli Ha 3eM/0 TEMHOW, KakK caxa, po-
COW, CMIOBHO BCE MeYHble TpyObl AHIAUW CFOBOPUAUCHL APYT C APyromM —
N HY AbIMWUTb KTO BO 4TO ropasg! C/noBOM, HM caM FOpof, HWM KnumaT He
pacnonarannm 0CO6EHHO K BECEeNbl, U TeM He MeHee Ha ynuuax 6bifio
BECeNo, — TaK Beceso, Kak He ObiBaeT, NoXanyi, faxe B camblii NOro-
XWIA NeTHWIA AeHb, KOrAa COMHLUE CBETUT TakK SIPKO M BO3AYyX TaK CBEX
N YUCT.

A npuynHa 3TOro Tamnacb B TOM, 4TO /NIlOAM, CrpeGaBline CHer
C KpbiLW, NOMHbI 6bi1n 604gpocTn 1 Becenbs. OHWU 3aJ0PHO NEPEKNNKANNCh
LAPYT C ApyroM, a MOpPON M 3amycKann B cocefa CHEeXKOM — Kyja MeHee
OnacHbIM CHapsAoM, YeM Te, YTO cieTalT mogyac ¢ A3blka, — U Beceno
X0X0TaNnu, ecnu cHapag nonagan B Lefb, W elle Beceiee — ecnu OH neTen
MUMO. B KypATHbIX naBKax [Bepu OblAyM ewe Hanof0BUHY OTKPbITHI,
a nNpunaBkn (HPYKTOBbIX NaBOK MepenvBainuCb BCEMW LBeTamu pagyru.
34€ecb CTOSIN OFPOMHbIE KPYT/ble KOP3MHbI C KallTaHaMu, MOX0XWe Ha
06M1aYeHHble B XWNETbl XXUBOTbl BECENbIX CTapblX AXEHTNbMeHOB. OHMU
CTOSiNW, NpuUBansAcb K NPUTONIOKE, a MOPOIi M COBCEM BblKaTblBalNChb 3a
nopor, Cfo0BHO 60871MCb 3aA0XHYTbCS OT MOJHOKPOBMA W Mpechilye-
HUA. 34ecb 6bIIM U pPyMsAHbIE, CMYTFI0AMLUbIE TOACTOMY3ble UCMNaHCKMe
NYKOBWUBbI, Fnagkue n 6nectsuiMe, CNOBHO NOCHALLMECS OT XUpa LWEKK
MCNAaHCKUX MOHAaxoB. JIyKaBO W Haxa/bHO OHW MOAMWUIMBANM C MONOK
npo6eraBlwnM MUMO AeBYLUKAaM, KOTOPble C HaMYCKHOI 3aCTEHYMBOCTbHO
nornafAbiBann YKpagKoi Ha MoABELUeHHYH K MOTONKY BETOYKY OMenNbl.
3pecb ObIMM S6M10KU W TPYLWWU, YNOXEHHbIe B BbICOYEHHbIE KpPacOYHble
nupamMmuabl. 3aecb 6biAM rpo3fgbs BUHOrpafa, pas3BelleHHble TOpPOBa-
TbIM XO3AMHOM f1aBKW Ha CcaMblX BUAHbIX MecTax, fJabbl MpPOXoXxue
Morau, N byacb UMK, COBEPLIEHHO 6ecniaTHO raoTaTb CAKOHKU. 34eChb
OblNN TpyAbl OPEXOB — KOPWUYHEBbIX, YyTb MOAEPHYTbIX MYLIKOM, —
yell CBeXMWIA apomaT BOCKpelwan B nNamsaTh Obliible NPOrynKu Mo necy,
Korga Tak NpuATHO 6pecTun, yTonas MO WWKOMOTKY B OMNaBLUEi NNCTBE,
N CAblWaTb, KaK OHa LWenecTUT Moj HOroi. 3aecb OblM nevyeHble 56-
NOKKW, NyXnble, FNSAHUEBUTO-KOPUYHEBbLIE, BbITOAHO OTTEHSBLUME SIPKYHO
XEeNTU3HY NWMOHOB W anenbCUHOB M BCEM CBOMM anmneTUTHbIM BUAOM
HacTOMYMBO M MbINKO y6exjaBlwue BaC OTHECTU WX AOMON B Bymax-
HOM nakeTe U CbecTb Ha fAecepT. [axe 3010Tble U cepebpsiHble Pblb-
KW, nnaBaBlue B 60/blION Yalle, NOCTAaBAEHHOW B LleHTpe BCEro 3TOro
BENMKONeNns, — fAaxe 3TW XNaAHOKPOBHble HaTypbl MOHMManM, Kasa-
NoCb, YTO MPOMCXOAUT HEYTO HeO6bIYHOE, 1, 6e33BYYHO pa3eBas pTbl, BCe
Kak OfjHa B KaKOM-TO 6ecCTpacTHOM 3KCTa3e OMUCbIBANM Kpyr 3a Kpy-
roM BHYTPU CBOEro ManeHbKOro 3aMKHYTOTo MUpKa.

A 6akaneiumnkn! O, y 6akaneiilyMKoB BCEr0 O4Ha WUAN ABe CTaBHU,
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6bITb MOXET, 6bIN CHATBI C OKOH, HO Yero-4ero To/IbKO He YBUAMLb, 3a-
rnsHyB Tyga! M mano TOro, 4to 4yallku BECOB TaK BECE/0 Mo3BaHMBanw,
yAapsasach O MpuiaBok, a GeyeBka TaK CTPEMUTENbHO pasMmaTtbiBanach
C KaTYLIKWU, a XecTsAHble KOpo6KM Tak MPOBOPHO MpbIran ¢ NOAKM Ha
MPUNaBoK, CIOBHO 3TO GbIM MAYMKM B PyKax Camoro OMbITHOTO XXOHT/e-
pa, a CMellaHHbI/i apoMaT Koje M Yaj TakK MPUATHO LieKoTan Ho3apw,
a U3toMy 6bINI0 CTONMBKO U TaKUX PeAKOCTHBIX COPTOB, @ MUHAAMb GbIN Tak
ocnenuTenbHO 6en, a Nanoyku Kopuubl — TakuWe NPsiMble U ANUHHEHb-
Kue, ¥ BCe OCTafbHble MPSAHOCTWM Tak BOCXWTWUTENbHO Maxau, a LyKaTbl
rak co61a3HNUTeIbHO MPOCBEYMBANN CKBO3b MOKPbIBABLIYIO WX CaxapHYHo
rnasypb, 4YTo faXe Yy caMbiX PaBHOAYLIHbIX MOKynaTenei HauyuHano
cocaTb Mofj NOXeykKoi! M mano Toro, 4to MHXWUP GblA TaK MACUCT U CO-
UeH, a BsNeHble CAMBbLI TaK CTbIANMBO PAeNn W ynbi6anuchk Tak KWC/o-
CNafKo M3 CBOMX MbIWHO pasyKpalleHHbIX KOPOGOK W BCE, PelINTEeNbHO
BCE BbIFNAA€N0 TaK BKYCHO M TaK HapsHO B CBOEM POXAECTBEHCKOM
y6ope... CaMoe rnaBHOe 3aK104anoch BCe Xe B TOM, UTO, HeB3Mpas Ha
CTpallHYl CMeWKy W HeTeprneHue, KOTOPbIM BCe ObIN  OXBAaueHsbl,
HeB3Mpas Ha TO, YTO MOKynaTeau TO W [Aeno HaTbiKaiucb APYr Ha Apy-

ra B ABepsX — WX N/eTeHble KOP3WHKM TONbKO Tpewanu, — 1 3abbiBanu
MOKYNKW Ha Mpunaeke, U ONpomMeTbio 6Gpocanuch 3a HUMM 06paTHO,
M COBEpLWANnM ele COTHIO MoA06HLIX NMPOMaxoB, — HeB3upas Ha 370,

BCe B NpeABKYLIEHUN PafgoCTHOro AHA HaxoA4WWUCb B CaMOM NpasfHuY-
HOM, CamMOM OT/INYHOM PaCMOfIOKEHUU AyXa, a XO03AWH U NPUKA3UYUKU
UMenu Takoi [o6pOAYLIHbLIA, NPUBETAUBBLIA BWA, 4TO GnecTawme Me-
Tannnyeckme MpsSXKU B popMe cepiua, KOTOPbIMU 6bIU MPUCTETHYTHI
TeCEMKU WX MepefHUKOB, MOXHO OblN10 MPUHATH NO OWWUOKe 3a uX
co6CTBEHHbIe cepAla, BbICTaBMeHHbIe HapyXy [Ansa Bceobuiero o6ospe-
HUA W Ha pafoCTb POXAECTBEHCKUM rankam, fabbl Te MOrIM nokne-
BaTb MX Ha CBATKax.

Ho BOT 3a6naroBecTu/n Ha KO/MOKOJNIbHE, MpU3biBas BCEX A06pPbIX
nmofein B xpam 60XWin, n Becenas, npasfgHUYHO pasojertas Tonna noea-
nvna no ynuuaMm. N TyT XKe 130 BCeX MepeynkoB W 3aKOY/NKOB MOTEK/0
MHOXEeCTBO Hapofy: 37O 6efHSIKM HEecnuM CBOUX POXAECTBEHCKUX rycei
W YTOK B NekapHu. Bug aTux 6efHbIX Nofgei, cobpasluinxcs nonuposath,
LOMKHO ObITb, 0YeHb 3auHTepecoBan flyxa, nbo OH OCTAHOBWU/ICA BMeCTe
co CKpyaXeMm B ABepsAX MeKapHW W, NpUNoAbiMas KPbILWKU C MPOHOCU-
MbIX MWUMO KacTpHJ/b, CTafl KPOMUTb Ha MWLy MacjoM M3 CBOEro cBe-
TUAbHUKA. W BUAHO, 3TO 6bl1 COBCEM HEOObIYHbIA CBETU/ILHUK, TakK
KaKk CTOWNI0 KOMY-HUOYAb CTONKHYTbCA B ABepsAX W 3aBfA3aTb nepe-
6paHKy, Kak [lyXx Kponun W3 CBOEro CBEeTU/NbHUKA CMOPLWKKOB, U K
HUM TOT4ac BoO3Bpalwanocb 6narogywue. CTbI4HO, FOBOPUAN OHM, CCO-
puTbCA B MepBblli fAeHb poxpecTBa. W BepHO, ewe Obl He CTblgHO!

B nonoxeHHOe BpeMs KOMOKO/bHbIA 3BOH YTUX W ABEPU MeKapeH
3aKpbIMCb, HO Ha TpoTyapax MpPOTUB MOABa/lbHbIX OKOH MeKapeH
NOSIBUANCL NPOTaNMHbl Ha CHEry, OT KOTOPbIX Liea TaKOi nap, CMOBHO
KaMeHHble NAUTbl TPOTyapoB TOXE BapuUaUCb WAW Napuanchb, U BCE 3TO
NPUATHO CBUAETENLCTBOBA/NO O TOM, UYTO POXAECTBEHCKMEe 06efbl Yyxe
nocTaBieHbl B Neuyb.

— Yem 3T0 Thl Ha HuX nokponun? — cnpocun CKpymx
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Oyxa. MoxeT, 3TO npugaeT Kakol-TO OCOBGEHHbIA apomaTt Ky-
WwaHbam?
[a, 0COGeHHbIN.

— A KO BCAKOMY 11 o0befy OH nopgoiget?

K Kaxgomy, KOTOpbliAi mofaH Ha CTOA OT YMCTOro cepaua,
n ocobeHHo — K ob6epny 6efHsKa.

— nMouemy Kk obeny 6efHAKa 0CO6EHHO?

— T1oTOMYy 4YTO TaM OH HY>XHell Bcero.

— Ayx, — ckaszan CKpyAX nocne MWHYTHOrO pasjyMmbs, —
OVBMOCb A TOMY, YTO MMEHHO Tbl, M3 BCEX CYLLECTB, ABAAKOLWUXCA K
HaM M3 pasHbIX MOTYCTOPOHHMUX cep, MUMEHHO Tbl, CBATOYHbIA [yX,
X0u4ellb BO 4YTO Obl TO HWU CTano nNomelwaTb 3TUM N0 AAM NpefaBaTbCs UX
HEBMHHbIM Y[0BONLCTBUAM.

— A7 — Bckpuyan Ayx.

— Tbl Xe Xouelb AUWWUTL UX BO3MOXHOCTU 06e4aTb KaxAbll

ceabMoli feHb Hefenn — a y MHOTMX 3TO eAMHCTBEHHbIN AeHb, KOrpga
MOXHO CKa3aTb, 4YTO OHU U BNpsmb obefalT. Pa3Be He Tak?

— # a3Toro xouy? — nostopun Ayx.

— Tbl Xe xa0no4elb, 4TO6bl MO BOCKPECEHbSAM 6bIN 3aKPbIThbl BCE
nekapHu, — ckasan CKpyax. — A 3T0 TO >XXe camoe.

— 4§ xnono4yy? — cHoBa BO3MyTuacs [yX.

— Hy, npoctun, ecnn 5 owunbes, HO 3TO feNaeTcs TBOUM WMEHEM
nnn, BO BCAKOM Ccfiyyae, OT MMeHW TBOeW poAHu, — ckaszan CKpynx.

— TyT, Ha Balleil rpewHoli 3emne, — ckasan [yx, — ecTb HeMa-

Nno naei, KoTopble Ku4yaTcs CBOe 61M30CTbI0 K HaMm U, NoByxaaemble
HeHaBUCTbH, 3aBMCTbH, THEBOM, FOp/AblHE, XaHXeCTBOM W cebantobu-
€M, TBOPAT CBOM AYypHble Aena, NPUKPbIBaACh HaWMM MMeHeM. Ho 3Tu nio-
[N CTO/b XKe YYX/Abl HaM, KakK ecin 6bl OHM HWUKOTAa W He poXAanuch Ha
cBeT. 3anNOMHM 3TO W BUHM B UX MOCTYNKax TOAbKO WX CamMMX, & He Hac.

CKpyax noobewan, 4To Tak OH U ByAeT mocTynaTtb BMApeAb, U OHMU,
no-npeXxHemy HeBUAWMble, MEPEHECNNCb Ha TFAYXYyH OKpauHy ropoja.
Hago ckasaTb, 4to [Ayx obnagan ogHUM YAUBWUTE/IbHbIM CBOWCTBOM, Ha
KoTopoe CKpymaX 06paTun BHMMaHWe, KOrja OHW elle HaxoAwuucb BO3-
Ne MeKapHW: HeB3Mpas Ha CBOM UCMOMUHCKUIA poCT, 3TOT lMpuspak 4ypes-
BblYaliHO Nerko npucnocabnueanca K a060My MecTy ¥ CTOAN NOA
camoli HW3KOI KPOBMEN CTONb XXe HEMPUHYXAEHHO, KakK ecnnm 6bl 3To
6blNn ropaenueble CBOAbI 3an1a, U HACKONLKO HE TepsSn Mpu 3TOM CBOErO
HE3eMHOro Bennyus.

M To nn gobpomy [yxy AOCTaBASNO YAOBONbLCTBUE MPOSABAATL 3Ty
CBOKO OCOBEHHOCTb, TO I OH CAenan 3To NoToMy, YTo 6bIN NO HaType Be-
NUKoAyWweH U fo6p n Xanen 6eAHAKOB, HO TOMbKO MPAMO K XUAWLWY
Kfepka — TOro camoro, 4yto pabotan y CKpyp)Xa B KOHTOpe, — Ha-
npaBuncs oH u noenek CKpymAXa, KPenko yuenuBlierocs 3a Kpab
ero MaHTuu, 3a coboii. Ha nopore goma boba Kpatumta [yXx ocTaHo-
BUNCS M C YNbIOKOW OKPOMW/ €ro Xunuuie M3 CBOEro CBeTunbHuMKa. lo-
AymanTe Tonbko! Xunuwe boba, KOTOPbIA U NOAy4Yan-to BCEro Kakux-
HMbyab nAaTHaguaTb «b60OMKOB», CUpeyvb LWMWAAWHIOB, B Hegenw! bo-
6a, KoTopblli No cy6b6oTam Knan B KapMaH BCEro-HaBCero nATHaguaTb
MaTepuanbHbIX BOM/OLWEHNA CBOEr0 XPUCTMAHCKOro mmeHu! U Tem He

40



MeHee CBATOYHbIA [yX y[ocToMn cBoero 61aroCnoBeHWS BCe ero 4e-
Thbipe KaMOpPKMW.

Tyt BcTana muccuc Kpatumt, cynpyra mucrtepa Kpstuuta, B fe-
LLIEeBOM, ABaXXAbl MepennuoBaHHOM, HO 3aTO LWeApPO OTAe/laHHOM /eHTa-
MU TyaneTe — BCEro Ha LIeCTb NMEHCOB /IeHThl, a Kakoi Bua! — u pac-
cTennna Ha CTo/Me CKaTepTb, B YeM eil okaszana nomouib bennHpga Kpat-
4YnT, ee BTOpad [0YKa, TOXE LiefpO OTAenaHHas feHTaMu, a HoHbIl
Mutep KpatumT norpysun Tem BpeMeHEM BUIKY B KacTplJ/Il0 C KapTo-
thenem, M KOrga KOHLbl TMFaHTCKOro BOPOTHMUYKA (3Ta IMYHasA COBCTBEH-
HocTb boba KpaTuuTa nepewna no caydvaw BeNMKOro npasgHuka BO
BNajeHne ero cblHa ¥ NPAMOro HacnegHWKa) none3nu oT pe3Koro fBu-
XeHna eMy B pOT, MOYyBCTBOBaNA Cebs TakMM (PpaHTOM, YTO 3aropencs
XefaHWeM HeMeA/eHHO LerofbHyTb CBOMM KpaxmanbHbiM OefibeM Ha
BE/IMKOCBETCKOM TyndHbe B napke. TyYT B KOMHaTy C BU3romMm BOpBasnCb
elwe gBoe KpaTuntoB — MnagwWunidi CbiH M MAagwas govyka — u, 3axne-
6biBascb OT BOCTOpPra, OMNOBECTW/IW, YTO BO3/e MEeKapHU MaxHeT >Kape-
HbIM TYCeEM, M OHM cpa3y No 3anaxy y4yys/iu, 4TO 3TO >KApUTCH UX TYyCb.
W 3avyapoBaHHble OCNENUTENbHbLIM BUAEHWEM Tycs, HadaplpoBaHHOIO
NYKOM W Wandgeem, OHU NPUHANUCL NNACaTb BOKPYr CTONA, NPEBO3HOCH
L0 Hebec toHOro Muta KpaTumMTa, KOTOPbIA TeM BPEMEHEM TaK Yycepf-
HO pa3gyBan OroHb B oyare (OH HUYYTb HE BO3OMHMWA 0 cebe NINWHErO,
HEeCMOTPA Ha BeAMKOMenue efBa He 3afyLIMBLIEr0 ero BOPOTHUYKA),
4YTO KapTogeNuHbl B fIeHMBO OynbKaBLlel KacTpioae cTanu BApYyr noj-
npbirMBaTb U CTy4YaTbCA WM3HYTPU O KpPbIWKY, Tpebys, 4Tobbl MX NO-
CKOpee BbINYCTUAM Ha BOMNKO W COAPANM C HUX LUKYPKY.

— Kyga aTo 3anponacTtuics Baw 6GecLeHHbIi naneHbka? — BO-
npocuna muccuc Kpatuut. — W saw 6patey, MantoTka Tum! Oa n Map-
Te yXe nofyaca Kak Hafo 6bl NpuiATM. B mpolwiioe poXAecTBO OHa He
3anasfblBana Tak.

— MapTa 34ecb, MaMeHbka, — MpPOM3Hecna MOJSioAas [AeByLIKa,
nosiBNASACL B [ABEPSX.
— MapTa 3/€ecb, MamMeHbka! — 3aKkpuyanu mMnagwve Kpatumtbl.—

Ypa! A kakoin y Hac b6ypget rycb, Maprta!

— Tocnoab ¢ TO6OR, Aywa Mos, rae aTo Tbl HblHYe 3anponanal—
npuBeTCcTBOBANa JOYKY Muccuc KpaTumT u, pacuenosas ee B 06e Leku,
XN0NOTANBO NMOMOrna el 0CBOGOAMTHLCS OT Kamopa v Lanu.

— Buepa gonosgHa cugenu, MmameHbka, Hafo 6bI10 3aKOHYNTbL BCHO
paboTy, — OTBeuyana AeBylKa. — A CerogHs Bce yTpo npubupanuces.

— JlagHo! CnaBa 60ry, 4To npuwna HakoHey! — ckasafa MUCCUC
Kpatumt. — Cagucb nobnmxe K OrHK, AyuweHbka Mos, oborpeiics.

— Hert, Het! lManeHbKa naet! — 3anuwann mnagwune KpaTyutel,
KOTOpble YMYApPAAMUCb MoOCMeBaTb pewnTensHo Bcoogy. — Cnpaubcs,
MapTa! Cnpsaubca!

MapTa, pasymeercd, cnpaTanacb, a B LBEpAX MOABU/ICA caM OTel,
cemMeicTBa — LWYNAbIA 4YenoBeyeK B MOHOWEHHOM KOCTHOMe, MOfA-
WTOMAaHHOM W BbIYMULLEHHOM CO06pa3HO cnydyak, B Tenaom wapde, cBU-
caBleM crnepean yTa Ha Tpu, He cymTad 6Gaxpombl, U ¢ MantoTKoW
TuMoM Ha nneye. befHsxka TuUM gepxan B pyKe ManeHbKU KOCTbib,
a HOrM y Hero 6bIiM B MeTanIMYeCcKMX LWKNHAX.
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A rge xe Hawa MapTta? — Bckpuyan 606 KpaTuuT, o3mpasicb
HO CTOpOHaM.

— OHa He npugetr, — o6bABMNA Muccnuc Kpatuut.

— He npunger? — nostopun Bbo6 KpatumT ynasBWKUM r0A0COM.
A OH-TO MYancs M3 LEepKBW, KaK KPOBHbIA CKakyH ¢ MantoTkoh Tu-
MOM B cefJjie, v npuwen JoMoi ranonom! — He npugeT K Ham Ha NepBsbIil

LeHb poxpecTBa?

KoHe4HOo, 3TO 6blna TONbKO LWYTKa, HO OFOPYEHHbI BuAg oTua
Tak pacTporan MapTy, 4YTO OHa, He BbIAepXaB XxapakTepa, BbICKO-
ymna ,1M3-3a ABEpPU KNafoBOW M 6pocunacb OTLY Ha LWew, a Maaglue
KpatuuTbl 3aBnagenn ManoTkoii TUMOM M MOTAWLMAN €r0 Ha KyXH —
nocnywartb, Kak 6ypnuT BoAa B KOTNe, B KOTOPOM BapuUTCA 3aBEpHYThIN
B cangeTKy MyAWHT.

— A kak Ben cebs Haw MantwTka Tum? — o0CBefoOMMUach
mMuccuc KpatyuuT, B4OBO/b NOCMEABLUUCH HAJ AOBEPUMBOCTLIO MYXa, B TO
BpeMs KakK TOT pajoCTHO paclienoBajncs C AOYKOW.

— OT0 He pebeHOK, a yucTtoe 301070, — oTBevan bo6. — Yucroe
30/10T0. OH, NOHMMAaEeLWb /K, TaK 4YacTo OCTaeTCcAa OA4WH W BCe CUAUT ce-
6e 1 pas3gymbiBaeT, U 40 TAKOr0 MHOW pa3 JOAyMaeTcs — MpOCTO AUBY
fJaelwbca. Bosspaliaemcs Mbl C HUM LOMOR, a OH BAPYF U rOBOPUT MHE:
XOpowo, feckaTb, YTO €ro BUAENU B LEepkBU. Befb OH Kaneka, U BEPHO,
NOASM NPUATHO, TNAASA HA HEro, BCMOMHWUTbL B NEPBbI LeHb POXAecT-
Ba, KTO 3aCTaBW/l XPOMbIX XOA4WUTb W CNENbIX cAenan 3paynMu.

Fonoc boba 3ameTHO ApOrHyn, Korga OH 3aroBOpua O CBOEM Ma-
NeHbKOM CbIHOYKe, a Korga OH npubaBui, 4To TUM AeHb OTO AHA CTa-
HOBWTCS BCe Kpenye W 340pOBee, rofoCc y Hero 3agpoxan ewe cuibHee.

Bo6 He ycnen 60onblie HUYero ckasaTb — pasfancs CTYK MaseHbKo-
ro NPOBOPHOr0 KOCTbINA, U MantoTka TuM, B COMPOBOXAeHUMM 6paTua
M cecTpuubl, BO3BpPaTU/ICSA K CBOel ckameeuke y orHa. bo6, nogsepHyB
o6bwnara (6begHsara, BepHO, AyMas, YTO UM €LLe MOXET 4YTO-HUOYAb No-
BpeaMTb!), Hanun BoAbl B KYBLUMH, f06aBUN TyAa AXWHA W HECKOJbKO
NOMTUKOB NMMOHa W MPUHANCA BCe 3TO CTapaTefbHO pas3banTbiBaTb,
a NOTOM NOCTaBWA rpeTbCs Ha MeAfIeHHOM OrHe. TeM BpPeMEHEM OHbIN
Mutep n ABoe Be3jecylmx MAagwmx KpaTyutoB OTMpaBMAUCH 3a ry-
CEM, C KOTOpPbIM BCKOpe W BO3BPaTUANCb B TOPXECTBEHHON mnpouec-
cuu.

MosiBNeHMe rycs Npou3BeNno HeBoobpasMMyt cymaToxy. MOXHO
6b1N10 NogyMaTthb, YTO 3Ta AOMAaLWIHAN NTULA — Takoi peHOMeH, No cpas-
HEHVNIO C KOTOpPbIM YepHbliA nebefdb — caMoe 3aypsifHOe SB/EHMUE.
A BMNpoYyeM, B 3TOM 6e4HOM XWaulie rycb U BNpsMb Obll AUKOBUHKOIA.
Muccuc KpaTumT nogorpena noanveBky (NPUroTOBAEHHYHO 3apaHee B
MafneHbKON KacTptonbkKe), MoKa oHa He 3awwunena. KOHbIA Mutep ¢ He-
YenloBeYeCcKol 3Hepruein NpUHANCA pasMuHaTb Kaptodenb. Mucc benuH-
fJa gob6aBuna caxapy B A6/104HbIi coyc. MapTa o6Tepna ropsune Tapen-
Kn. bob ycagnn MantioTky Tuma B yronke psagom c coboin, a Kpatum-
Tbl MAaflue paccTaBunM ANS BCeX CTY/bfA, He 3abblB Mpu 3TOM U ceb,
M 3aCTbl/IM Yy CTONA Ha CTOPOXEBbIX MOCTax, 3akKynopue cebe nNoxka-
MW pTbl, fabbl He NONPOCUTb KYCOYEK rycs, npexpae 4eMm LO HUX JolgeT
Yyepegs.
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Ho BOT cToN HakpbIT. Mpounu mMoAuTBYy. HacTynaeT TOMWUTeNbHas
naysa. Bce 3atamnu pgbixaHue, a muccuc KpaTyuuT, OKMHYB MCAbITYHO-
UM B3rNA40M N1€3BME HOXaA A8 XXapKoro, NpUroToBMAacb BOH3UTb €ro
B rpyfb NTuUbl. KOrga e HOX BOH3U/CA, U 6PbI3HYN COK, N AONTOXAAH-
HbIli hapll OTKPbICSA B30pY, €4MHOAYLIHbIA B3L40X BOCTOpra npoHeccs
Hag cTofioM, M paxe ManwTka TuM, MNOACTPEKAEMblA MAagLWuMu
KpaTuutamu, noctyyan no CTONYy PYKOATKOR HOXa M cnabo MUCKHYN:

— Ypal

HeT, He 6biBano ewe Ha cBeTe Takoro rycs! bob pewnTenbHO 3a-
ABUA, YTO HUKOTAA He NOBepuUT, YTObbI rAe-HUBYAb MOF CbiCcKaTbCs APY-
roi Takoil 3ameuaTefbHblii (apwmnpoBaHHbIA Trych! Bce Hanepeboit
BOCTOPrasncb ero COYHOCTHLIO M apOMaToM, a TakXXe Be/IMYMHOW U felle-
BM3HON. C gONOnHeHMeM A6M104YHOro coyca M KapTogenbHOro ntope ero
BMOJIHE XBaTU/IO0 HA YXXWH 415 BCeil cembu. [la, B camOM fefie, OHU Aaxke
HE CMOFAM ero MPUKOHYUTb, KaK BOCXWLLIEHHO 3aMeTuaa MMUCCUC
KpaTuuT, 06Hapy>XuB yLieneBlWYy Ha 6/10fe MUKPOCKOMUYECKYH KOC-
Touky. OfHaKo Kaxfblli 6bi1 cbiT, a Mnagwue Kp3TyuTbl He TO/bKO
Haenucb 00 OTBana, HO MepeMasanucb SIYKOBOW HA4YMHKOW NO camble
6poBu. Ho BoT mMuccuc benuHpa cmeHwuna Tapenku, u muccmuc Kpat-
YWT B MNOSIHOM OAMHOYECTBE NOKUHYNA KOMHaTy, Aabbl BbIHYTb MYyAUHT
n3 Kotna. OHa Tak BO/HOBanachb, YTO MoOXefnana caenatb 370 6€3 CBU-
feTenei.

A Hy Kak nyguHr He powen! A Hy KaK OH pa3BajuTCs, KOrga ero
6yayT BblKnagbiBaTb U3 opmbl! A Hy KakK ero cTauiMnau, noka OHW TyT
Becenuance K ynnetanm ryca! Kakoi-HMOGyfAb 3M0YMbIWIEHHUK MOT
BeAb nepenesTb 4epe3 3abop, 3abpaTtbcsa BO ABOP M NOXWUTUTL My-
OVHT C 4epHoro xopa! Takume nNpefnoNOXeHWs 3acTaBUAW MAagLInX
KpaTunToB nomepTBeTh OT cTpaxa. C/I0BOM, KaKue TO/IbKO YXacbl He Mo-
nesnu TyT B ronosy!

BHumaHue! B komHaty nosanun nap! 3T0 NYAWHT BbIHYAM M3 KOT-
na. 3anaxfio, Kak BO Bpems CTMpKM! 3ToO — OT MOKpoOW candeTku. Te-
nepb MaxHeT Kak BO3ne TpakTupa, Korga psigoM KOHAMTepcKas, a B CO-
cefHeM AoMe XuBeT npayka! Hy, KOHEYHO, — HecyT myguHr!

N BoT nosAsngetca muccuc KpatumT — packpacHesluascs, 3ambl-
XaBlWasnca, HO C ropaenuBoii ynbl6KOlW Ha Auue M c NYAWHIOM Ha
6ntoge, — TakMM HeoOblYaiHO TBEPAbIM UM KPEnKMM, 4TO OH 6onee BCcero
MoX0X Ha psboe nyweyHoe A4p0. MyAMHT 0XBayeH CO BCeX CTOPOH Mna-
MEHEM OT FOpsLLero pomMa W yKpalleH pOoXAeCTBEHCKON BETKOW OCTpo-
nncTa, BOTKHYTON B CaMylo ero BepXyLlKy.

O auBHbIN NyanHr! Bo6 KpaTumT 3asBuMA, 4TO 32 BCe BpeMsi ux 6paka
muccuc KpaTuuT ewle HU pasy HW B YeM He YAaBanocCb JOCTUIHYTb TaKo-
ro COBEepLIeHCTBa, a Muccuc KpaTuuT 3adBMAa, 4TO Tenepb y Hee Ha
cepAle MoJsieryaso u oHa MOXeT MPU3HaTbCA, KaK rpbi3no ee 6eCnoKoii-
CTBO — XBAaTWUT I MYKWU. Y KaXAoro 6bII0 YTO CKa3aTb BO CnaBy My-
AVHra, HO HUKOMY W B TOIOBY HE MPULLO He TONIbKO CKas3aTb, HO XOTH
6bl MOAYMaTb, YTO 3TO Obl1 OYEHb ManeHbKWUA NYAUHT 418 Takoro 60nb-
woro cemeictsa. AT0 6bIN0 6bl MPOCTO KOWYHCTBOM. [la KaXAblid u3
KpeTtuntoB cropen 6bl CO CTbiga, ecnu Obl N03BOAMA cebe MOAOCOGHLIN
HaMek.
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Ho BoT ¢ 06e40M MOKOH4YEHO, cKaTepTb yb6panu co cToNa, B Kamu-
m noAMenun, pasoXrnu OoroHb. lonpo6oBann cofepXMMoe KyBLUIMHA
M NPU3HaNM ero npesocxofHbIM. Ha cTone nofBuauch A6M0KM U anenb-
CUHbI, & Ha YrAu BbiCbiNanu MOMHbIA COBOK KallTaHOB. 3aTem BCe ce-
MeNCTBO cobpanocb y KaMmesnbKa «B KPYXOK», KaK Bblpasuncsa bob
KpaTuuT, nmes B BMAY, AO/MKHO 6biTh, NOAYKPYr. Mo npasyto pyky boba
BbICTpOUIACh B PAf BCA KONNEKUMA (haMWUIbHOTO XpycTana: ABa cTakaHa
M KPYXKa C OTOUTON PYyuKoOi.

3Tn cocypbl, BMPOYEM, MOIM BMeELWLATb B CeOA ropayylo Xup-
KOCTb HUYYTb He XYyXe Kakux-Hubypab 3010TbiX Ky6KOB, M korga bo6
HaMoOAHAN MX W3 KYBLUIWMHA, NMLO €ro CMAN0, a KalTaHbl Ha OrHe wwune-
AW W nonanucb C BecenblM Tpeckom. 3aTem Bo6 npososrnacun:

— Becenbix cBATOK, Apy3bs mou! W ga 6narocnoBUT Hac BCex
rocnogp!

N BCce xopom NOBTOPWAWM €ro cfo.a.

— [a oceHWT Hac rocnofb CBO€H MWNOCTbIO! — MPOMONBUN K
MantoTka Tum, Korga Bce YMONKN.

OH cupen Ha CBOeil ManeHbKOW CKaMeeuke, TeCHO MNpPuXKaBLIWCH
K oTuy. Bob n060BHO AepXxan B pyKe ero XyAeHbKYl PY4YOHKY, CNOB-
HO 604/CA, YTO KTO-TO MOXET OTHSTb Yy HEro CbIHWULIKY, U XOTen BCe
BpeMs 4yBCTBOBaTb ero B03je cebs.

— JAyx, — cka3an CKpyfAx, OXBaYeHHbI COYYBCTBMEM, KOTOPOr0
HUKOTfa npexpe He ucnblTbiBaN. — CKaxu MHe, ManoTka Tum 6yger
XUTb?

— 4 BWXY NYCTYl0 CKameeuyKy BO3/ie 3TOr0 HWLIEro ovara, —
oTBeyan Ayx. — W KocTbinb, ocTaBwmniica 6e3 X039MHa, HO XpPaHUMbIi
c nto6oBbl0. Ecnn byfyliee He BHeceT B 3TO U3MEHEHU, peBeHOK yMpeT.

— Hert, Het! — BcKkpuyan Ckpymx. — O Het! [ob6pbiit Ayx, cKa-
XMW, 4To cypbba nowaaunT erol

— Ecnun bypgyuwee He BHeCeT B 370 W3MEHEHUN, — MNOBTOPUN
Ayx, — onTA He JOXUBET [0 chnegylowmux cBaTok. Ho uTto 3a 6epa?

Ecnn emy cyXfeHo ymepeTb, nyckail cebe ymupaeT M TeM COKpaTuT
n3nuwek HaceneHusa!l

YcnbixaB, Kak [lyX MOBTOpPAET ero co6CTBeHHble cnoBa, CKpymaX
MoBecua ronoBy, Tep3aeMblil packasHMEM U Medyanbto.

— UYenosek! — ckaszan Ayx. — Ecnu B rpyam y Te6s cepgue, a He
KaMeHb, OCTeperucb MOBTOPATb 3TW 3/ble W MNOLW/ble CNOBa, NokKa Tebe
euwie He fgaHo ysHaTb, UTO ecTb um3nunwek n FOQE oH ecTb. Tebe nun
pewaTtb, KTO M3 il0AeN OOMKEH XUTb U KTO — yMepeTb? BbiTb MOXeT,
Tbl CaMm B rfnasax HebecHOro cyamm Kyga MeHee JOCTOMH XWU3HUW, HEXenun
MUNNNOHbI Taknx, Kak pebeHoK aTtoro 6epHaka. O 6oxe! Kakada-1o 6y-
Kallka, NPUCTPOUBLUNCL Ha ObINMHKE, BBIHOCUT NMPUroBOpP CBOUM r0M04-
HbIM co6paTbaM 3a TO, YTO WX TaK MHOr0 pPacniofunoCh M KONOWMTCA
B nbinn!

CKpyZL)X COrHy/CH MNOA TAXECTb 3TUX YKOPOB W NMOTYNWUACH, Tpe-
newa. Ho TyT >Ke NoOCnewHo BCKWUHYN rnasa, YC/blXaB CBOE UMA.

— 3a 3gopoBbe muctepa Ckpygxa! — ckasan bob. — ¢ npegna-
rato TocT 3a muctepa CKkpygaxa, 63 KoToporo He cnpaBuTb Gbl HaM 3TO-
ro npasgHuka.
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— CkKaxelWb TOXe — He cnpaeuTb! — BCKpuyana muccuc Kpatumr,

BCMbIXHYB. — >Kanb, 4YT0 ero 34ecb HeT. {1 6bl Takoi TOCT npeano-
Xuna 3a ero 340pOBbe, 4TO, MOXanyi, eMy He M0340pOBMAOCH Obl!

— Mos poporas! — ykopun ee bo6. — [Mpu pgetax! B Takoi
[eHb!

— Jla y>X BOWCTVHY TO/MbKO pajun 3TOr0 BEIMKOFO AHS MOXHO NMUTb
3a 3[0pOBbe TAaKOr0 rajgkoro, 6ecuUyBCTBEHHOr0, >XafHOro cKapefbl,

Kak muctep CkKpyax, — 3adsunia muccuc Kpatumt. — W Tbl cam
3T0 3Haewb, PobepT! HWKTO He 3HaeT ero nydwe, 4em Tbl, b6egHsral

— Mos poporas, — KpoTKO oTBe4an bo6. — CerogHa pox-
[lecTBo.

— TakK 1 6bITb, BbIMbIK 3a €ro 340pOBbe pagn Tebs M pagu npasf-
HWKa, — cKaszana muccuc Kpatumt. — Ho TonbKO He pagw Hero. IMycTb
cebe XuBeT M 34paBcTBYyeT. [1oXKenaem emy BeCeNbiX CBATOK W CyacT-
nueoro Hosoro roga. To-To OH 6yAeT Becen W cyacTiMe, Mory cebe
npeacrasmTh!

Bcnepn 3a maTepbio BbINWMAW W AETU, HO BMepBble 3a BECb BEUYEP OHWU
nUAK He OT BCero cepfua. ManwTka TuUM BbINWA NOCAELHUM — eMmy TO-
Xe 6bl1 Kak-TO He Mo fgyuwe 3TOT ToCT. MwucTtep CKpygX Obla 31bIM
reHVeMm 3TON CeMbW. YMOMWUHAHME O HEM YepHOIi TEHbIO IErN0 Ha npasg-
HUYHOe cbopuuie, N AO6PLIX NATb MWHYT HUYTO HE MO0 MPOrHaTb 3Ty
MpayYyHy TeHb.

Ho Korga oHa pasBesfnacb, MM CTano elle Becenee, YeM Mpexne,
OT OfHOr0 CO3HaHMuA, 4To co CKpyaxem-CKBanblXXHWKOM Ha Ceil pas
NoKoH4YeHO. Bo6 pacckasan, Kakoe OH npucmoTpen ansa MNutepa mec-
TEYKO, — €CNMN AeN0 BbITOPUT, Y HUX MPUBABUTCS LENbIX NATb WUANNH-
roB LWeCTb NEHCOB B Hedento. KpaTuuTbl mnajlive noMupann co CMexy
nNpu OA4HON MbICAK, 4YTO MX [MNTep CTaHeT A4EN0BbIM Ye/IOBEKOM, a CaMm
OHbIA TnTep 3afyM4yMBO YCTaBMACA Ha OrOHb, YCTPEMWUB B3rNsfg B Y3-
KYI0 WeNb MeXAy KOHLaMW BOPOTHMYKA W CMOBHO MPUKWAbIBas, Kyga
npeanoyTUTeNbHee OyAeT MOMECTWTb KanuTan, Korga K Hemy HauyHyT
nocTynatb Takue HecMeTHble Aoxoabl. TyT MapTa, KoTopas 6blna oT-
faHa B 00y4yeHMe WAAMHOM MacTepuue, MPUHANAcb paccKasbliBaTb, Ka-
Kyl0 el NpuxoauTCs BbIMOAHATL paboTy M MO CKOJbKY 4acoB TPYAUTbLCA
6e3 nepeablWKKM, U KaK OHa pafa, YTo 3aBTpa MOXHO MOAOMbLUE MOBa-
NATbLCA B MOCTENM M XOPOLIEHbKO BbicNaTbCs, 6naro npasgHuUK U ee
OTNYCTUNWN Ha BeCb AeHb, U KaK HaMefHW OHa BuAena ogHy rpaduHio u
OAHOr0 fnopga, U noppA 6biN «3TakKMil HEBLICOKMIA, HY COBCEM KaK Hall
Mutep». Mpu atux cnosax MuTep NOATAHYN CBON BOPOTHWYOK TaK Bbl-
COKO, YTO, €Cnu 6bl Bbl MPXM 3TOM MNPUCYTCTBOBAaAW, Bam, MOXanyn, He
yAanocb 6bl yCTaHOBUTb, €CTb 1IN Y Hero Boo6uie ronoesa. A Tem Bpeme-
HeM KallTaHbl U KYBLUMH Y)Xe He pa3 060wWaM BCEX BKPYroByl, U BOT
MantoTka TUM TOHEHbKUM Xano6HbIM FONOCKOM 3aTSHYN MECEeHKY O
MafieHbKOM Ma/byuKe, 3a6nyauBlIeMcs B OypaH, W crnen ee, MoBepbTe,
NPeBOCX0AHO.

KoHeuHo, BCe 3TO 6bI0 A0BOMLHO Y6Oro 1 3aypsiiHO, HUKTO B 3TOM
CemMeiicTBE He OT/AMYaNcs KpacoTol, HUKTO He MOr MOXBanuUTbCA XOPO-
WMM KOCTHOMOM, — Hac4eT 0feXAabl y HUX Boob6LWe 6bin0 Heborato, —
f6alWMaKy y BCeX MPOCWMNM Kalu, a HHbIA MuTep, cyas No HEKOTOPbIM
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NpuU3HaKaMm, y>Ke He pa3 UMen cnydvad NO3HaKOMWUTbLCS C CCYAHOW Kac-
coii. VI Tem He MeHee BCe 34eCb GbIIM CHACTNBLI, AOBOMbHbI APYT ApPY-
rom, pagbl nNpasfHuKY u 6narofapHbl cyabbe, a Korga OHU cTanu ucuye-
3aTb, PacTBOPSAACb B BO3fyXe, AMLa UX KaK-TO OCOBEHHO 3aCBETUAUCH,
n6o [yX OKpONMA MX Ha NpolaHbe MacfioM W3 CBOero gakena, u
CKpyZ>X He MOr oTopBaTb OT HWUX rnas, a B 0C06eHHOCTM — OT MantoTku
Trma.

TeM BpeMEHeM YXe CTeMHefo, U NoBanWn A0BOJSILHO TFYCTOW CHer,
n Korga CKpyZXX B CONPOBOXAeHWU [lyxa CHOBa OYYTW/ICA Ha ynule,
B K&XX0M [JOMe BO BCeX KOMHaTax, OT KyXOHb [0 TOCTUHbIX, YXe XapKo
nbinann KamMWUHbl M B OKHax 3aMaH4MBO MepLano WX Becefioe naams.
34ecb gpoxaiwme oT6/IeCKM OrHA Ha CTek/ie roBOPUAW O NPUTOTOBAE-
HUAX K YIOTHOMY ceMeliHOMY 06efly: y ouyara rpenncb Tapenku, U 4bsa-To
pyKa yXe nogHsanacb, 4tobbl 3agepHyTb 60pAOBble NOPTbEPbl WU OTro-
poaMTbCA OT X0/04a M Mpaka. Tam pebsTUWKU Typb60oi BbiCbiManu wu3
JOMY NpPSMO Ha CHer HaBCTpeyy CBOUM TeTKaM W AA4AM, Ky3eHam u
KY3MHaM, 3aMyXHUM cecTpam U XeHaTblM 6paTbaM, 4TOOblI MepBbIMU KX
NPWBETCTBOBATb. A BOT Ha CMYLEHHbIX LWITOPaX MefbKalT TEHW rocTei.
A BOT KyuyKa KpacuBbiX AeBYLIEK B TENbIX Kanopax W MexO0BbIX 6all-
Maykax, uebeya 6e3 ymonky, rnepeberaet uyepes Jopory K cocefam, u
rope 04MHOKOMY XONOCTSKY (04yapoBaTefbHbIM MAYTOBKaM 3TO U3BECT-
HO He XYXe Hac), KOTOpbliAi yBMAUT WX paspyMsHUBLLIMECS OT MOpO3a
eykn!

MpaBo, rNAAs Ha BCeX 3TUX Nt0Aeil, HaNpaBNABLIUXCA Ha LpYXe-
ckue cbopuiia, MOXHO 6bII0 NOAYyMaTb, YTO pelwnTeNbHO Bce cobpa-
NNCb B FTOCTU U HWM B OLHOM [OMe He OCTanocCb X035eB, YTOOblI rocrel
NPUHATL. HOo 3TO 6bIN0 He Tak. FocTeli NOAXMAANW B KaXAOM AOMeE K
TO W Aeno nogbpacbiBanu yrns B KamuH.

M kak Xe nukosan Ayx! Kak pagocTHO ycTpemMasnca OH Bnepef,
06HaXVB CBOK LUMPOYEHHYIO Tpyfb, PacKUHYB 60MblUME NaJ0HWN U Wed-
poli pyKoi pa3nuBas BOKPYr 6eCXUMTPOCTHOE U 3aXuratesbHoe Becesbe.
LJaxe hoHaplwmk, 6exasBwnini N0 cympayHoi ynuue, ocTaBnasa 3a coboi
LpOXallyl Lenovyky OrHeid, u npuogeslimniica, 4tobbl NOTOM oOTMpa-
BUTbLCA B FOCTU, TPOMKO paccMmedsncs, Korga Ayx npoHeccs MUMO, XOTHA
efBa M MOro NpuiAiTH GefHAre B rofoBy, YTO KTO-HUOYAb, Kpome ero
COO6CTBEHHOr0 Mpas3fHUYHOro HACTPOEHWS, COCTaBNAeT eMy B 3Ty Mu-
HYTY KOMMaHUto.

M Bopyr — a [Ayx XoTb 6bl CnoBoM 06 3TOM npegynpegun —
CKpyL>K YyBUAEN, UTO OHW CTOAT CPeAmn MYCTbIHHOTO WU MPayvyHOro Topda-
Horo 6onota. OrpomMHble, pasbpocaHHble B 6eCnopsifiKe KaMeHHble [/bl-
6bl npupgaBanu 60n0Ty BUA Knajbuilia KakuUx-To ruraHtoB. OTOBCHOAY
couymnacb Bofa — BepHee, Morna 6bl COUYUTLCH, €CNN Obl ee He CKOBas
KPYrom, HackonbKo XBaTtan rnas, MoOpo3, — W He pOC/i0 HWUYero, Kpome
MXa, ApOKa M KOoMKuYeld COpHON TpaBbl. Ha 3amage, Ha ropusoHTe, 3aKa-
TUBLUEECH CO/IHLE OCTaBUIO 6arpoBO-KpPacHy nonocy, Kotopas, CN0BHO
Yeil-TO YrploMbIii rna3, B3Wpana Ha 3TO 3anyCTeHbe U, CTAHOBSCb BCe
yXe W yxe, NOMepKna, HakoHel, CAMBLIMCbL C CyMpakom 6ecnpocBeT-
HOM Houw.

— lge mbl? — cnpocun CKpyax.
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‘Tam, rge >XMBYT PYAOKOMNbl, KOTOPble TPYAATCA B Hejgpax 3eMm-
, otBeyan Ayx. — Ho u OHM He uyxpawTca MeHda. Cmotpu!

B OKOHLe Kakol-To Xubapku 67eCHYN OrOHEeK, U OHW MOCMELHO
npuéan3nAnchL K Heil, Npolifa CKBO3b FMMHOBUTHYIO orpagy. Mix rnasam
npeAcTana Becefas KoOMMaHusa, cobpasBlwafcs y nNblaalowWwero ouvara.
TaMm cujenn ctapble-npectapble CTapuK M CTapyxa CO CBOMMMU AETbMW,
BHYKaMW W faxe npaBHyKamu. Bce OHW 6biinv ofgeTbl HapagHoO — Mo-
npasgHuyHomy. CTapuk cnabbiM, ApoXKalMM roaocom, ToO U Aeno 3a-
rnylwaemblM MopbiBaMW BeTpa, MPOHOCUBLUErOCA C 3aBblBaHbeM Haj
MYCTbIHHbIM 60/I0TOM, Mefl POXAECTBEHCKYIO MECHb, 3HAKOMYI0 emy
elle ¢ AeTcTBa, a BCe MOAXBaTbiBaAM XOpOM npuneB. W Bcsakuii pas,
KOorfa BOKPYr cTapMka HauyuHanu 3BydaTb rofoca, OH Becefesl, 0XWUB-
MACA W ronoc ero Kpen, a Kak TO/MbKO rojoca CTMxanu, U ero rosoc
cnaben u 3amupan.

[dyx He 3amewkanca y 3TOW XWXKWHbI, HO, MpukasaB CKpyaxy
noKpenye yxBaTUTbCA 3a ero MaHTWIO, NofeTen fanblue Haj 6010TOM...
Kyaa? HeyxTto k mopto? [a, kK mopto. OrnaHyswunce Hasag, CKpyLx,
K CBOEMY Yy>acy, YBMAEN FPO3HYI rpsagy ckan — OCTaBLIMIiCcA no3agu
6eper. Ero oraywwun rpoxoT BOAH. [eHAcb, ApP06ACb, HEWCTOBCTBYA,
OHW C PeBOM BpbIBAIUCb B YEpHble, UMW Xe BbIAONOGAEHHbIE MeLlephl,
CMOBHO B APOCTW CBOEN CTPEMWUIWCHL Pa3gpobuTb 3emnt0.

B HeckonbKMx Munax oT 6epera, Ha YrplomMom, 3aTepsHHOM B MO-
pe yTece, 0 KOTOpbIA AeHb 3a AHEM U rof 3a rogom pasbusancsa csupe-
Nblii NpU6OW, CTOAN OAMHOKWIA Mask. OrpoMHble rpyAbl MOPCKMX BOAO-
pocneii 06nennMnn ero NOAHOXbe, a 6YpeBeCcTHUKN (He NOpPOXAEHMUE NN
OHW BeTpa, Kak BOAOPOCAN — MOPOXAEHUE MOPCKUX TNYOUH?) KPYXMK-
NN Hapj HUM, B3NneTas u nagas, Nnofo6HO BOMHAM, KOTOPble OHW 3ajeBa-
NN KPbIOM.

Ho paxke 3necb fBOe Nt0AeN, CTOPOXUBLIMX Masik, Pa3oXr/iM OroHb
B 0Uare, U CKBO3b Y3K0O€ OKHO B KAMEHHOI To/Le CTeHbl nnamsa 6pocano
ApKuUii nyy ceeta Ha 6ypHoe Mope. IMpPOTAHYB MO30/UCTbIE PYKWU Hag
rpy6bbIiM CTONOM, 3a KOTOPbIM OHW CUAENU, CTOPOXKA OOMEHSNNCHL PYKO-
noxaTtuem, 3aTeM MNOAHANU TAXEeNble KPYXKWU C FPOromM U noxenanu
APYr Apyry Becenoro npasfHuka, a cTaplwwuii, ybe nuuo, nogobHO Ae-
PEBSHHOI CKYNbMTYype Ha HOCy CTaporo dperata, HOCUIO Clefbl XecTo-
KON 60pbObl CO CTUXMeN, 3aTAHYN 60A4pPYH0 MECcHHO, 3BYYaBLUYH KaK peB
MOPCKOro npu6os.

M BOT yxe [lyx ycTpemuncs Brnepes, Haj YepHblM OyLWyOWUM MO-
peMm. Bce Bnepes v Brnepes, noka — BAanu OT BCex Geperos, Kak cam OH
nosegan CKpyaxy, — He ONyCcTU/ACSA BMeCTe C HAM Ha nanyby kopabns.
OHU nepexoaunu OT OAHOW TEeMHOW M CyMpayvyHOl Urypbl K gpyroin, ot
KOpMYero y wTypBasa — K [O30PHOMY Ha HOCY, OT A030pHOI0 — K
MaTpocam, CTOSIBLUMM Ha BaxTe, M KaxAblli U3 3TuX nogei nmbo Hane-
Bal TUXOHbKO POXAECTBEHCKYK MeCHb, NM60 fyMan O HacTymnuBLUKUX
CBATKaxX, Nn6o BnonAronoca fAenuncs ¢ ToBapulwem BOCMNOMUHaHUAMM
0 TOM, KaK OH npa3fHOBan CBATKW KOrga-Tto, W Bblpaxan Hafgexay cne-
OYHOLWMNA NpasgHUK MPOBECTU B KPYry ceMbMu. U KaXAablil, KTO 6bln Ha
Kopabne, — cnawmin nam 60ApcTBYOWMNIA, A06PLIA NAWM 310/, — Halen
B 3TOT [leHb caMble TeMn/ble c/ioBa AN TeX, KTO Obla BO3/e, U BCMOMHU
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Tex, KTO M BAanu 6bin eMy JOpOr, U MopafoBancs, 3Has, YTO UM TOXe
0TpajHO BCMOMMHATh O HeM. CMOBOM, TaK WAM WHaye, HO KaXAbld OT-
MeTWn B Ayllie 3TOT BE/UKWIA [eHb.

N kakoBO e 6blno yamsneHue CKpypKa, Korga, npucnylimBasch
K 3aBblBaHWI0 BeTpa U pasMmbllINNAA Haj CypoBOi CyabbOW 3aTux nwogen,
KOTOpble HecnuMcb BMepej BO Mpake, CKOMb3A Haj 6e3foHHOW npo-
MacTblo, CTO/Mb XX€ HEeW3BEAAHHON N TaWHCTBEHHOW, Kak cama CmepTb, —
KaKoBO e OblI0 ero yAuBNeHWe, KOrga, MOFPYXeHHbI B 3TU AYyMbI,
OH yCnblWan BAPYr Becenblil, 3apasuTenbHblii cmex. Ho TyT ero xpana
ele 60/nbWwas HeEOXWUAAHHOCTb, M60 OH y3Han CMeX CBOEro njemMsH-
HUKa W OOHapy>Xwua, 4YTO HaxofuTCs B CBET/OW, MPOCTOPHOW, XOpo-
IO HaTOM/IEHHOW KOMHaTe, a [yX CTOMUT PAAOM MW C NacKoBOW Ynblb-
KO CMOTPWUT He Ha KOro Apyroro, Kak BCe Ha TOro e MaeMsH-
Huka!

— Xa-xa-xa! — 3anuBancsa nnemMaHHuUK Ckpypxa. — Xa-xa-xal

Ecnn Bam, umTaTenb, N0 KakoOW-TO HEBEPOATHON cay4aliHOCTU [o-
BENOCb 3HABaTb 4YefoBeKa, OfapeHHOro 3aBMAHOM CNOCOGHOCTbIO CMe-
ATbCA eule 6Gonee 3apasuTenbHO, 4YeM MAeMAHHUK CKpygXa, CKaxy
OflHO: BaM HecCNbIXaHHO noBe3no. llpeacTaBbTe MeHA emy, U A 6yay
0YeHb JOPOXWUTb 3TUM 3HAKOMCTBOM.

BonesHb u cKop6b NErko nepefarTca OT YeNOBEKA K Ye/IOBEKY, HO
BCe XX€ HEeT Ha 3eM/e Huyero 6onee 3apasnTeNbHOr0, HEXeNW CMeX U
BECefioe pacnofioXeHue fyxa, U A ycmaTpuBalw B 3TOM Lenecoobpas-
Hoe, 6GnaropogHoe M CchpaBeAAMBOe YCTPOWCTBO Belleld B npupoge.
MTak, nnemMaHHUMK CKpy/A)Xa NOoKaTbiBanca co cMexy, Aepxacb 3a 60ka,
TPACA TONIOBOM M CTPOS CaMble YMOPUTENIbHble FpUMachl, a ero XeHa,
nneMaHHuMUa CKpygXa no myxy, rngad Ha Hero, cMesnacb CTO/b Xe
Beceno. [la M roctM He oTCTaBasn OT XO3A€B — W TOXE XOXOTaJu BO
BCE ropno:

— Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa!

— OH cKasan, 4YTo CBATKM — 3TO B3f0p, Yenyxa, 4yTob MHe npo-
nacte! — Kpuyan nnemaHHuUK CKpyaxa. — W Beib Bcepbe3 cKasan,
eli-6ory!

— J[a Kak emy He coBecTHO, ®pea! — c BO3MYLlEHMEM BCKpuua-
na nnemaHHuua. OX yX 3TW >XeHWwuHbl! OHW HWKOTAa HW4Yero He fJe-
NalT HanonoBUHY M CyaAaT 060 BCeM CO BCel pelnTenbHOCTbIO.

MnemsaHHMLa CKpyhXKa 6blna 04YeHb Xopola co60ii — Ha pefKoOCTb
xopowa. [penecTHoe AWYMKO, HAMBHO-YAWBAEHHbLIA B3rNsg, AMOUYKU
Ha Wwekax. ManeHbKUn Nyxnblii pOTUK Kasancs CO3[aHHbIM ANA noue-
NyeB, Kak OHO, 6e3 COMHeHMA, 1 6bln0. KpolweyHble SMOYKM Ha nopo6o-
poake MoABNANUCHL WM McYe3anu, Korfja OoHa cmednacb, M HU OAHO CY-
ecTBO Ha CBeTe He 06Mafano Napoi Takux ny4vesapHbix rnas. CnoBoM,
Hafo MPU3HATbCA, YTO OHa yMena noA3afgopuTb, HO M Npunackat —
TOXe.

— OH 3ab6aBHbIii CcTapblii Yygak, — ckasan nnemMsHHUK CKpya-
Xa. — He 0C06eHHO NPUBETINB, KOHEYHO, HY UYTO X, ero mMopoku HecyT
B ce6e M HaKasaHWe, U S eMy He cyabs.

— OH Beab oueHb 6orat, ®dped, — 3ameTuna naemaHHuya. — Mo

Kpal\/'IHEI‘/‘I Mepe, Tbl BCerga MHeE 3TO rosopwun.
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[a uto c TOrOo, MOf foporas, — ckasan nnemMaHHuUK. — Ero
6oratcTBO emy He BNpoK. OHO W NOASAM He MPUHOCUT Aobpa, U eMy He
pocTaBngeTt pagoctu. OH Anwuna ceba gaxe NPUATHOrO CO3HaHMUA, 4To...
Xa-xa-xal., 4To OH MOXeT Korga-Hubyab 0CHacT/IMBUTb CBOMMWU [AEHb-
ramm Hac.

— TepneTb A ero He Mmory! — 3asBufia NNEMAHHWULA, U CeCTpbl
NAeMSHHWUBLI, Aa W BCe Npo4YMe Aambl BbipasuiM COBEPLUEHHO Takue
Xe 4YyBCTBa.

— Hy, a N0 MHe OH HMYero, — ckKasan NAeMSHHUK. — MHe Xanb
ero, U A He MOTry NUTaTb K HEMY HeMpuA3HU, faxe ecan 6 3axoTen. KTo
cTpajaeTt OT ero 3nblX npuyyn? OH cam — Bcerja v Bo BceMm. BoT, K
npuMepy, OH B6WUN ce6e B rofoBy, YTO He NOOGUT HAc, U He MOXenan
nputn oTtobepatb ¢ Hamu. K uemy 3To npuseno? Jinwwuncs ob6eaa,
XOTA W He 60r BecTb Kakoro.

— A 4 nonarato, 4YTo BOBCE He MJ0X0ro, — BO3pasuna nnemsH-
HULa, U BCe nojaepxanu ee, a TaK Kak OHW TO/NbKO 4TO oTo6epa-
AnM n cobpanucb y KaMuHa, BO3/e KOTOPOro Ha CTONMKE YXe ropena
namna u 6bl1 NPUrOTOBNAEH fJecepT, TO C MHEHWEM WX Helb3d He
cumTaTbCes.

— Y710 X, pag 3TO CAblWaTb, — MNPOMOABWUA NNEMSHHUK CKpya-
Xa. — A TO A He 0YEeHb-TO Bepl B UCKYCCTBO MOJIOAbIX XO3SHOLUEK.
A Bbl 4TO cKaxeTe, Tonnep?

Tonnep, KOTOPbI/i COBEPLUEHHO SIBHO UMEN BUAblI HA Of4HY W3 cecTep
X03AiKW, OTBeYan, YTo BCAKMUIA XOMOCTON MYXUYUMHA — 3TO XanKuii oT-
LeneHel, U He MMeeT npaBa BbliCKa3blBaTb CY)XAEHWE O TaKOM npeameTe.
Mpun 3TMX cnoBax cecTpa NAeMsHHULbl — He Ta, YTO C po3amu y Kopca-
Xa, a NyxJieHbKas, C ropupoBaHHON KpPYXXeBHOW 060POYKOA Yy BOPO-
Ta, — 3anMnacb KpPackoii.

— Hy xe, ®peg, npogonxain, — noTpe6boBana nneMsHHULA
Ckpyzxa, xnonaa B nagowun. — BeyHO OH Ha4yHeT pacckasblBaTb W He
KOHUMT! Takoil Henenblii yenoBek!

MnemaHHUK CKpyf)Ka CHOBa MOKATWU/CA CO CMeXY, M TaK Kak cMmeX
ero 6bin 3apasvTesnieH, BCe Kak OAWH MOcCnefoBanyu ero npuMmepy, XoTa
nyx/fieHbKas cecTpa NAeMAHHUUbI M CTapajiacb NMPOTMBOCTOATL 3apase,
YCUNEHHO HIOXafd (hNAaKOHYMK C apoMaTUUYeCKUM YKCYCOM.

— 1 X0Ten TONbKO 3aMeTUTb, — cKa3an nneMaHHuk Ckpypxa, —
4YTO ero aHTUNaTUA K Ham W HexenaHwe MOBECENUTbLCA C HaMW BMecTe
AVWWAN ero BO3MOXHOCTU MPOBECTU HECKOJIbKO 4acoB B MPUATHOM 06-
WwecTBe, YTO He NPUYMHUAO Obl eMy Bpeda. ITO, A AyMmalo, BO BCAKOM
cnydvae nNpuATHee, YeM CUAETb HaefWHe CO CBOMMW MbICASMW B CTapoil,
3annecHeBesioli KOHTOpPE WMAW B €ro 3amuenoi keapTupe. U g HamepeH
npuUrnawaTtb ero K HaMm KaxAbli rog, Xo4eT OH TOr0 WAM HeT, NOTOMY
4YTO MHe ero Xanb. OH MOXEeT [0 KOHLa fHel CBOMUX XYNUTb CBATKMW, HO
BO/e-HEBOMEW CTaHeT ayylle CYAUTb O HUX, eCNM U3 roda B rog s 6yay
NPUXOAUTL K HEMY W FOBOPWUTb OT 4YMCTOro cepgua: «Kak noxusaeTe,
aapowka CKpygx?» Ecnm 3TO pacnofioXXuT ero XoTa 6bl K TOMY, 4TO-
6bl oTNMcaTb B 3aBel,aHWW CBOEMY 6eAHOMY KAepKy NATbAecAT (YH-
TOB — C MEHS M TOro JOBOMLHO. MHe, KCTaTu, cfaeTcs, YTO MOM C/oBa
TPOHYNN ero Buepa.
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Ero cnosa TpoHynn Ckpypxka! Takad Henenas ¢aHTasus pana no-
BOJ K HOBOMY B3pbIBY CMEXa, HO X03AMHY MO NPUYMHE ero Ha pPefKoCTb
[406pOAYLWHOro Hpasa 6bl10 COBEPLUEHHO BCe PaBHO, Haf Kem CMerTcs
rocTu, NMUWb 6bl OHW BecenUNUCb OT AYWW, W, CTPEMACb MOALEPXaTb
MX B 3TOM HacTPOEHWMW, OH C LOBONbHbIM BUAOM MYCTU/N BKPYroByk 6y-
TbINIKY BUWHa.

HanuBlwunch Yas, pewnnm 3aHATbCA MYy3blKOW. B aTom cemelicTse
My3blka 6blfia B YeCTW, M KOrga TaM MPUHUMaNUCb pacneBaTb MeCHW Ha
[lBa, @ TO 1 Ha TPW ronoca c XOpoM, MOXETe MHe MOBEPUTb, YTO UCNOJI-
HANM UX CO 3HaHueM fena. OcobeHHO oTnAuyanca muctep Tonnep, Ko-
TOpbI/i OYEHb YCEpAHO rygen 6acom, u nputom 6e3 0coboi faxe HaTy-
rm, Tak 4YTo NMLO Yy Hero He 6arpoBefio U Ha N6y He HafyBa/UCh XUJbI.
MnemaHHMua CKpyfg)Ka HefypHO urpana Ha apde M B yucne Npoymx
MY3blKaflbHbIX MbeC WCNOMHWMAA OfLHY MPOCTEHbKYK MeceHKy (COoBCEM
MyCTAYOK, Bbl Obl 4Yepe3 [Be MWHYTbl YXXe MOrIM ee HacBUCTaTb), KO-
TOPYI nesBasa KOrga-to OfiHa MajieHbKas [eBOYKa, Ta, 4YTO npuexana
OfHaXAbl BeyepoMm, uTobbl yBe3Tu CKpym)Ka M3 naHcuMoHa. JTO BOCMNO-
MUHaHne Bockpecun B Aaywe Ckpyaxa Ayx [MMpownbix CBATOK, "
Tenepb, Korga CKpyAX YCNbiXan 3HAKOMYK MENOAW0, KapTuUHbl Oblno-
ro CHOBa OXW/KM B ero namatv. CKpymX cnywan, u cepfLe ero cmarya-
nocb Bce 60fiee M 60Mee, M eMy YXe Ka3anocb, YTO, BHUMaW OH uvauie
3TUM 3BYKaMm B [aBHO MUWHYBLUWE rofbl, — W O6bITb MOXET, OH Bcerfa
cTpemuncs 6bl TONbKO K Aobpy Ha cyacTbe cebe u A0AAM U He Mpwu-
wnocb 66l Ayxy [xeilkob6a Mapnu BcTaBaTb M3 MOTUbI.

OfHaKo He OAHOM TONbKO MY3blKe Oblal NMOCBALEH 3TOT Bevep. lMo-
My3MLMpOBaB, NPUHAAUCL UrpaTb B (PaHTbl. Bedb Tak 0TpagHO nopoii
CHOBa CTaTb XOTb Ha BpeMsa AeTbMu! A 0CO6EHHO XOpOLWO 3TO Ha CBAT-
Kax, Korfja Mbl npasgHyeM poXxfieHue 60XECTBEHHOro MageHLua.
Bnpouem, noctoiite! CHavana urpanu B XXmypku. Hy, KoHeyHo! VI HMKTO
MeHA He y6eauT, 4TO mMucTep Tonnep [AeACTBUTENbHO HWYero He BU-
fen. [la 4 ckopee MOBEPtO, YTO Yy Hero Obina ele ofjHa napa rnas — Ha
naTkax. Mo-moemy, OHM 6blM B CTOBOPE — OH U NNeMAHHUK CKpymaxa.
A [yx ToXe 6bll C HAMK 3a04HO. Ecnu Obl Bbl BUAENW, Kak MUCTep
Tonnep NpunNycTuacs NPAMUKOM 3a TONCTYWKONW C KpyXeBHOW 060-
pOYKOl, Bbl OGbl CaMM CKasanu, 4TO 3TO 3HAYUT Yepecuyp YX paccuu-
TbiBaTb Ha JfIerKOBEpPME 4Yes0BeYeCKOW HaTypbl. OnNpoKuAbiBas CTyNbd,
POHSAA KaMWHHble LWUNUbI, HaneTas Ha (POPTENbAHO, OH HEOTCTYNHO
rHanca 3a Heli MO MATaM M 4YyTb He 3af0XCH, 3anyTaBWMUCb B MOPTbe-
pax! OH Bcerga 6e30WMO0YHO 3HAN, B KAKOM KOHL,e KOMHaTbl HaxoguT-
CA MyX/jeHbKas cecTpuua XO3AiKW, W He >Xenan IOBUTb HUKOTO Apy-
roro. flaxe ecnu 6bl Bbl HAPOYHO Mogfanucb emy (a Koe-KTO W MblTan-
CA 3TO npofjenaTb), OH 6Obl, ANA O0TBOAA rnas, Noxanyi, NPUTBOPUNCSH,
4YTO XO0YeT Bac CA0BUTb, — fa TO/IbKO Kakol Obl gypak emy nosepun! —
M TOTYac ycTpemuncs 6bl B ApYroM HanpaBAeHWW — 3a NYXIOA cecT-
pruei.

— OT0 HeyecTHO! — BOCKNMUana OHa, W He pas3, ¥ OHO B cCamoM
fene 6bIN0 HeyecTHO. HO Kak HM yBepTbiBajfiaCb OHAa OT HEro, Kak Hu
npockanb3blBana, LWenecTs LWeNKOBbIMU tOOKaMuK, nepen caMmbiM €ero
HOCOM, eMy BCE € YAanocb ee MoliMatb, U BOT TYyT — KOrja OH 3arHarn
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ce HYrof, oTKyja el yxe He Oblf0 cnaceHus, — BOT TyT NOBEAEHUE ero
CTano MOUCTUHE 4YYAOBULHbIM. CKOMb FHYCHO 6bII0 €ero NPUTBOPCTBO,
KOrfa OH fienan BWUf, YTO He y3HaeT ee M [O/KEH KOCHYTbCA NEHT y Hee
Ha rofioBe U KakKoro-To Kojieyka Ha nasbyuMke U KaKOW-TO Lenoyvknm Ha
wee, 4TOObl YAOCTOBEPUTLCS, YTO 3TO AEACTBUTENLHO OHa. Be3 coMmHe-
HWA, OHa He MPeMWHYyNa BbiCKa3aTb eMy CBOE€ MHEHMWEe O HEM, KOrfa OHu,
YKPbIBLWWCL 3a MNOPTbepoli, MOBepAnuM ApPYr Apyry Kakue-TO CeKpeThl,
B TO BPeEMS KaK C 3aBA3aHHbIMW rnas3amMu 6eran yxe KTO-TO Apyroi.

MnemaHHMLa CKpyaXa He urpana B XMypku. Ee ygobHO ycTpou-
NN B YIOTHOM YTOJiKe, ycaAuB B rNy60Koe Kpecno U NoACTaBMB Moj HOru
cKameeyky, npuyem Ayx un CKpyaX OKasanucb Kak pa3 3a ee CMUHOWA.
Ho B (hbaHTax M OHa NpuHANa yyacTue, a Korga urpanu B «J1iobuwb He
nobuwb» — TakK Haxo44MBO MpUAyMblBana OTBETbl Ha 0Oy OYKBY
angaeuTa, YTO NpuUBeNna BCeX B Heomucyemblii BocTopr. CToNb Xe 61u-
cTaTeNlbHO OTAMYMAack OHa M B urpe «Kak, Korga, rge» u, K TaliHOW
pagocTn nnemaHHuMKa CKpyph)a, COBEpPLIEHHO 3aTmMuina BCeX CBOMUX
cecTep, XOTS OHW TOXe OblNM BecbMa LIYCTPble AEBULbI, YTO OXOTHO
nogteepann 6bl BaM muctep Tonnep. FocTeil 6bI10 YenoBek ABajuaTh,
He MeHblle, U BCE — W MOJIOA W CTap — MPUHUMANN y4yactue B urpax,
a BMecTe C HUMKU n CKpyax. B cBoem yBneyeHUM urpoil oH 3abbiBan,
4TO ronoc ero 6e33ByveH ANA YywWel CMEPTHbIX, U He pa3 FPOMKO 3afB-
NAN 0 CBOEW Aoragke, M OHa MOYTM BCEerfa OKasblBanaCb NpaBUbHOM,
n60o camble OCTpble WFOAKW, UYTO BbiNyCKaeT yalTyensckas WronbHas
(habpuka, He Mornm 6bl CpaBHUTLCA MO OCTpoTe ¢ ymom CKpypxa, 3a
WCKMOYEHNEM, KOHEYHO, TeX Cny4yaeB, Korga OH cyuTan novyemy-nu6o
HE06X0AMMbIM MPUKUABLIBATLCA TYMNULEN.

Takoe ero nosejeHWe NPULLINOCL, AOMKHO ObiTb, [Mpu3paky no
BKyCy, 60 OH 6pocun Ha CKpyaxa 40BOMbHO 61aroCKNOHHbIV B3rnag.
CKpy&XX MpuHAncs, kKak pebeHOK, BbiMpallnBaTb Yy HEro paspelleHus
NobbITb C FOCTAMM, MOKa OHW He OTNpaBATCA NO gjomam, HO [yx oTBe-
yasi, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.

— OHun 3aTeanun Hosyt urpy! — monun CKpymx. — Hy x0Tb non-
yacuka, Ayx! Tonbko nonyacukal

Mrpa HasbiBanach «fia u HeT». MneMAHHUK CKpygXKa AO/KEH 6bin
3aayMaTb Kakol-Hubyab npeameT, a ocTafbHble — yrajatb, YTO OH 3a-
ayman. Tlo ycnoBmsiM Urpbl OH MOr OTBeYaTb Ha BCE BOMPOChI TOJ/IbKO
«fla» NN «HeT». Mof nepekpecTHbIM OFHEM MOCbINABLUMXCA HA Hero BO-
MpoCoB yfanocb Mano-noMany yCTaHOBUTb, YTO OH 3afyMall HEKOE XW-
BOTHOE — HbIHE 3PaBCTBYIOLLEE XUBOTHOE, AOBO/IbLHO MPOTUBHOE XMU-
BOTHOE, CBMPENOe XXUBOTHOE, XMBOTHOE, KOTOpPOe NOpOi BOPYUT, NMOpPON
pbIYUT, a nopol Bpofde 6bl pasroBapuBaeT, U KOTOPOe XMUBET B JIOHAOHE
N X04WUT MO ynuuam, U KOTOpPOe He BOAAT Ha LEenu U He MOoKasbiBaKT 3a
[LEHbIU, N XXUBET OHO He B 3BEPWHLE, Y MACOM E€ro He TOPTyHT Ha PblH-
Ke, U 3TO He Nowajb, U He OCeN, N He KOPoBa, U He BbiK, U HE TUTP, U He
cobaka, U He CBUHbA, U He KOl Ka, U He MeABefb. [Npu KaXLoM HOBOM
BOMpoce nnemMaHHUK CKpym)a CHOBa 3anuMBancid XOXOTOM M B KOHLe
KOHLOB MpUllen B TakoW pax, YTO BCKOYMA C LMBaHa M Hayan OT BOC-
Topra tonartb HoramMu. TyT MyX/neHbKas CecTpuyka nieMAaHHULUbl pac-
XoxoTanacb BAPYr TaK Xe HEeWcToBO W BOCK/IMKHYNa:
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— Yragana! A 3Haw, 4TO Bbl 3agymanu, ®pes! 3Hato!

— Hy ut0? — 3akpuyan ®dpes.

— 3710 Baw pgapwowka Ckpy-y-y-mx!

[a, Tak OHO U 6bIN10. TyT YX BOCTOPr CTajl BCeoOW MM, XOTA Koe-
KTO Hallen HYXHbIM BO3pasWTb, YTO Ha BOMPOC: «ITO MeABeAb?» —
CNefoBano OTBETUTb HE «HET», a «fa», TaK KakK OTpuLAaTeNbHbI OTBeT
MOF CO6UTb C TONMKY TeX, KTO yXe 6bll 6/N30K K UCTUHE.

— Hy, Mbl Tak NOTEWNNINCb HACYeT CTapuka, — CKasan NnemsH-
HWK, — 4TO 6bI/I0 6bl YepHOI He6narofapHOCTbIO He BbIMUTb Temnepb 3a
ero 3goposbe. lpowy Kaxpaoro B3siTb CBOW 60Kan rAuHTBelWHa. Mpepa-
naraw ToCT 3a gagtowky Ckpygxa!

— 3a asatowky Ckpymkal — 3akpuyanu Bce.
— [loxenaem cTapuky, rae 6bl OH ceiiuac HM Haxopguncs, Bece-
NOT0 poXAecTBa M cyacTnMBoro Hosoro roga! — ckasan njaeMsHHUK. —

OH He 3ax0Ten MPUHATb OT MEHS 3TUX MNOXeNnaHuid, HO MyCTb OHW BCe
Xe cbypyTtea. Utak, 3a gagwowky Ckpypaxal

A pagowka CKpymX TeM BpeMeHeM He3aMeTHO 4NnA cebs Tak pas-
BECENNCA N Ha Ccepale y Hero ctano TaK /Ierko, YTo OH HenpemMeHHo
npoBo3rnacui 6bl TOCT 3a 340POBbe BCeli YeCTHONW KOMNaHWW, He MOAO0-
3peBaBlLeil 0 ero NpuUcyTcTBMM, U nobnarogapun 6ol ee B CBOeW OTBET-
HOM, XOTSA 1 6e33By4YHOl peyun, ecnn 6bl Ayx gan emy Ha 3To Bpems. Ho
efBa nocnefHee CMOBO C/eTeN0 C YCT NAEMAHHUKA, KaK BUAEHWE MUcYes-
no, n Ayx co CKpyaXeMm CHOBa NMyCTWIWCb B CTPaHCTBUE.

[aneko-ganeko nexan uMx nyTb, U HEMANO MOCETUAW OHU XUAWLY,
M HemMano noBMAanu OTAaNneHHbIX MeCT, W Be3fe MNPUHOCUAN N0 AAM
pafocTb M cyacTbe. [lyx cTOSiA y M3ronoBbs 607bHOr0, U 60/1bHON 060-
apanca 1 Becenen; OH Npubauxancs K cKuTanbLam, TOCKYHOLWUM Ha
Yyy>X6MHE, U UM Kaszanocb, 4YTO OTYM3HA O6IN3KO; K M3HEMOrawLWum B
XXUTENCKON 6opbbe — ¥ OHU OKPbINAAMCL HOBOW Hafdexpnoi; K 6eaHs-
KaMm — 1 OHM obpeTanm B cebe 60ratcTBo. B Topbmax, 60nbHMUAX K
6oragenbHaAX, B y60rnx NpuiOTax HUWETbl — BCHOAY, F4e CYeTHOCTb U
Xankas 3eMHas ropAblHA He 3aKpbiBalOT cepaua 4venoBeka nepef 6na-
rogaTHbIM AYXOM Npa3gHuWKa, — BCHOAY AaBan OH nwaam cBoe 6naro-
cnoBeHue M yunn Ckpypaxa 3anosefsm MUNOCEPAMUS.

[onro gannacb 3ta HOYb, €CIM TO OblNa BCEro OfHa NMWb HOYb, B
yem CKpyX MMen OCHOBAHWA COMHeBaTbCs, MBO eMy Kasanocb, 4To
06e CBATOYHbIE HELeNN NpoJsieTeNn ¢ Tex Nop, Kak oH nyctuncs ¢ Ayxom
B MyTb. U elle Of4HY CTpPaHHOCTb 3aMeTu CKPYAX: B TO BpeMs Kak cam
OH BHelLHe COBCEM He u3MeHuncs, Mpuspak cTapen y Hero Ha rnasax.
CKpYZX [ABHO y>Xe BuAe/n NpPoOUCXOAfALWY B [lyxe nepeMeHy, Of4HaKO
[0 nopbl 4O BpemMeHW mon4van. Ho BOT, NMOKWHYB AETCKWUIA npasgHuK,
YCTPOEHHbIi B KPELWEeHCKWUA Beyep, M OYYTUBLUIMCL BMecTe ¢ [lyxoMm Ha
OTKPbITOM paBHUHE, OH B3F/IAHYN Ha HEro U 3ameTwusa, YTO BO/OCHI €ro
COBCEM MoOCefenu.

— CKaXMu MHe, pa3Be XW3Hb fyXOB TaK KOpOTKa? — CMAPOCU/ €ero
TYyT CKpyLX.

— Mo4 XWN3Hb Ha 3TOI NnaHeTe GbICTPOTEYHa, — OTBeYan Ayx. —
N cerogHs HOoubl el MpuaeT KoHel,.

— CerogHa Houblo? — BCKpuyan CKpyLX.
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CerogHa B nonHoyb. Uy! Cpok 61um3uTcH.

B 0TO MrHOBeHMe 4acbl Ha KOJIOKO/bHE npobunu Tpu 4YeTBEPTU
[BeHajuaroro.

— TpocT mMeHsA, ecnn 06 3TOM HeNb3s cnpawmsBartb, — cKasan
CKpypX, npuctanbHo rnagsa Ha maHtuio Ayxa. — Ho MHe wyguTtcd, uto
nof TBOWM OfefAHMEM CKPbITO HeYTo CcTpaHHoe. YTo 3TO BUAHeeTcA
n3-noj Kpasa TBOel ofexfabl — NTWYba nana?

— HerT, faxe Ha NTU4Ybeil nane 60/blie MACa, YeM Ha 3TUX KOC-
TAX, — NOCnefoBan nevyanbHblii oTBeT [yxa. — B3rnsHu!

OH OTKMHYN Kpali maHTuu, u rnaszam CKpyfxa npegcrtann [Boe
feTeli — Hec4yacTHble, 3aMOpPEeHHbIe, YPOAL/MBbLIE, XaNKue U BMecTe C
TeM cTpawHble. CTOA Ha KO/MEHAX, OHW npunanau K Horam Jyxa v yue-
MUINCb 33 €ro MaHTuio.

— O Yenosek, B3rNMaHN Ha HUX! — BOCKNUKHYN Oyx. — B3rnsHu
Xe, B3rNnfaHW Ha Hux!

3T0 6bINM ManbyMK W AeBOYKa. Touime, MepTBEHHO-ONefHble, B
NOXMOTbAX, OHW raAsgenu ucnopnobbs, Kak Bonvata, B TO XXe Bpems
pacnnacTbiBascb y HoOr [lyxa B YHM3UTENbHOW MOKOPHOCTW. HeXHas
IOHOCTb A0/DKHA Oblna Obl LBECTM Ha 3TUX LieKax, Urpas CBeXWUM py-
MSAHLEM, HO 4Ybf-TO Apsxfiafd, MOPWMHUCTAA pyka, Nofob6HO pyKe Bpe-
MeHW, uckasnna, ob6esobpasuna MX YepTbl M UcCylnaa Koxy, o06BuMC-
WY Kak Tpanka. To, Y4To MOrno 6bl 6bITb MPEcTONIOM aHrenos, cTano
NMPUIOTOM AEMOHOB, FPO3ALWLMNX BCEMY XWBOMY. 3a BCe BEKa WCMOJIHEH-
HOl TaliH UCTOPUUM MMUPO3JAHUA HUKAKOe YHWXEHWEe WU U3BpalleHue
4yenoBeYeCKOM NpupofAbl, HWKakue HapylleHWs ee 3aKOHOB He co3ja-
Ba/M, Kas3anocCb, HWUYEro CTO/b YYAOBMWLLHOIO W OTTA/KUBAIOLLETO, KakK
3TV ABa ypojua.

CKpyL)X oTnpsHyn B yxace. Korga 3TM HecyacTHble CO03f4aHus
CTONb BHE3anHo MpefcTany nepef HWM, OH XOTesn 6bIN0 CKas3aTb, YTO
OHW OYeHb CNaBHble AeTW, HO C/I0Ba 3aCTPSAAU Y HEro B ropne, Kak 6yaro
A3blK He MOXenaa MPUHATbL Y4acTWs B TaKOi BOMNUIOLLER KN.

— 370 TBOM feTu, Ayx? — BOT U BCe, 4YTO OH Hawen B cebe cubl
NMPON3HECTM.

— OHM — nopoxpeHne Yenoseka, — oTBevyan [yx, onyckas
rnasa Ha geteii. — Ho BUAMWb, OHW NpuNanM K MOMM cTonam, Npocs
3alWWTbl OT Tex, KTO uUX nopoaun. MImsa manbymka — Hesexxectso. Nm4
feBoYkM — Huuieta. OcTeperaiica o60Mx U BCero, YTo UM CPOAHMU, HO
nywe Bcero 6eperncb ManbymwKW, W60 Ha N6y y HEro HavyepTaHo
«'nbenb» n rnbenb OH HeceT c C06OW, ecnn 3Ta Hagnucb He 6yget
cTepta. UTo X, oTpuuain ato!l — Bckpuyan [yx, NOBEPHYBLUUCL B CTO-
pOHY ropoja W npocTupas K Hemy pyky. — T[loHOCM Tex, KTO cCTa-
HeT Te6e 3TO rosopuTb! Mcnonb3yih HEBEXECTBO M HULWETY B CBOUX
HEUYUCTbIX, CBOEKOPbLICTHbLIX Uenax! YBsennub ux, yMHOXb! W xau
KoHLUa!

— Pa3Be HeT MM MOMOLWM, HeT MPUCTaHWUWA? — BOCKIUKHYN
CKpyox.

— Pa3Be HeT y Hac Topem? — cnpocun [yx, noBTOpPSAs COGCTBEH-
Hble cnoBa Ckpymxa. — Pa3Be HeT y Hac paboTHbIX JOMOB?

B 370 MrHoeeHue 4achbl I'Ip06VI!'IVI MOMHOYb.
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CKpyaX OrnsHynca, uia fyxa, Ho ero yxe He 6bii10. Korga fBe-
HaguaTblii ydap Konokona nporyden B TuwuHe, CKpYy@AX BCMOMHW
npeackasaHue [xeilko6a Mapnu W, MOAHSB rnasa, YBUAEN BenuyecT-
BEeHHbIA Mpu3pak, 3aKyTaHHbI C HOF 4O FOfIOBbl B MAall, C KantoLOHOM
W, MOAOGHO 06NaKy WAM TyMmaHy, NAbIBWWIA Haf 3emMfieil K Hemy Ha-
BCTpeuy.

CTPO®A YETBEPTAA

MocnegHuii M3 Oyxos

Oyx npubnuxancs — 6e3M0NBHO, MeA/seHHO, cypoBo. W korpa
OH 6bin coBCceM 61M3KO, TaKOM MPa4yHON TaUHCTBEHHOCTbK MNOBEANO OT
Hero Ha CKpygXa, 4To TOT ynan nepej HUM Ha KOMEHWU.

UepHoe, NOX0OXee Ha caBaH ofesiHue lpu3paka CKpbiBano ero ro-
NnoBy, nuuo, Gurypy — BuAHa Gblna TONbKO OfHa MpocTepTas Bhnepeg
pyka. He 6yab 3Toii pyku, Mpuspak caunca 6bl C HOYbKD M CTan Obl
HepasMuMM cpean OKPYXXaBLUEro ero Mpaka.

BnaroroBeliHblil TpeneT 06baAn CKpypA)Ka, Korga 3Ta BbliCOKas, Be-
NnyaBas U TaMHCTBEHHas (urypa ocTaHOBMAacb BO3fe Hero. MNpuspak
He ABWUTancs U He MPOU3HOCUN HU cnoBa, a CKPyaX MCNbITbiBan TONbKO

yXac — 60/blUe HUYero.
— [Ayx byayuimx CBATOK, He Tbl 1M MOYTUA MEHA CBOUM Mocelle-
HUeM? — crnpocus, HakoHel, CKpymx.

Lyx Huyero He OTBETWS, HO pyKa ero ykasana Kyfna-To Bhepep.

— Tbl HamepeH OTKPbITb MHe TO, YTO elle He MPOU30LI0, HO
LOMKHO npousoTn B Oyaywem? *— npogo/ikan CBOW BOMPOCH
Ckpymx. — He T1ak nu, Ayx?

Cknagku ofesHUA, HUCNajalwlero ¢ ronosbl Jlyxa, crnerka Le-
Be/IbHYNUCb, CMOBHO [yx KuBHyn. [pyroro otBeta CKpygXK He no-
Ayyun.

XoTs 06LeCTBO NPUBUAEHUIA CTano yXKe MPUBbIYHBIM Ans CKpya-
Xa, 0fHaKO 3Ta Monyanueas (Purypa BHyllana eMmMy TaKOW Yyxac, 4To
KONEeHW y Hero nogarubanucb, u, cobpaBlwucbk cnegosaTb 3a [puspa-
KOM, OH MOYYBCTBOBaj, 4YTO eABa AEPXWUTCA Ha Horax. [O/MKHO 6biTb,
Mpu3pak 3aMeTUn ero cocTosiHWe, MO60 OH NPUOCTAHOBUJICA Ha MIHO-
BEHUWe, KakK Obl AN TOro, 4Tobbl faTb eMy BO3MOXHOCTb NPUIATU B cebs.

Ho CkpyaXxy OT 3TOW nepefblllKX CTano TOMbKO XyxXe. Heo6b-
SACHUMbIA yXac MNpPOHW3bIBaNA BCe €ro CywecTBO MpW MbICK O TOM,
4YTO MOf MPUKPLITUEM 3TOFO YepHOro, MpavyHoro caeaHa B3op [pus-
paka HeoTCTYMHO CAeAUT 3a HWMM, B TO BPEMS KaK CaM OH, CKO/IbKO
6bl HW Hanparan 3peHue, He MOXEeT pasrnafeTtb HUYero, Kpome
3TON MepTBEHHO-6/1€4HO PYKM W OrPOMHONA 4YepHOW 6GechopMeHHOM
Macchbl.

— Ayx bypyuwux Csatok! — BOCKIUKHYN CKpyox. — A cTpa-
wycb Te6a. Hu oaMH ©3 SBNABLIUXCA MHE MPU3PAKOB He Myran MeHs
Tak, Kak Tbl. HO A 3Halo, 4TO Tbl X0Yelwb MHe fobpa, a A1 CTPEMJIOCH K
J0o6py W HafeloCb CTaTb OTHbIHE APYTMM Ye0BEKOM W MOTOMY rOTOB

55



